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The last red titan dies 



The end for Deng Xiaoping, 
China’s Long March veteran 


Power over the people: Deng Xiaoping was purged three times - and returned three times 


Photograph: Magnum 


Teresa Poole 

China Correspondent 

Ted Plafker 

Peking 

“See that little man there.” 
Mao Tse-Tung told. Nikita 
Khrushchev. 40 years ago. “He’s 
highly intelligent, and has a 
great future ahead of him.” 
That little man was Deng 
Xiaoping. Last night, aged 92. 
three years since he was last 
seen in public, China’s modern- 
day emperor finally passed away 
after a life which had reflected 
all the turbulence of China's 
20th-century history. Three 
times purged, he had three 
times relumed from the polit- 
ical grave, the last occasion in 
1978 when he set about creat- 
ing a modem China which 
threw off much of Mao’s Com- 
munist dogma in favour of eco- 
nomic reform and opening to 
the outside world. "To get rich 
is glorious," he told China’s ea- 
ger population, and under his 
policies the country has been 
transformed into an emerging 
economic superpower. 

The historical verdict on Mr 
Deng will nevertheless be com- 
plex. Back in the 1950s he 

S laved a zealous role in the anti- 
Lightisi movement in which 
thousands of people were per- 
secuted. By the early Sixties, he 
was one of the few China's lead- 
ens to argue for pragmatic eco- 
nomic policies so that the 
country could recover from 
Mao's disastrous Great Leap 
Forward: but it was two decades 
before he would be allowed to 
impose his image of China. 
Pragmatism rather than ideo- 
logical dogmatism was the hall- 
mark of his approach: “It does 
□ot matter if a cat is white black. 


so long as it catches mice,” he 
famously declared, when argu- 
ing for economic reform. 

After the death of Mao in 
1976, Deng was the only tenable 
candidate to emerge to lead 
China into a modem era. The 
Western world looked on in ad- 
miration until June 1989, when 
Deng sent in the army against the 
student pro-democracy demon- 
strators in Tiananmen Square. 
Although, unlike most Chinese 
leaders, he knew how to charm 
a crowd, he did not delight 
everyone: a "nasty little man” 
was Henry Kissinger's vcrdicL 

The question now is what im- 
pact Dengs death could have on 
government policy and the po- 


nomic liberalisation combined 
with firm political control by the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

In the turbulent decades 
since the Communist victory iu 
1949, China has had no expe- 
rience of smooth, political suc- 
cession. Chairman Mao’s death 
was swiftly followed by the ar- 
rest of the Gang of Four, and 
a power struggle between the 
old guard and the reformists. Mr 
Deng's attempts to choose an 
heir apparent also proved dif- 
ficult: his two previous choices, 
Hu Yaobang and Zhao Ziyang. 
both reformists, fell by the wav- 
ad e during the Eighties. The lat- 
ter was sacked after the 4 June 
massacre, and replaced as head 
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sition of China's present lead- 
ership. His passing, announced 
in the middle of the night iu 
Peking, represents a final shift 
for China away from the gen- 
eration of Long March veteran 
leaders whose status was derived 
more from personal clout than 
any job description. Mr Deng 
had held no important posts 
since 1990. and at his deaLh the 
only job title he could claim was 
honorary president of the Chi- 
nese Bridge Association. 

Nevertheless, while he lived, 
even as his health sharply de- 
teriorated, his anointed heir. 
President Jiang Zemin, was 
safe rn his -position and gov- 
ernment policy stuck dose to 
the Deng programme of eco- 


' a dark-horse can- 
didate - Mr Jiang. In a culture 
which reveres the elderly, it be- 
came clear that true authority 
could not be transferred until 
the Emperor was actually dead 
Over the next months, Mr Jiang 
mast either truly assume that 
authority, or face a destabilis- 
ing power struggle. 

Had Deng died a few years 
earlier, bis death might well have 
meant a destabilising power 
struggle between leftist hard- 
liners and more progressive re- 
formers about the direction of 
policy. As it is, a political suc- 
cession to a new generation of 
leaders has had time to estab- 
lish itself, and the likelihood now 
is that Mr Jiang will for the time 


being remain at the helm of a 
collective senior leadership af- 
ter engaging in a spate of back- 
room power-broking to secure 
that no rival can challenge him. 

The Communist Party's pri- 
ority now that Mr Deng is dead 
will be not to let Intra-parly ri- 
valry bring down one-party rule. 
AH the strands of the party will 
want to move to consolidate 
power. “The Politburo repre- 
sents a certain sort of stability 
and I think their instinct will be 
to stick together. Of course, in 
time, there is bound to be some 
shifting and readjustment," said 
one dipIomaL Or, to borrow 
- from Benjamin Franklin. Mr 
Jiang will be thinking “we must 
indeed ail hang together, or, 
most assuredly, we shall all 
hang separately". In the wake 
of Mr Deng’s death, it remains 
unclear whether the Chinese 
political system can develop to 
a stage where it does not revolve 
around an Emperor figure. 

The official announcement of 
his death came after a sudden 
flurry of rumours and reports in 
the middle of the night, in 
Peking. Deng died just after 
9pm. The first news agency re- 
ports came five hours later, just 
after 2am. when Chinese sources 
told Reuters news agency to "ex- 
pect an urgent announcement on 
a news broadcast soon”. 

Some analysts believe that 
Deng’s death early in the Chi- 
nese New Year may be seen as 
a bad omen, and could even 
cause enough uncertainty io 
jeopardise the smooth handover 
China is so desperate to have. 
Paradoxically, there is such wide- 
spread consensus among China’s 
contenders for power that they 
might agree to postpone their 
jockeying until after the transfer. 


Europe: both sides go to war 


Cabinet truce ruined 
by Rifkind’s remark 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Conservative leadership’s 
patched-up truce on Europe 
was ripped apart by the Foreign 
Secretary. Malcolm Rifkind. 
yesterday. Opening a day of gov- 
ernment disarray, he broke last 
month’s even-handed Cabinet 
approach to a single currency, 
suggesting for the first time 
that ministers opposed the prin- 
ciple of a single currency. 

Cornered by a charge of neu- 
tnilitv in a BBC radio Today in- 
terview. an irritated Foreign 
Secretary said: “No. we are not 
neutral. VVc are actually on bal- 
ance. we are hostile to a single 
currency, but we accept that you 
have to think very carefully 
about these matters before you 
rule it out completely." 

That contradicted the care- 
fully crafted formula agreed 
by the Cabinet on 23 January - , 
when John Major said: "It is 
very unlikely but not impossible 
that the simile currency can pro- 
ceed safely on 1 January W. 
but if it did proceed with unre- 
liable convergence we would not 
of course lv part of it.” 

Mr Ri (kind's one word, “hos- 
tile". created consternation and 
confusion in Cabinet ranks. 
But. in spite of efforts to dismiss 
the contrmersY. he gave a more 


considered view in a Bonn 
speech, in which he repudiated 
Conservative support for 
“pooled sovereignly" and cited 
the words of a Siui opinion col- 
umn. without identifying the 
source, to represent the view of 
British public opinion. 

Some ministers were more 
circumspect in their reaction. 
Michael Heseltine, Deputy 
Prime Minister, said during a 
visit to Hulme. in Manchester, 
that the Government was not 
hostile to a single currency. 

But the Conservative Party 
chairman, Brian Mawhinney. 
said in Wirral South, the by- 
election seal, that Mr Rifkind 
“was speaking on behalf of the 
Cabinet". Bjck at Number 10. 
the Prime Minister’s office 
could not say whether Mr Ma- 
jor backed Kir Rifkind - but 
Kenneth Clarke. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, said: “It was ob- 
viously a slip of the longue un- 
der pressure from a very skilful 
interviewer ... 

“The position remains that 
we have an open option. We 
might join: we might not. It 
rather depends on the best 
judgement we can make about 
British jobs and prosperity 
when the right time comes." 

Mr Clarke reiterated the 
previous line: ’’The Government 
doesn't have a hostile attitude 



Brown says Tories 
want to leave EU 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


to the single currency. The 
Government has a policy of ne- 
gotiating and then deciding 
one wav or the other at the 
proper time." 

But when Mr Major later ar- 
rived at a Lancaster House 
conference on racism, he sug- 
gested the balance of proof had 
tilted against a single currencv 
- that ii would be wrong until 
proved right. "The balance is 
that we at present have sterling 
People will havij to show to us 
that it will be positively benefi- 
cial to change. The balance of 
the argument would have to 
show that it was beneficial to jus- 
lily a change and that is the 


point Malcolm Rifkind was 
making." 

John Redwood, the former 
leadership challenger, said 
there had been a clear shift of 
policy. “Always before, the Gov- 
ernment has said they don't 
think a single currencv is very 
likely," he told BBC raftio. "To- 
day. he [Mr Rifkind] said the 
Government was ‘hostile’ to it. 
I find that most encouraging.” 

Tony Blair told BBC Radio's 
The World at Ont". “Wl* have had 
three different statements from 
the three most senior people in 
the Government ... “It is a quite 
extraordinary situation ... " 

Warning words, page 10 


The Tories wanted to pull 
Britain out of the European 
Union. Gordon Brown warned 
an American business audi- 
ence last night 

Exposing the gaping gulf be- 
tween the parties, the shadow 
Chancellor said in New York: 
"Whatever the twists and turns 
on the Conservative side, 1 as- 
sure you Labour is committed 
wholeheartedly to the continued 
membership of'the European 
Lftuon.That is the bottom line.” 

In a speech that could nut 
hare provided a greater con- 
trast between Labour enthusi- 
asm and the deep-seated hostil- 
ity of the Tories towards Europe. 
Mr Brown said: “The best way 
forward, w’hat I believe is the 
British way. is to be in and to 
be leading.” 

He said the current division, 
disarray, uncertainty and con- 
fasion within the Conservative 
ranks was damaging the three- 
and-a-half million jobs and in- 
vestment that relied on Europe. 

“The re-election of a Toiy 
government,” be said, “with a 
huge Eurnsceptic contingent, 
would be a recipe for continued 
civil war over Europe, with the 
national interest a loser. 

“The Conservative Party's 


drift towards isolationism, which 
started as a trickle from the right 
of the party, has now become 
a flood engulfing botb Left 
and Right. 

“It has gone dangerously far 
aud must be resisted. WheLhcr 
Lhey admit it or not, for today’s 
Tories being pro-British has to 
mean being anti-European.” 

The shift had become so 
great that history' had been 
rewritten wholesale. It was now 
suggested that joining Europe 
was one of many wrong turnings. 

“That Britain bus done .best 
when we are detached and iso- 
lated, free of long-term conti- 
nental attachments: that today, 
Britain's traditional way of life 
and sovereignty are in danger of 
being submerged: that Britain's 
future lies outside Europe; and 
that those who favour Europe 
are somehow anti-British. 

“It is this school that has won 
the day in the Conservative 
Part>\ The Conservatives now 
believe it possible for Britain 
to survive outside an integrat- 
ed Continent.” 
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Jail chief earns JS16m 

fhe sale of a recently privatised 
ail wav rolling stock company 
la*, made the firm s managing 
ii rector mure than Efom prof- 
t from shares bought lor 
; II l Mini I a year ago. Page 3 
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Tiger population drop 

The worldwide tiger population 
has slumped to its lowest ever 
level, according lo conservation- 
ists who blame traditional 
Chinese medicine for the ani- 
mal's decline. Page 5 


Paedophile ruling 

A paedophile lost his fight for 
council accommodation after a 
judge ruled he had made him- 
self “intentionally homeless'' 
by committing offences which 
landed him in jail. Page 4 
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The new Compaq ProSignia 200 server range 
starts at an incredible £995 plus VAT. This is the 
first time that a Compaq server has ever been 
available for less than £1000. Yet, it is still a server 
range with all the performance and reliability 
features you would expect from 
Compaq, the No. 1 in servers. 

Naturally, we wanted to tell you 
about it. Compaq ProSignia 200 
servers have Intel Pentium* 
processors. For your brochure pack please phnne: 

0990 50 00 35 
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Policeman jailed for deaths 
in lOOmph chase crash 


A police constable was jailed for three months yesterday for 
causing the death of a innocent motorist and his police colleague 
in an horrific car crash during a lOOmph chase After a stolen car. 

PC Lezlie Collins. 43, the driver of a marked West Midlands 
police patrol car. was found guilty of two charges of causing death 
by dangerous driving relating to his passenger PC Robert Dallow. 
41, from Great Barr, Birmingham and motorist Nefi Homer, 20, of 
Park Avenue, Oldbury, West Midlands. The jury at Birmingham 
Crown Court had considered its verdicts for nearly four hours 
before returning unanimous decisions. 


Portillo defeat in MoD homes sale 


Michael Portillo, the Defence Secretary, was snubbed by a Tbiy- 
do minal ed Commons select committee when it refused to endorse 
his decision to sell armed forces homes for £1.6bn to a Japanese 
consortium. 

“This committee is still unable to endorse either the principle of 
the sale or the choice of the new owner of the estate," said the 
Co mm ons select committee of defence. 

It remained “extremely concerned” about standards in parts of 
the married quartern estate and demanded urgent progress to 
improve the quality of accommodation. The sale caused a furore 
among Tory MPs when it was announced last year, and only went 
through after guarantees for tenants were written into contracts. 

Colin Brown and Bran Abrams 


Soldiers died in shambolic exercise 


The families of two soldiers killed during a training exercise 
yesterday attacked the “Dad’s Army" shambles they say contributed 
to the tragedy. They also criticised the inquest verdicts of accidental 
death on Corporal Robert Hawksley, 29, of To ton, near Nottingham 
and Corporal Martin Bailey, 25, of Sidmouth, Devon. 

The two-day hearing, at Derby University courtroom, heard how 
a series of misunderstandings led to the trench containing the two 
men taking a direct hit from a 951b shelL They died almost 
immediately from injuries received in the June 1994 blast at the 
British Army Training Unit Suffield in Alberta, Canada. 


Billie-Jo suspect image released 




Detectives hunting the killer of 
schoolgirl Billie-Jo Jenkins 
yesterday issued a computer- 
generated image of a young 
man they urgently want to 
trace. He was seen walking 
from a side entrance to the 
house where BOlie-Jo lived 
with her guardians and sisters 
on Boxing Day last year, when 
the family was visiting relatives. 

Detective Superintendent 
Jeremy Paine said: “He was in 
his late teens or early 20s, about 
six feet tall and powerfully built, 
wearing fawn-coloured trousers, a black shiny bomber jacket and 
black woollen hat” The image was compiled from a description 
given by a witness who called the police incident room. 

The 13-year-old was found bludgeoned to death with a metal tent 
spike on the patio of her home in Hastings on Saturday. 


Rev WInkett yesterday with the Dean, Dr John Moses (Photograph: Emma Boam) 


vision on road to St Paul’s 


Envoy drawn into McAliskey case 


Deputy Irish premier Dick Spring yesterday called in the British 
ambassador over the case of Roisin McAliskey, the pregnant 
daughter of a former MP who faces extradition to Germany in 
connection with an IRA bombing. 

Envoy Veronica Sutherland was told of Dublin's concern over 
the conditions in which Ms McAliskey is being held in London's 
Holloway prison pending proceedings for her extradition. Mr 
Spring urged that the earliest possible ‘■positive” decision should be 
made by the relevant authorities on efforts to secure bail for the 
bombing suspect, who is more than six months pregnant 


R ev Lucy Wmkett, thefirst woman priest to be ap- 
pointed to the staff of St Paul's Cathedral, joined 
a panel of her maJecolleadues and spoke for 
the first lime yesterday about the controversy her ap- 
pointment has created. 

At a press conference called by the Dean of St Paul's, 
Dr John Moses, In order to “sether free", Rev Win- 
kett sat beside Canon John Halliburton, the man who 
has made ft dear he doa&iiot recognise . her status 
asa priest * ’/ ^ 1 

• But. at pains to present a united bont/the newly ap- 


a sudden decision,” said the Cambridge graduate who, 
at 23, had expected to pursue a career in music. 

“I was sitting in a church service one evening and 
.. it just kind of happened. Something clicked Inside of 
me and 1 wanted to be a priest from that moment" 
Although back then, entering the priesthood was not 
a possibility, her ’'conviction" never left her. 

Reports that she had joined the Church following 
, the deaJh.of her. boyfriend. Andrew Stillwell, in a cTrmb-_. 
ing accident, were exaggerated, Rev Winkett claimed, 
-"ft's a very neat patter rtjh at looks very obvious. That 
the" death of spmt^pbjSfose leads to ajifgcatlon iixihie 


Bypass would devastate Wiltshire 


The Countryside Commission yesterday called on the Government 
to re-open die 1993 inquiry into the controversial proposed 
Salisbury bypass. The commission said the bypass would so 
devastate the Wiltshire landscape that nothing oould be done to 
counter the impact. A decision on the proposed road scheme was 
delayed fast October while the Government sought more advice. 

Although the bypass was supported by the local Tory MP Robert 
Key, it was understood that ministers were loath to risk more 
confrontation with road protestors before the election. Louse Jury 


dral’s chancellor, who stands at tire opposite end of 
thetheologicdf spectrum when it comes to the ordP 
nation of women, and said she was "quite proud of 
the Church of England that it’s found tilts way of liv- 
ing with difference." 

- Canon Halliburton made ft dear that he would not 
let his views get in thfrway of hts; personal relation- 
ship with Rev Winkatt, whom he had not seen sines 
the interview after which he abstained from voting. He 
went as far as to joke: “I may, one day, sit down and 
have a deep, spiritual talk with Lucy about my feel- 
ings, but I won’t start asking tor absolution.” 

He played down reports that he would "boycott" Ms 
Winketfs Communion services. "I shall do nothing of 
the sort,” he insisted. "I shall quietly not be present” . 

Rev Winkett a curate at St Michael's and St Mary’s 
In Ilford, east London. told the assembled journalists 
about her Calling to tfie Ministry. "For me, it was quite 


Church,' but I canTsay that was the position. As - I’ve 
•sard befo^tito^cpeiWK^ of bereavement isa-oaf-^ 


as trophic one. A full stop. There isn’t one' logical step 
from one lo another. Death isn’t like that" • 

For Rev Winkett, one of the most exciting aspects 
of her new job, which starts in September, is the singing. . 
“To hear a woman's voice singing the Communion in 
St Paul's win be a wonderful tiling" she said. 

ft isa task for which she is well qualified. Not only 
did she study at the Royal College of Music, but she 
sang secular rock songs in a Cambridge band called 
- by sheer chance - the Ordained. She was, howev- 
er; reticent about the idea of introducing her acoustic- 
electric guitarta the Church of Bigiand heartland Asked 
whether there was a place for rock ‘n’ rpff at the coun- 
try’s most famous Cathedral, she looked rather be*- 
mused. “I don’t know," she said. ‘Honestly, I don’t" • 

' CfroGanw'- 



Primary suspect reveals identify 
in $120m ‘Primary Colors’ suit 


A film sbcui 

ic-v-e. marriage, happiness... 
and the little distractions in beiws* 


‘a simple, but 
delicious treat" 


'•she’s. 

e the 

one 



Columnist Joe Klein, the Anonymous who 
wrote the hugely successful political ro~ 
man-a-clef. Primary Colors, is finding that 
basing art on life can be a risky business. 

In the book, a fictitious Harlem librarian 
who runs an adult literacy programme is 
seduced by a candidate dearly intended 
to be taken as Bill Clinton. Now the mod; 
el for that character - who indeed did 
meet the real Governor Clinton during his 
1992 campaign - is suing Mr Mein for 
$120m to prove that she wasn’t 

Citing “extreme mental anguish, em- 
barrassment and humiliation,” 51 -year- 
old Daria Carter-dark has filed her suit in 
a New York court “J was hysterical, cry- 
ing and screaming,” she says, upon 
(earning of her portrayal In the book, 
which sold 1 million hardback copies and 
will form the basis of a film later this year. 

The episode provides a hilarious first 
chapter, as the imaginary librarian Ms 
Baum -“middle-aged, pushing 50, hair 
dyed auburn to blot the grey, unexcep- 
tional apart from her legs which were 
shocking, a gift from God” - is enthralled 


by the visiting Jack Stanton, Governor of 
"an obscure Southern state”. 

Had matters stopped there, Ms Carter- 
dark would have had no problem; Alas, 
a page or two later, a “dazed” Ms Baum 
emerges from the Governor’s hotel bed- 
room, “arranging herself". As for Stanton, 
he is described as “buttoning his shirt 
over a hairless pink chest: he was the 
colour of a medium rare steak just off the 
grill, steaming a fittle". 

Much of the book’s success reflected 
Its eerie closeness to life. Two dozen or 
more figures from the 1992 campaign 
populate its pages, most of them instant- 
ly recognisable. That alone makes ft 
harder for the author to plead that any- 
one could understand it did not happen. 

Ms Carter-Clark in fact was chosen as 
one of the “Faces of Hope" who symbol- 
ised Mr Clinton’s 1992 campaign, and 
was invited to both his inaugurations. 
Which only adds to her discomfort 
Everyone, she told the latest issue of the 
New York Observer, believes she was a 
Clinton conquest Rupert Cornwall 


Harriman’s 
millions left 
to Churchill 



NOW SHOWING AT CINEMAS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY S 


The Tory MP Winston 
Churchill (right) and his 
estranged wife are to in- 
herit nearly all Of the 
£6.6m estate of his moth- 
er, Pamela Harriman, the 
remarkable Englishwoman 
who became American 
ambassador to France. 

in a will signed only a 
month before her death on 
5 February, Mrs Harriman 
left the bulk of her estate 
to be divided equally be- 
tween the MR her only 
son, and Mary, known as 
Minnie, from whom he 
separated two years ago 
after 31 years of marriage. 

Her two gardeners, 
cook, butler and chauffeur 
will also receive bequests. 



of between $10,000 and 
$250,000. 

Mrs Harriman’s four 
grandchildren and brother, 
Lord Edward Dig by, also 
benefit but It is under- 
stood that Janet Howard, 
her long-time assistant in 
Washington and Paris, 
was left out of the will. 

The estate includes Mrs 
Harriman’s home in Mid- 
dieburg, Virginia, a man- 


sion in Georgetown and 
property in upstate New 
York and Long Island- 
There are also a number 
of paintings, some jew- 
ellery and clothing. 

. Although lawyers were 
reluctant to put a value on 
her estate, it is certainly 
significantly smaller than ft 
was two years ago, when 
Mrs Harriman became em- 
broiled in a bftter’squabbie 
with the heirs of her late 
husband, the former New 
York governor Averell Har- 
riman. 

The children and grand- 
children accused her of 
wasting S30m on bad In- 
vestments while she acted 
as trustee. 

Samuel Berger, the 
White House national se- 
curity adviser and one of 
her speech writers, has 
been appointed her liter- 
ary executor. 

Louise Jury 
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HEALTH 


More than 1 million waiting 
for NHS hospital treatment 


LIBRARIES 


Paperback revolution condemned 


Public libraries should open in the evenings and on Sundays, when 
people most want to use them, the Government said yesterday in 
its Public Libraries Review The review; published by the 
Department of National Heritage, also warned: “The original 
concept of the British public library system was one of high 
seriousness and importance. In more recent years there has be<?n a 
shift away from that hi gh seriousness towards entertainment/* 

Junior National Heritage minister lain Sproat, said yesterday 
that too often library shelves were packed with paperbacks that 
could be easily bought at nearby shops. 

The r evie w ruled ont charges for book loan and reference 
services. It added that in order to raise standards, library 
authorities should publish annual plans, setting out clearly how 
they hove performed compared with the standards they set 
themselves, and the standards achieved by other libraries. 

Reading the Future: A Review of Public Libraries in England, 
available frrtfrotn the Deportment of National /ferin^e 0171 211- 

6132. David Lister 
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FOOD 


Blunders increase Chernobyl danger 


Britons face affihCrcSsed risk of cancer by eating foods, such as 
.njflfc, obntassnated by the Chernobyl accident, according to 
research, published today. Former government scientist John 
Jeffers, who was director of the Institute of Tferrestrial Ecology, 
told New Scientist magazine that monitoring of radiation levels in 
food following the accident was “half-hearted and fairly 
ridiculous". 

Mr Jeffers said that immediately after the Chernobyl explosion, 
there was no Government funding into the behaviour of 
radioactivity in moorlands and no co-ordinated effort was made to 
trace where food had become contaminated. He added: “We could 
have learned a great deal about how_ radionuclides moved through 
different ecosystems, but we fluffed it" 

But the Ministry of Agriculture defended its record of testing for 
radiation at the time, saying that in 1986 it tested 28,490 samples of 
milk, vegetables, cereals and sheep for radiation. It said iodine 
levels in milk only reached 20 per cent of safety limits 
recommended by the National Radiological Protection Board. 


WHITEHALL 


The part-time civil servant 


The dvfl service, once the bastion of fall-time jobs for life, is 
increasingly becoming a source of temporary appointment, 
according to a survey by Labour employment spokesman, Peter 
H a m . Over the past five years, while nearly 70,000 permanent jobs 
have been lost, 7,500 new temporary jobs in the civil service have 
been created. 

According to Mr Halo's figures, there are now 25,000 temporary 
jobs in the civil service, an increase of more than 40 per cent since 
1992. The number of permanent jobs in the civil service, inclu ding ; 
both government departments and executive agencies, has fallen 
over the same period from 683,600 to 615,300. 

Mr Hain stressed that civil service managpmwit codes 
stipulated casual employment should onfy he used to meet genuine 
short-term need and not as a way of eroding job security. He said it , 
was inexcusable that the Government was creating “jobs with no 
pensions, no performance pay; no paid leave, no sick absence and . 
no maternity leave". Christina Wolmar 


SOCIETY 


CSA failing to ease parents’ burden 


The NHS waiting list for hospital treatment has risen to 1 .INo.OOU 
patients - the highest figure recorded, according to the latest 
figures released by the Government There was a rise ol 3-- per 
cent in the total number of patients wailing at the end ol 19%, and 
123 p atie nt s were waiting for more than 18 months, in breach or 

Patients’ Charter guarantees. 

The provisional figures for the last quarter of 1996 were 
condemned last night by the Shadow Secrctaiy of State for Health. 
f-hrta Smith, as evidence that the reforms to the NHS w.*re not 

are the highest waiting lists ever recorded. More palienis 
across the country are waiting longer for an operation as a direct 
result of toe Tories’ changes to toe NHS,” said Mr Smith. 

But Geny Malone, the Health Minister, defended the 
Government’s record, insisting that toe reforms had slashed the 
numbers waiting for more than a year from 200,000 eases. 

Hie total for those waiting more than one year rose by 4b per 
cent - an increase of 6,900 to a total 21,900. CoHn Brown 


I 


The Child Support Agency bas so far only had a "snail impact 1 ’ on 
the lives of lone parents when the potential to help them is there; •; 
according to a new report by the Policy Studies Institute. Single : 
parents who co-operate with the CSA could be 6G per cent better , ‘ 
off than those who remain on income support, it found * 

Increasing maintenance payments helps lone parents work, ~ 

particularly those with few qualifications or experience. However, ’.i 
the proportion receiving maintenance payments remains at just 
30 per cent. '] 

The report also challenges common beliefs about parents 
bringing up children alone. Rather than being "serial lone parents'’ r 
they tend to be formerly married, having had all their children by " : - 
one partner. jt 

Lone Parents; Work and Benefits, £25, W4SQ. Glenda Cooper ^ 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
fn the first half of 3996 
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Amid the rolling acres of our green 
and pleasant land, Britain's new 
rich can build their dreams in stone 



A modem Englishman's caster. David Sullivan, millionaire publisher and football dub owner, outside his Essex mansion 


Photograph*. North News 


Nicholas Schoon 


The Government wishes to see a 
revival of the stately home set amid 
rolling acres. Yesterday John Gtim- 
ter, tht 


CfwfTtotydaf 


mer, the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, published new plan- 
. ning guidance encouraging a new 
generation of magnificent country 
mansions for the nation’s fast -grow- 
ing number of millionaires. 

Under present plainring guidelines 
it is almost impossible to get plan- 
ning permission from local councils 
to build new homes in the open coun- 
tryside. The new guidance supports 
this, in order to stop the countryside 
turning slowly into suburbia. But 
adds: “Ad isolated new house in the 
countryside nay exceptionally be jus- 
tified if it is dearly of die highea qual- 
ity. This means each generation 
would have the opportunity.to add 
to the tradition of the country house, 
which has done so much toenhance . 
the English countryside.* 

The new stalely homes would 
have to be “truly outstandihg”' ia ■ 
terms of their architecture and land- 
scape design, and enhance their 
surroundings. It would be up to the 
elected countifiois on the local plan- 
ning committees to decide whether 
lo grant planning permission for such 
a home, with the Secretary of State 
for the Environment able to inter- 
vene and have the final say. 


When The Independent suggested 
that this would give only the wealth- 
iest individuals the option of a new 
home in the open countryside, Mr 
Gummer briskly dismissed that as 

“nlii- fiwliinnprl Manracm " - 

. “Many of the finest rnral land- 
scapes in Britain are wihanrgH by 
having marvellous buildings in 
them,” he said. He gave Lancing Col- 
lege, a public school on the South 
Downs in West Sussex and Untem 
Abbey in the Wye ‘Vfclley as e xam - 
' pies. The royal palaces of Balmoral 


and Sandringham were also fine ex- 
amples of magmficcrt homes which 
enhanced their rural surroundings. 

Tb get planning permission, a 
new house m the country would have 
to be “very fine and very original,” 
he added. Mr Gummer suggested 
that derelict or run-down sites, such 
as the overgrown gardens where a 
great house once stood before it was 
demolished, might be appropriate. 

The Department of the Environ- 
ment’s planning minister, Robert 
Jones, pointed out that Britain now 


had more, milli onaires - potential 
cheats for tomorrow’s stalely homes 
- than ever before. And they will 
need the money. British architect 
Claudio Sflveistrin, who has built a 
couple of grand country houses, 
puts the cost at £2m to £5m. 

“There’s more people with mon- 
ey and the desire to have such hous- 
es built than you mightthink,” he said 
last night “But they can’t be both- 
ered to waste all the time and expend 
all the energy that you need to get 
planning permission. People just 


give up and say I'D build it in Ranee, 
or Ireland.” 


He praised the new government 
guidance. But John Outram, who 
won two awards for an unashamed- 
ly modem country house near Wid- 
hurst. East Sussex, was deeply 
sceptical about Britain’s ability to 
produce a new generation of state- 
ly homes which stood the test of time. 

“This is a commendable idea but 
it is 61itist and rather off-the-wall,” 
he said. New building in the open 
countryside might best be for more- 


communal uses, such as new towns. 
His bouse, built in 1987 for an in- 
dustrialist, stands on a hilltop and 
features concrete coloured in several 
different bright shades. 

“To be frank, British architecture 
hasn’t got much credence when it 
comes to building great country 
homes since the war,” he said. “A kit 
of very ugly ones have gone up.” 

Recent clients for large new coun- 
try homes include the publisher, 
David Sullivan, (his is in Essex) and 
the controversial property magnate 



OM glory; nouveau riche: Cti a teworth House in Derbyshire (left) and Siainfogdafe Lodge, Berkshire, former home of the Duka and Duchess of Ybrk 


Nicholas van Hoogstraten. And 
there was “South York”, the big 
bouse built in Berkshire for the Duke 
and Duchess of York which some 
thought was inspired by architecture 
from the soap opera Dallas. 

The Duke of Westminster, 
Britain's wealthiest aristocrat, owned 
one of a tiny number of truly mod- 
ern looking stately homes at Eaton 
Hall near Chester. It was built for his 
father in the 1970s to replace an ear- 
lier Victorian gothic mansion. 

Architect John Dennys, a mod- 
ernist, came up with an ambitious 
stark-white, flat-roofed mansion 
which many critics attacked as an eye- 
sore. The present duke has since had 
it “demodemised”, adding tradi- 
tionalist carapace with pitched slate 
roof, pink sandstone cladding and 
new window arches and doorways. 

The new guidance covers the en- 
tire range of development in tire 
countryside. It seeks to control 
housebuilding tightly, but favours 
anal-scale business developments to 
keep jobs in rural areas. 

“There’s a difference between 
protection and taxidermy - you 
don’t want to stuff the countryside 
in order to preserve it,” said Mr 
Gummer. The guidance was wel- 
comed by both the Country i 
Landowners’ Association and the 
anti-development Council for the 
Protection of Rural England. 


Short trip on the gravy train nets profit of £12m 


Randeep Ramesh 
and Chris Godsmark 
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life’s lottery produced a new set 
of millionaires yesterday when 
a recently privatised rail com- 
pany was bought by one of the 
world’s biggest hanlcsyestoday. 

Andrew Jukes, ma n ag ing di- 
rector of. Eversholt Leasing - 
which rents its 4,100 trains to 
private train companies - stands 
to make more than £16ra from 
shares bought for £1 10,000 a 


-v 


year ago. 

The firm, known as a Rosco 


(rolling stock leasing company) 
was sold by the Government lit 
year for £58Qm in chiding £8Qm 
of debt to British Rail mahagas. 
Forward Bust, a subsidiary of 
Midland Bank, paid £208m 
more than the orignalpoce yes- 
terday, takmgover the compa- 
ny for £726m. 

“We took a risk and it paid 
off,” said Mr Jukes, who help 
set up Eversholt in 1994. . 

Private bidders for the train 
rental companies were scared 
off when the Government first 
put the businesses up for sale 


by the length of the leases, 
leaving the firms ra the bands 
of the management teanK. 

. “The picture in 1995 was 
One of p essimism and cy nicism 

about me sale,” said Mr Jukes 
“We went against the gram and 
took the risk.” 

MrJukes’s risk involved rais- 
ing a little over than £110,000 
- which he did without mort- 
gaging his family home in Sur- 
rey- - 

An engineer by training, Mr 
Jukes's first job was with Rolls 
Royce in Derby. He moved to 


ran the bus division for London 
Transport in 1973 and joined 
British Rail in 1988 where his 
ability to spot a good deal made 
him tie perfect choice for BR’s 
investment adviser. 

Despite his new found 
wealth, Mr Jukes will remain at 
the company. His finance di- 
rector. CcJin Habgood, wiD not. 
His short trip on me gravy train 
wQl end in three months time - 
leaving the former chartered ao- 
coantant nearly £l2m richer. 

The new railways have seen 
the return of- the railway chil- 


dren. The sons and daugthers 
of two Eversholt directors - Mr 
Jokes and engineering director 
Roger Aytward- stand to make 
£9m from the sale via a special 
trust arrangement 
Another 58 staff share more 
than £40m, and executives from 
the bank which backed the 
management team will gain 
home £5m. Other ^ beneficiaries 
include Wolverhampton coun- 
cil and the New York Metro- 
politan Museum of Modem 
Art, which will profit from in- 
flect stakes in the company. 


The 15,000 


cent profit 
I Labour, which 
had only just finished making 
political capital from the last 
sale of a Rosco, in which Sandy 
Anderson, a former aircraft 
leasing expert, made a profit of 
£33m m seven months from the 
sale of his company to Stage- 
coach, the bus and rail giant. 

“Tbday’s news confirms that 
the Government learned noth- 
ing and did nothing. I challenge 
them even now to admit that 


cheap these national assets,” 
said Andrew Smith, Labour’s 


spokesman. He pro- 
a dossier entitled “The 


they got it wrong and short- 
dunged the public by selling 


Great Bain Robbery”, which 
claimed that tire share gains 
available to the directors of 
Eversholt, ft)rterbrookand an- 
other train company. GB Rail- 
ways, topped £103m. And he 
said he would be writing to the 
Public Accounts Committee 
urging an to investigation into 
how foe assets came to be sold 
off “so cheaply”. 

Who gets what, page 19 



Andrew Jukes; *Wb took a risk* 
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Paedophile loses 
right to council 
accommodation 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

A convicted paedophile lost 
his fight for council accommo- 
dation yesterday after a judge 
ruled that he had made himself 
"intentionally homeless" by 
committing offences which 
landed him in jail. 

The judgment means that in 
future councils will have dis- 
cretion to decide whether a per- 
son has made him or herself 
intentionally homeless in cases 
where deliberate criminal con- 
duct has led to a jail sentence. 

But probation officers and 
penal reform groups warned 
that it could lead to a “lynch 
law" mentality and that such ac- 
tion was likely to put children 
in more danger by driving pae- 
dophiles underground. 

In a landmark ruling, the 
High Court said there was “am- 
ple justification" for the London 
Borough of Hounslow's refusal 
to provide a roof for "R“. a 65- 
year-old man who cannot be 
named for legal reasons. 

He accused the bousing au- 
thority of unlawfully deciding 
that he was not entitled to help 
because be had made himself 


■'intentionally homeless" by car- 
rying out sexual assaults on 
boys, getting jailed and losing 
his original council accommo- 
dation. 

But Mr Stephen Richards, sil- 
ting as a deputy High Court 
judge, agreed with the council 
that “a fair-minded bystander" 
knowing of R’s long history of 
sexual offences against chil- 
dren and long periods in prison 
would "unhesitatingly con- 
clude" that loss of accommo- 
dation was the likely result of 
committing further offences. 

In early 1990. R. who had 
been imprisoned on 18 occa- 
sions over a 40-year period, left 
jail and was allocated a property 
in Chiswick, west London. He 
was living there in July 1991 
when he was given a seven-year 
sentence for indecent assaults 
on young boys. 

In jail he gave up his 
Chiswick tenancy after being 
told that housing benefit could 
only be paid to prisoners for a 
maximum of one year, and he 
realised he was in danger of run- 
ning up rent arrears. 

Released from Whitemoor 
prison in August 1995. he ap- 
plied to Hounslow council for 


accommodation on the grounds 
that he was homeless and in pri- 
ority need but was turned down. 

R’s counsel. Jan Luba, argued 
that the council had acted out- 
side its powers because it was 
unreasonable to have expected 
R to keep up the Chiswick ten- 
ancy when he could not afford 
the rent. If the council was right, 
Mr Luba said, it would mean 
that any tenant convicted of an 
offence and jailed for a period 
which meant they could not 
keep up rent payments would 
face homelessness because of 
their inability to pay. 

Rejecting that submission, 
the judge said the statute "lays 
down no special regime for 
ex-prisoners and cannot be con- 
strued in such a way as to cre- 
ate one”. 

Hounslow Council will now 
have to consider when to evict 
R from the temporary accom- 
modation where he has been liv- 
ing pending yesterday’s legal 
challenge. The judge refused R 
leave to appeal, but he can still 
apply directly to the Court of 
Appt&J. and ask for an order 
compelling the authority to 
continue housing him until any 
further hearing has taken place. 



Defiant stand: Yvonne Fwt rehearsing for Saturday’s anniversary celebrations hi Fishguard, west Wales, to mark the bicentenary 

by the French. Irrtemfing to invade Ireland, they had sent a decoy party to Bristol, but bad weather led to the party landing m Wales Photogaph: Rob Stratton 



Bribes case 
taxman gets 
five years 
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Graham Ball 

Michael Allcock. the most se- 
nior Inland Revenue official 
ever convicted of corruption, 
was sent to prison for five years 
yesterday. 

Passing sentence at the Old 
Bailey, Judge Peter Beaumont 
said Allcock's corruption had 
threatened the integrity of the 
entire Inland Revenue. 

“The public expects and is en- 
titled to expect its servants to be 
incorruptible. That they are is 
in pari maintained by the 
knowledge that when public 
servants are found to fall below 
those standards, it is met with 
instant imprisonment." he said. 

And he told 47-year-old All- 
cock: “You ‘are a man of 
marked ability, drive and de- 
termination to succeed. The 
sadness of your case is that the 
evidence makes it dear that had 
you the will to do so, you could 
have prospered in the Inland 
Revenue ... 

Judge Beaumont said that 
Allcock's behaviour had cast a 
shadow over his revenue col- 
leagues and was made worse by 
the fact that the offences took 
place over a long period of time. 

The scale of the largess he re- 
ceived further exacerbated his 
crimes. He had abused his 
position of trust in the Inland 
Revenue's special office unit 
said the judge. 

All cock. 47. stood impas- 
sively in the dock as the judge 
delivered his ringing admon- 
ishment The former high-flying 
civil servant, dressed in a blue 
two-piece business suit, cream 
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shirt and brown lie stared 
straight ahead throughout and 
said nothing as he was sent 
down. 

Earlier the court rejected an 
application from the prosecu- 
tion to confiscate Allcock's 
assets. 

In a plea of mitigation. All- 
cock's lawyer, Anthony Arlidgc 
QC, drew the court's attention 
to his client's former good 
work. 

He said that over a two-year 
period Alleock's team was re- 
sponsible for reclaiming mure 
than £62m in unpaid taxes. 

"The Revenue had substan- 
tial benefit from his investiga- 
tive abilities. Now he has 
obviously thrown awaV a good 
deal of the high regard in which 
he was held,” said Mr Arlidge. 

The Crown, he added had 
been unable to prove any loss jr 
to the Revenue. ’ - 

Allcock was joined in the 
dock by HJshan Alwun. a 57- 
year-old oil trade consultant of 
Knigblsbridge. central London, 
who had vesterday been found 
guilty of supplying the dis- 
graced tax inspector with the 
services of a prostitute. Michelle 
Corrigan. 

In sentencing him to nine 
months in prison, suspended for . 

18 months. Judge Beaumont 
said to AJwan: “In monetary 
terms, the cost to you was small ifc- 
but the benefit it brought to you . _ 
was enormous. " 

Ai wan's counsel. Mr Stephen 
Solley told the court that his 
client intended to pay the Inland 
Revenue an estimated £200.000 
in bock taxes. 



Plus £35 SIM Cant Connection 


Motorola Flare Digital Mobile Phone 

• 99 Dumber memory 
•Lastra number radial 

•One touch 4ulRng £9jS9* 


199 


.99 


1 • •? t ' ** , K 


Nokia 2146 Digital Mobfle Phone 

•Up to 80 minutes tafttfme/ SALE PRICE 

23 hours standby Ulfn 
• 125 name and number Kkupd 
memory 


INCLUDES CONNECTION 



MP injured in 
go-kart race 
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The Link 




Matthew Brace 

The former Cabinet minister, 
Michael Jopling, was in inten- 
sive care in a London hospital 
last night after sustaining seri- 
ous injuries in a charity parlia- 
mentary go-kart race. 

Mr Jopling who holds a 
14,9211 majority in his West- 
morland and Lonsdale con- 
stituency in Cumbria, is a 
former agriculture minister. He 
was injured during a Lords vs 
Commons go-karting event 
which was being held at a 
course in Fulham, west London. 

After the accident vesterdav 
afternoon he was stretchered off 
on a spinal board with back pain 
and placed in a support collar. 
Mr Jopling was taken a to the 
intensive care unit of the near- 
by Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital. 

A hospital spokesman said 
that the MP had fractured some 
ribs and bruised both his lungs 
and doctors said he was in a “se- 
rious hut stable" condition. 

He added that Mr Jopling 
was on a ventilator machine to 
assist his breathing. He was 


expected to undergo surgery 
today. 

However, the spokesman 
said the former minister had not 
suffered head injuries and his 
condition was not thought to be 
life-threatening. 

A Conservative Party source 
said last night that efforts were 
being made to contact Mr 
Jopling’s wife Gail, who is 
believed to be abroad. 

Mr Jopling'.* son, Nick. a. 
farmer who stood Tor the Tories 
at the last general election in 
Tony Blair's Sedgotield con- 
stituency, said he had only re- 
cently heard about the incident, 
and was not able to comment. 

“But 1 understand every- 
thing's OK." he added. 

Mr Jopling's accident is bad 
news for the Government, 
which is now without a major- 
ity. However, lit an important 
vote he could still he transported 
to titc House of Commons to 
vole by ambulance. 

The former Cabinet minister 
was one of the Tory rebels who 
voted against the Government 
in an amendment to compon-' 
sate gun dealers. 
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Time running out for tigers in the wild 


Chinese medicine blamed for decline 


Nfc 



Eye of the tiger Feeding time for a Sumatran tiger, at London Zoo - venae for today’s conservation conference 


Photp©Bph: Andrew Buurman 


Matthew Brace 


has slumped lo an all-time low, 
according to conservationists 
who Maine traditional Chinese 
medicine for the animal's de- 
. dine. 

Just 5,000 tigers east in the 
wild, a drop of 10,000 in the past 
30 yeais, according to the Zo- 
ological Society of London 
which is hosting a major in- 
ternational conference today to 
address the problem. 

The decline has accelerated 
daring the past decade despite 
concerted efforts from conser- 
vationists to save the species. 

Scientists and conservation- 
ists from the society blamed the 
decline on habitat destruction 
and, more significantly, on the 
recent growth in demand for 
tiger body parts for use in tra- 
ditional Chinese medicine. 

Sarah Christie, the society's 
tiger coordinator, said an in- 
crease in per capita incomes in 
the Far East meant more peo- 
ple could afford traditional 
herbal medicines, always treat- 
ed as luxuries, and were baying 
them to show off their wealth. 

The trade of tiger body parts 
is illegal under the Convention 
on International Hade in En- 


dangered Species (Cites) but 
constitutes a large part of the 
global wildlife trade. Tiger 
bones and parts are some of the 
most commonly found animal 
products smuggled in to Britain. 

“Tiger perns soup is one par- 
ticular delicacy, although obvi- 
ously 1 haven't tried it myself 
Some tiger parts have anti-in- 
flammatory and other proper- 
ties bm they are stiU not as good 
as an aspirin,” she said. 

At least 1,900 kilos of tiger 
bone were exported to Japan 
from Thrwan in 1990, according 
to the society’s director-gener- 
al Richard Burge. 

‘That's the equivalent of 
400-500 tigers. The increase in 
the use oftiger parts in herbal 
medicine is outweighing ary in- 
creases in the numbers of tigers 
we might hope for,” he said. 

As their populations have 
shrunk, in-breeding within sub- 
species has increased, which has 
heightened the risk of cub mor- 
tality and genetic defects. Some 
subspecies are more at risk than 
others. The South China tiger 
is currently closest to extinction 
with just 20 individuals record- 
ed in the wild. 

Scientists and conservation- 
ists from around the world have 
gathered in London to present 


their latest research lo a Tigers 
2000 conference today at Lon- 
don Zoo and to discuss how to 
Step up their campaign to save 

the animal . 

Out of the new research has 
come a glimmer of hope - re- 
searchers in the Way Kambas 
National Park, on the Indone- 
sian island of Sumatra, have 
recorded a small increase in 
their tiger population. Howev- 
er, the new figures might be 
more to do with new recording 
methods such as infra-red cam- 
eras mounted on 45 trees with- 
in the park spotting previously 
unseen tigers, rather than an ac- 
tual increase in population. Be- 
fore. researchers relied on 
footprints to estimate the num- 
bers in the pork. 

Predicting a continuation of 
the decline, the society is plan- 
ning to co-ordinate existing 
tiger sperm and egg hanks 
around the world as pan of the 
tight to save the tiger. “Tigers 
are a very emotive issue," said 
Mr Burke. “They are something 
we all feel very strongly about. 
There is a chnimg phrase in con- 
servation which describes a 
spedes which has committed it- 
self to extinction. The tiger has 
not reached that point. If it had 
we could all give up." 


Gay men lose 
appeal over 
S&M acts 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

legal Affairs Editor 

Sado-masochism practised in 
private and causing no serious 
injury was officially criminafced 
yesterday in a unanimous rul- 
ing by the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

To condemnation by civil Eb- 
ert ies and gay rights cam- 
paigners, the court saidthat 
Britain was justified in jailing 
three men, Anthony Brown, 
Roland laggard and Colin 
Laskey - who has since died - 
for inflicting pain on each oth- 
er for sexual pleasure. 

They were among 16 homo- 
sexual men rounded up in the 
’•Operation Spanner” crack- 
down after videos of their sado- 
masochistic sessions fell into 
police hands. Only the three 
took theirappeals to the House ‘ 
of Lords and then lo Strasbourg. 

Nearly 50 homosexual men 
had taken pan in the sex acts, 
involving the use of hot wax, 
sandpaper, fish hooks and nee- 
dles <m each other's genitals, rit- 
ualistic beatings with spiked 
belts, slinging nettles and cat- 
o '-nine- tails, and branding. 

Invoking an exception to 
article 8 of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, 
which guarantees the right to 
respect for family life* the Stras- 
bourg judges ruled that the 
United Kingdom was “unques- 
tionably entitled ... to seek to 
regulate through the operation 
of the criminal law activities 
which involve the infliction of 
phvsical harm, whether the ac- 
tivities occur in the course of 
sexual conduct or otherwise”. 

Mr Jaggard, 50, from Wel- 


wyn Garden City, Hertford- 
shire, and Mr Brown. 62, from 
Yardley, Birmingham, suggest- 
ed yesterday that “Despite 
protestations to the contrary it 
nas always been dear to us from 
the statements of English judi- 
ciary, at all stages from the 03d 
Bailey to the House of Lords, 
that as our case involved ho- 
mosexuals we were essentially 
guilty”. 

They invoked a later case 
when a man who branded, bis 
initials on his wife’s backside 
bad his conviction quashed on 
appeal because they were a 
happily married couple. 

But die Strasbourg court dis- 
missed the men’s claims, that 
they wme victimised for being 
homosexuals and rejected their 
argument that behaviour in- 
volving private morality was 
none of the state’sbusiness. Tt 
is evident thatthe applicants’ ac- 
tivities involved a significant de- 
gree of injury or wounsaid the 
ruling violated the right to pri- 
vacyding which could not be 
characterised as trifling or tran- 
sient,” the judges said. 

Rights campaigners said die 
ruling violated the right to pri- 
vacy. John \fedham, (Erector of 
the rivfl rights group liberty and 
one of the lawyers in the case, 
said; “Consent forms a defence 
to assault in sports; medical op- 
erations, ear-piercing, religious 
flagellation and many other 
practices which arehot to every- 
one’s taste. The poHce should be 
out catching real criminals, not 
worrying aboid what otKer peo- 
ple get up to in bed.” Peter 
■fetched, of the gay rights group 
Outrage! said the ruling violat- 
ed the right to privacy. 
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Where racism isfiot simply 
a Hack and white issue 


On the streets where 
Stephen Lawrence 
died, Steve Boggan 
finds little optimism 
about change 


“Just call me Mr Patel." said the smil- 
ing man who was supposed to be living 
in fear. “Everyone calls me Mr Patel, the 
parents and the children - although 
many of the parents were just children 
when I first arrived." 

Mr Patel’s has been at his newsagents 
shop on the Brook estate in Eltbam, 
south-east London, for nearly nine 
years. But it was three years before “NT 7 " 

- for National Front - was daubed on 
his shutters by two of the five white men 
accused by the Daily Mail last week of 
murdering the black student Stephen 
Lawrence. 

“The newspapers said this was a 
scary place to be if you're Asian or black, 
but I’ve never had any trouble,” be said. 

Mr Patel was speaking yesterday 
morning at about the same time as Tim- 
othy Kirkhope, the Home Office Min- 
ister responsible for community 
relations, was launching Lhe Govern- 
ment's plans to participate in the Eu- 
ropean Year Agains t Racism. 

Mr Kirkhope spoke of workshops, ex- 
hibitions, festivals, galas, and conferences 
all over the country. But, like many on 
the Brook estate, Mr Patel thought talk- 
ing-shops would be a waste of time. 

‘Things aren't so bad if people take 
the trouble to get to know one anoth- 
er,” he said. “People said this was a bad 
area, but it’s fine now that we have be- 
come Mends. It’s a nice place. If I’m in. 
the back of the shop when people come 
in, they just take what they want and 
leave the money by the tQL I know the 
five boys named by the Daily Mail last 
week, but they never gave me any prob- 
lems about being Indian and they were 
always polite. 

“Okay, I had NF daubed on the 
shop about six years ago. but it's almost 
faded now. If fd caught them doing it, 
I’d have given them a clip round the ear. 
As it is. people here are nice to me, and 
I'm nice to them. That's more important 
than little events.” 

It was on the Brook estate that the five 
suspects paraded their xenophobia un- 
til the day Stephen, an 18-year-old A- 
level student, was stabbed and beaten 
to death as he waited for a bus nearby. 
They no longer live there. 

Black and Asian residents have re- 
ported a high level of overt racism in the 
area and many have moved away. Per- 
haps that is why so many white people 
feel there isn't a problem, but those The 
Independent spoke to said they would be 
quite happy to have more blacks and 
Asians on tile estate. 

What they doubled was that the racists 
living among them would be changed by 
-or even take the trouble to go to -any 
of the planned events: the “Roots of the 
FUtuie exhibitions, or the “Camden gala 
and social night”, or the “Ethnic moni- 
toring and code of practice seminar". 

“If people are racist, then nothing like 
that is going to make a scrap of differ- 
ence," said Karen Eyre, 31, who lives on 
the estate. “It’s nomine to do with this 



Friends together. Mr Patel says people are nice to each other on the Brook estate Photograph: Peter Macdcarmid 


place; it’s the same story across the coun- 
try. Some people are racist, but most peo- 
ple aren’L You have to try to change 
those who are, but I don’t think you can" 
Several white men aged under 24 - 
the age and type usually associated with 
racist violence - said they believed the 
Brook estate was “no worse than any- 
where else", and none was overtly racist 
But they all doubted the fare on offer 
from tiie Government would improve 
race relations. A few were resentful - to 
the extent that they felt discriminated 


against - for being labelled racist in the 
aftermath of the Lawrence inquiry. 

One 15-year-old, Mark Kearns, said: 
“No one can tell kids not to be racist 
It wouldn't bother me if there were more 
blacks and Asians here - we all mix at 
school and the only thing is the differ- 
ence in people's skin. What we’re real- 
ly worried about is the Chinese gangs 
who bully the white kids." 

Mr Patel’s neighbour is British-born Mr 
Glibber, also reluctant to give his full name, 
whose family bads from India. He. too, bad 


“NF" daubed on his shutters, at Star Gro- 
cers, but that didn't frighten him off. 

Tve been here 14 years and I've nev- 
er had any serious trouble," he said. 
“Some of the kids try to give me lip by 
calling me ‘PaJd’ but I give as good as I 
get People have to work out their own 
way of living together - you can't learn 
from a few seminars. 

“Come to think of it, I did have trou- 
ble once. I was hit over the head as I 
locked up. But that was different That 
was just for the money." 


Initiative 
to combat 
problem 
derided 


Jason Bennett© 

Crime Correspondent 

Ethnic rights groups yesterday 
accused the Government of 
paying lip service to anti-racism 
as the Home Office announced 
a series of events to tie in with 
the launch of the European 
Year Against Racism. 

The government initiative 
was criticised by Sukhvinder 
Stubbs, director of the Run- 
nymede Trust, an independent 
race-relations think-tank, and 
part of the official UK com- 
mittee chaired by Timothy Kirk- 
hope, the Home Office 
minister. She said: “It's been 20 
years since the Race Relations 
Act and frankly it’s time fOT 
more than a talking shop. 

“We need loeaf authorities 
and others to help change the 
attitudes of young people. There 
are still parts of Britain where 
virtual apartheid exists, such as 
Somers Town. Greenwich, and 
FJ tham, [all in London] which 
are no go areas for black peo- 
ple. We need a programme to 
change the attitudes of young 
people, legislation to enforce it 
and a party leadership that says 
no to racism." 

Speaking yesterday at the 
launch of the initiative, John 
Major said a “great deal of 
progress” combating racism had 
been made in the last 40 years 
- but more needed to be done. 
“There must be no position, no 
job, no opportunity, no right firom 
which people are excluded by 
reason of thetr creed, their colour 
or their background. That is 
what we need to work towards/' 

An alliance of anti-racist or- 
ganisations said, however, that 
the Tories had introduced a 
string of measures that had se- 
riously harmed ethnic minorities 
in Britain during the past 
decade. Lee Jasper, of the Na- 
tional Assembly Against Racism, 
said: “The Government has an 
abysmal record on combating 
racism... Over the past I5years 
there has been a series of poli- 
cies on issues such as education, 
law and order, and the police, 
which have lead to a deteriora- 
tion of race relations." 

Mark \tadsworth, of the Anti 
Racist Alliance, added: “We 
need proper initiatives that ad- 
dress the practical problems 
faced by victims. The European 
Year is' tokenism.” 
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Teachers win 
battle over 
retiring early 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 1397 ■ THE i N DEPENDENT 



Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Ministers yesLerday bowed to 
pressure bom teachers and 
backed down over proposals to 

curt early retirement in the pro- 
fession from April. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, said 
the changes would be post- 
poned until September, despite 
earlier advice from the Treasury 
that a deferment would be too 
expensive. 

The present scheme costs 
£430m a year as four out of five 
teachers take early retirement. 
The proposals aim to reduce 
early retirements by 25 per 
cent by loading most of the costs 
on to local authorities. 

Teachers have begun a stam- 
pede to retire, with l loOU try- 
ing to leave this term. 

Mrs Shephard denied the 
postponement would mean 
funding thousands more early 
retirements. 

The effect, she argued, would 
be cost-neutral because the 
rush of teachers to retire would 
be halted and there would be no 
rush between April and Sep- 
tember. 

But she acknowledged the 
Government was relying on 
employers' assistance :“I expect 


employers to behave responsi- 
bly during the period up to Sep- 
tember 1 and not to grant 
unnecessary premature retire- 
ments.” 

She emphasised her deci- 
sion hod been taken on com- 
mon sense grounds after 
employers and teachers asked 
for more time to plan the re- 
forms and to avert the depar- 
ture of thousands of teachers 
two-thirds of the way through 
the school vear. 


Education + 
with The Tabloid 
today 


However, she said abuse of 
the scheme must end. "It is not 
acceptable that people retire on 
grounds of ill-health and then 
reappear very rapidly as supply 
teachers.” 

There will be a long-term re- 
view of the scheme. Ministers 
are also considering introduc- 
ing an option for teachers to re- 
tire early on reduced pensions 
and for older teachers to step 
down ro less senior jobs while 
retaining their pension rights. 

Ultimately, if teachers want- 


ed early retirement, they would 
have to help meet the cosl she 
said. 

Graham Lane, education 
chairman of the Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities, said; 
“We have made it clear to Mrs 
Shephard that we will not be a 
soft touch. But we cannot guar- 
antee that today's announce- 
ment will be cosi-neutral.” 

Mrs Shephard's original de- 
cision brought one of the 
biggest protests from teachers, 
with head teachers threatening 
to disrupt teacher training un- 
less the plans were deferred. 
Two teacher unions challenged 
her in the High Court. 

Nigel de Gruchy. general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
welcomed the postponement 
but added: “There is no sign 
that the Government is in- 
clined to tackle the fundamen- 
tal problem: the scandalous 
mismanagement of the notori- 
ous notional pension fund and 
the state of the teaching pro- 
fession driving thousands to 
flee into early retirement.” 

Head teachers said the im- 
mediate crisis had been avert- 
ed but predicted severe 
recruitment problems from 
September rather than ApriL 
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Travelling companions: Tony Blair carrying a swarm of media folk with him on walkabout in New Ferry, Wirral South, yesterday Photograph: John Voos 
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1 MUST END 
THIS WEEKEND 


DAVID-, I 

Lronovitch 


Red Wirrals triumph as 
the greys become extinct 


I missed Brian Mawhinney, Michael Fbrsyth 
and William Hague’s momentary visit to 
the Winal yesterday. Fm not fond of jokes 
involving an Irishman, a Scotsman and a 
Welshman and anyway, judging by the posters 
(a very poor guide, let it be said) the 
supporters of New Labour up here are 
winning out over those who favour Mr Major's 
cause. By polling day the Red Wirrals are 
likely to be triumphant, and the Grey Wirrals 
I all but extinct 

No, I was off to see Tone campaigning - for 
precisely one-and-three-quarter hours. First in 
a factory making fridges that I have never 
heard of, and that do not appear in any of my 
Which? magazine surveys - so no wonder the 
company is keen on the publicity. Mr Blair 
went round in a brisk rectangle, then gave a 
five-minute collective in-depth interview to 
the local media - then got back in the car and 
whizzed off to campaign headquarters. This is 
not the front-room of Councillor 
Sidebotham’s terraced house. It is (or was) a 
supermarket. Indeed, at first I mistook it for 
Kwik Save, with its big plate-glass windows 
and special offers in bright red (“vote for Ben 
Chapman, and get two votes at the next 
council elections”). 

Then he movea on to a windy pedestrian 
precinct, and into a few shops and cafes. The 
first cafe seemed a little unusual in that - 10 
minutes before our Tbne turned up - the 
manageress was wearing large red rosette, mid 
half the customers were brandishing flags. But 
perhaps the New Ferry Diner is always like 
that And perhaps Brian Mawhinney is going 
to invite me to his house for the weekend. 
Nothing, however, prepares you for the weird 
folly of a leader's walkabout. In Mr Blair’s 
wake (and all around him. And in front of 
him) gambolled representatives of the local 
press, newspapers, radio stations, national 


reporters, BBC Ncm, Nen-snighi, and foreign 
television stations. 

It reminded me of the chase scenes from 
101 Dalmatians. Except instead of sweet, furry, 
incontinent puppies there was the gaberdined 
and boom-waving human ribbon of struggling, 
pressing, whinging, joking, moaning, 
humorous, corpulent media folk. The 
television camera operators are particularly 
lethal, carrying many pounds of very expensive 
kit, which they stick right in front of their eves 
while walking Thus they cannot see minor 
obstructions, such as sketch writers, children 
and pensioners. “Why are they all here?” 
moaned one Blair aide with unintended irony. 
“It's only a matter of time before someone's 
killed,” complained another. This would, of 
course, be very bad news - “Japanese film c»ew 
smothers war veteran on Blair trip - 1 am 
desperately sorry says Tony”. 

And what of the man himself? He's good- 
looking, and - like polar north - the needle 
always points to him. But he does not really 
love pressing the flesh as Bill Clinton does - or 
even as Neil Kinnock did. He will not launch 
in, scoop up babies, rearrange families, 
cheerily invade the space of others with 
unsought kisses and cuddles. Instead he 
shakes hands firmly, smiles slightly 
apologetically, says “all the best”, “nice to sec 
you” and gives a thumbs-up to distant well- 
wishers (I got three). Such minor diffidence 
reminds me of Prince Charles on one of his 
better days - all good manners, polite interest, 
and reserve. Mr Blair would make an 
excefleat Scandinavian Queen. 

That was not the view oF the pensioners in 
New Ferry, however. “Ooooh, he's got a nice, 
firm ’and shake, 'asn't he," one lady said to 
her friend. “Can you imagine John Major 
being so friendly and down to earth?” Can I? 
Oh yes. 


Labour gives pledge 
on age of gay consent 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A promise to allow a free vote 
on reducing the age of consent 
to 16 for homosexuals was 
made last night by the shadow 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, in 
a speech aimed at securing the 
gay vote in the general election. 

Leading for Labour at a 
meeting of Stonewall, the gay 
rights pressure group, in the 
House of Commons, Mr Straw 
committed a Blair government 
to repealing section 2S of the 
Local Government Act banning 
schools from presenting ho- 
mosexuality as an acceptable 
lifestyle in sex education class- 
es: and to incorporating Euro- 
pean Convention of Human 
Rights into British law to help 
protect gay rights. 

His remarks will be wel- 
comed by many gay voters, but 
they were criticised by Outrage, 
the militant gay campaign 
group, for not going far enough. 

Mr Straw carefully avoided 
committing Labour to putting 
changes to the age of consent 
high on its own agenda. But he 
said Tony Blair, as a former 
shadow home secretary, sup- 


ported a reduction in the age of 
consent u> 16, not 18, the limit 
reached when the Commons 
last bad a free vote on the issue. 

“This is an issue where, right- 
ly, there is no party line, only 
personal views,” he said. “I be- 
lieve very strongly that there are 
no grounds for making a dis- 
tinction in law for differing 
ages of consent: and many 
grounds for having the same 
age. 

"There will be a number of 
Bills otl Criminal justice in the 
next Parliament. I have no 
doubt that on one at least it will 
be possible to move amend- 
ments to lower the age to 16. 
Wien that happens we shall 
have a free vote and I shall vote 
for 16." 

On section 2S. introduced 
M J I ^ rel Thatcher in 
1988 in ihe face of fierce op- 
position by the gay lobby, Mr 
Straw said: “It is g ur |o ne . 
standing policy that we would 
Repeal it.” And he added: 
i nerc should and can be no 
proselytisation of particular 
lifestyles in schools. Bui other 
more sensible provisions of the 
law ensure that. And head 
teachers parents und gover- 


nors are well able to check 
that this occurs.” 

The incorporation of the 
Convention on Human Rights 
was “one of the most important 
steps" a Labour government 
would take, he said. The cob* 
vcmion guaranteed rights of 
Spcct for each citizen's private 
and family life, without dis-‘ 
crimination on any ground. “Int 
corporation of the convention 
should not be a party political 
matter.* » 

Peter Thichcll, the leader o| 
Outrage, said the free vote on 
the age of consent was u cop outj 
“Labour would never allow a 
free vote od discrimination 
against women or the black 
community and human righti 
are not a matter of M1V con-; 
sciences. Labour’s pledge to inf 
corporate the European 
convention on human rights 
will do little to help ibe gay com- 
munity and little to eradicate 
homophobic discrimination. : .-- 
“At the time of the L992 gen- 
eral election, Labour had » 
manifesto commitment tu in*, 
traduce legh'laiian to outlaw dis- 
crimination based on sexuality 
That commitment now appears . 
to have been dropped." " , 
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Beatles for sale: Only the wealthy need apply 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

jfegal Affairs Editor. 

P* freedom for juries to pun- 
y the police for misconduct 
®as dramatically curtailed yes- 
irday under Court of Appeal 
nddines designed to cap “ex- 
nplary" damages awards at 
rcuna £25,000 or less in most 
aes.- • 

-Giving judgment in two test 
ipeals by the Metropolitan p» 
w Commissioner. Sir Paul 
ondob, the court slashed 
185.000 off the punitive ele- 
ent of a record £220,000 jury 
vard to a south London hai>- 
esstt, Kenneth Hsu, last year 
r wrongful arrest, assault and 
Ise imprisonment. 

Lord Woolf, the Master of 
e Rolls, said that £15,000 
>Jus £20,000 basic and aggra- 
ded damages for maltreat- 
eut). should “suffice to 
;monstrate publicly the 
congest disapproval of what 
xnmed and make it dear to 
^.commissioner and his force 
lat conduct of this nature will 
rtbetolerated by the courts”. 
Mr Hsu, 34, was held in a 
eck lock, punched, lacked, 
ruck across the face with keys 
id racially abused after officers 
fried to force their way into his 
home over a dispute with a 
lodger. He made two unsuc- 
cessful complaints to the Police 
Complaints Authority. His so- 
licitor, Sadiq Kahn, said: “We 


have previously had clients who 
have been awarded s imil ar 
amounts, yet police officers 
continue to go' unpunished.”-'' 
In the second appeal, the 
three appeal judges declined to 
interfere with al5L500award 
(£1,500 in basic damages nod 
£50,000 exemplary) let 
Claudette Thompson, a moth-' 
er of three in her thirties, for 


mabdoisproseorticsi. But they 
made it -dear that the appro: 
priate awardwould have been 
£20,000 for basic and aggravated 
and £25,000 exemplary. 

Under the guidance yester- 
day, judges wffl direct juries that 
the starting pednt for basic dam-' 
ages sbould be £500 for the first 
hour rflo»c4Bberty,wth dam- 
ages on axedodng scale there- 
after. In cases of -malicious 
prosecution, the figure should 
start at. £2,000.' Aggravated 
damages/ to refifecrta^fimid-. 

ed, insulting^ maKdlous or Op- 
pressive ran/faf*; shoHk Tftegin 

at £1,000..- 

Eremplaty damages,^ mack 

condiKljWcm^be'uaSfelyi^^" 
less than£5^XW4> u tniiscmK3ug 
would have to be paxtiailarly 
deserving of condemnation to 
justify £25,000. The absolute 
maximum was £50,000, but ordy 1 
for particularly bad conduct 
directly involving officers of at 
least the rankef superintended. 

Ms Thompson was assaulted 


by four or five officers- Officers, 
including two inspectors, later 
gave false evidence. . 

The judges urged that seven' 
more appeals against heavy jury 
awards should be settled out of 
court. Bur Jane Deigbton, ^ 
Kotor for Daniel Goswell who 
received £302,000 after being bat 
. over the bead with a truncheon, 
sakfthat she would have to coib- 
fflder the ruling’s implications. 
“The Court af Appeal has de- 
based the role of me courts in 
upholding civil liberties. The 
nmnnoxn & now comparable to 
that payable in wholly incom- 
parable libel cases. The; court 
riTOdemned tbepafice behaviour 
buttheirwords wittbe ignored 
bf the pofipe eveais they dem- 
sder inis jurig rrwrnj' ? 



Lennon and McCartney lookaftkes 
Gary Gibson (left) and Lawrence 
Qlmour model lk»g two of the Fab 
Fold's guitars up for auction today. 

‘Lennon’ holds a Rfcfcenbaker, the 
only guitar signed by all four mem- 


bers of the band and expected to 
fetch between £80-£100,000, while 
‘McCartney' has a gold-plated Heffn- 
er vkdfn bass (£10&£150,000). 

The sale collection of Beatles 
memorabilia, which Includes articles 


such as McCartney’s school maths 
book (tipped to fetch £25- £30,000) 
and the singer’s birth certificate 
(£849,000), should sefi ft* more than 
Elm. Also for sale are the original 
lyrics to ‘Penny Lane’ and Lennon's 


Afghan coat worn on the cover of 
‘Magical Mystery Tour’. The auction 
wHI take place simultaneously in 
Japan and London, with bidders 
finked by satellite. 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Hundreds seek help 
after HIV doctor dies 


denda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Hundreds of worried women 
flooded hospital helplines yes- 
terday after a junior doctor 
who died last week was found 
to be HIV positive. 

In one hospital hi rife ^than-' 
2.000 babies were delivered m ■ 
a maternity unit while the doc- 1 
tor, believed to be Dr Olu- 
kayude Fasawe, a 28-year-old 
Nigerian, worked there. 

But doctors’ leaders yester- 
day resisted caBs for cxanpulsoiy 
testing of all healthcare work- 
ers before they take up em- 
ployment, saying it was a 
“simplistic solution" which 
would not protect the public. 

Al the Royal Shrewsbury Hos- 
ital where the doctor worked 
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2,000 babies bom, 49 of the 
births involved Caesarean or 
other surgical procedures and 
three other women received gy- 
naecologica] treatment in ms 
presence. 

; Only these 52 were considered 
to be at very slight risk. By 
-toikirame yesterday ISO warden’ 
had eafled die hospital. 

■ Dr Rosfcmaiy Geller, Shrop- 
shire’s director of pubKclu^lth, 
had ababy in the unit during the 
doctor's stay. 

“The risk is minute, but I un- 
derstand that Aids is frighten- 
ing and it is important that we 
do everything we can to reassure 
these women,” she said. - 

“At the same. tune I would 
emphasise that we have never 
had a case in this country of 
HIV or Aids being transferred 


ary, officials s ai d that. of the patient 


DAILY POEM 


Managing the business 

By John Lucas 
Flick-flick the vipers gp 

and that, too, could he sex, • . .. 

tike rain tongumg the windscreen, tike 
his Rover's beam probing furry dark. 

Behind him. Jus office coeds to yesterday, 
though still he feds the pen gripped m Jus fist, 
its rub that drove through twenty names : come 

morning they’ll queue in hope and he’ll say no. 

Bui now he plans her sleazy “y» ", the white 
neck as she bends to work and he stands there - 
choosing faca of men who 'U plead for reprieve: . 
vhUe visions last his love can never faiL 

This poem comes from One for the Piano, the latest doflw-. 
tion by the Notlmgham-based poet, cntic, editor, Resear* Pro- 

Road, FrizinghalL Bradford BD9 4HH. 
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Too soon to forecast Emu’s extinction 


Yvette Cooper 

Malcolm Rifkind is downright hcs- 
Ule. Kenneth Garke hopes it will be 
delayed. British businessmen and 
bankers gathering for a seminar this 
week were baffled that Europe had 
ever got this far down the single-cur- 
ret )py road. Across the country, the 
British cannot quite believe Emuis 
really goiag to happen. 

But extricating ourselves for a mo- 
ment from the Anglocentric per- 
spective. The picture looks rather 
different Admittedly. Germany is 
now in a much worse position than 
expected and many problems remain 
to be ironed out Nevertheless, it is 
far too soon to write Emu off. Crit- 
ical to the project is Germany. As 
Bruce Kasmun of JP Morgan ex- 
plains: “If Germany does badly this 
year, the whole process is at risk." 

The Maastricht Treaty says mem- 
bers joining monetary union have to 
fulfil certain criteria.’ the aim being 
to ensure different economies are 
close enough together to cope with 
a common currency and common in- 
terest rates. Government borrowing 
must be below 3 per cent, debt be- 
low 60 per cent of GDP and inflation 
within 1-5 percentage points of the 
three best performers. Long-term in- 
terest rates are supposed to converge, 
and the currency remain stable. 

The trouble is that Germany's abil- 
ity to meet the debt and deficit cri- 
teria in 1997 is in serious doubL 
Julian Jessop of Nikko Europe be- 
lieves “it is next to impossible for Ger- 
many to meet a strict interpretation 
of the Maastricht criteria." 

Unemployment last month was 
higher than anyone expected, push- 
ing up spending on benefits and 
squeezing taxation revenue. The 
government currently forecasts bor- 
rowing in 1997 of 2.9 per cent of 


Rifkind is hostile, 
bankers baffled, 
but monetary union 
is still on the cards 

GDP. However, many City analysts 
reckon the figures will be considerably 
higher. Robert Prior of James Capel 
says: “Germany is looking veiy vul- 
nerable. Our central view is that 
Etnu will be delayed." 

But it is too soon to write Germany 
off. Costs of reunification and the tim- 
ing of corporate restructuring have hit 
it bard. But Mr Kasman predicts 
growth could start picking up this year. 
And even if growth and unemploy- 
ment remain sluggish, the political will 
in Germany is such that more spend- 
ing cuts could still materialise. 

Even if Germany docs not meet the 
Maastricht criteria, the game is not 
over. As Philip Chitty of ABN Amro 
points out “the [European! Com- 
mission is about deals and compro- 
mises." Monetary union between 


The Maastricht Criteria 


Government debt should not be 
more than 60% of GDP. The 
government deficit should not be 
more than 3% of GDP. Inflation 
shouldn't overshoot the 
performance of the three lowest 
inflation countries by more than 
1.S percentage points. (In 1996 
that meant consumer price 
Increases of less than 2.5%). 
Long-term interest rates should 
not Be more than 2 percentage 
points higher than In the three 
lowest inflation countries. (In 
1996 that meant not higher than 
9%). The currency should operate 
within the ERM margins for two 
years without devaluing. 


countries with deficits roughly 3 per 
cent (give or take 0.2 per cent here 
and there! could yet be “fudged” to- 
gether. Op current forecasts that 
probably means Germany, France, the 
Benelux countries, Austria, and. more 
surprisingly, Finland and Ireland. 
Even Portugal could squeeze itself in. 

But what about Italy and Spain? On 
this the entire project’couid turn. Italy 
is desperate to get into a single cur- 
rency as fast as possible. Yesterday the 
Prime Minister, Romano Prodi. 
promised another mini-budget to 
squeeze Italian finances into shape. 

Bizarrely, if Italy is successful, that 
could jeopardise EMU. 

The German public are particularly 
hostile to monetary' union which in- 
cludes the Italians, fearing the impact 
of the Italian history of financial and 
political instability on the strength of 
the new currency. 

A plausible first wave for monetary 
union in 1999 depends on the Com- 
mission being able to draw a credible 
line between the ins (including Ger- 
many) and the “pre-ins" (including 
Italy), while keeping Italy happy with 
a deal on joining the Emu club in the 
years to come. Should Spain fail to 
meet the Maastricht criteria too, Italy 
will lose less face and political com- 
promise migbt be easier. 

In the long term, sustainability of 
the single currency will depend on 
member-states’ ability to cope with 
common interest rates, in particular 
on governments’ ability to use tax and 
spending to cope with local econom- 
ic problems once devaluation is no 
longer an option. But these kinds of 
policy questions will hardly get a 
look-in in the battle to deride who gets 
in, and whether Emu goes ahead at 
all. Instead, it will be the performance 
of the German and Italian economies, 
and the determination of European 
politicians that matter most. 


Who is meeting the Maastricht criteria?* 





Denmark Sweden 


Interest rates 


What the City thinks* 
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Rif kind’s warning 
words to Germans 


Imre Karacs 
Bonn 



“Here I stand," said Malcolm 
Rifkind, breaking into German 
to conclude the lecture with 
Martin Luther’s immortal 
words. “1 can do nothing else.” 

For once, the audience was 
inclined to agree, rewarding 
the speaker with warm ap- 
plause and not a little laughter, 
which rose to a crescendo when 
the chairman expressed his 
hope to see Mr Rifkind again 
after the coming elections. 
There was much discussion af- 
terwards of last boats in the con- 
voy and trains leaving the 
platform. The consensus was 
that Britain had missed both. 

“A very interesting discus- 
sion.” said Hermann Berie, a 
civil servant who had come to 
the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung 
to hear the British Foreign Sec- 
retary’s views' on Europe. “I 
didn’t think that Mr Rifkind, 
who is after all a diplomat, 
would put things so directly." 

Was there any chance that 
British anxieties, so eloquently 
expressed, might influence Ger- 


man debate? - “None. We have 
been hearing this for six years." 

The Foreign Secretary had 
been invited to the governing 
Christian Democrats' think tank 
to explain the British govern- 
ment’s views on Europe to or- 
dinary Germans, although there 
were not many of those about 

German plans for closer in- 
tegration in Europe would weak- 
en democracy. Mr Rifkind 
warned spelling out Bonn’s cen- 
tralist proposals at the inter-gov- 
ernmental conference fIGC). 
But for the audience, the battle 
has already been lost - or won. 
Britain sighed on at Maastricht 
and the train cannot be stopped. 

What Germans wanted to 
hear about was monetary union, 
which Mr Rifkind did not cov- 
er. And so the questions came 
flooding in. Dot about integra- 
tion, but about Britain's altitude 
to the euro. It was ‘very un- 
likely”, he informed them, that 
Britain would join monetary 
union in January 1999. 

Mr Rifkind whs also quizzed 
about alleged British duplicity 
in the former Yugoslavia, Lon- 
don's views on an integrated de- 


fence structure and. inevitably, 
bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy - “I also eat 
heef,” he reassured them. 

The assembled ranks may 
not have been a representative 
sample of German society, bui 
in their lack of interest in the 
lofty goals of European inte- 
gration. they were not all that 
out of touch with hoi polloi. Poll 
after poll shows that ordinary 
Germans either accept the po- 
litical establishments arguments 
in favour of closer integration, 
or simply do not care. 

There* was no meeting of 
minds either between Mr 
Rifkind and members of (he 
government. "We had a very 
good discussion with Herr 
Schauhle about federalism,” he 
told reporters. Wolfgang Schju- 
ble. the number two in Helmut 
Kohl s government, thought 
federalism was a Good Thing, 
because it had served Germans 
well. Mr Rifkind insisted fed- 
eralism in Europe would be a 
Bad Thing, because it would 
transfer power from national in- 
stitutions to a super-national 
structure. And there thev stand. 


‘People see a constant transfer of 
power in one direction only* 


I MU I home works 


This is edited text from a speech 
pvm yesterday ty die Foreign Sec- 
retary, Malcolm RiJJdnd, to the 
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, in 
Bonn. 

“The question at the centre of 
the debate in Britain is this: 
where is Europe going: do we 
want more integration? 

“Political integration is dif- 
ferent from economic integra- 
tion. In fact it may be exactly the 
opposite. Political integration is 
about centralisation not de- 
centralisation. People talk about 
pooling sovereignty, but what 
they mean - to put it more 
crudely - is transferring power 
from democratic national 
governments to European 
Union institutions. 

“Majority voting, greater 
powers for the European Par- 
liament, more powers for the 
Commission. Whatever their 
merits, these are all proposals 
for more centralised decision- 
making, for concentrating pow- 
er in Brussels-. 

“Part of what disturbs people 

in Britain and many elsewhere 
is that they see a constant trans- 
fer of power in one direction 
only. They see all the foot- 
prints leading into the cave, and 
none of them coming oul So 
they doubt whether it is wise to 
go any further inside 
themselves. Where does it end? 

• “The conclusion that many 
draw is that, logically, this 
process will end in a European 
state. To quote one BriLish 
newspaper ‘European leaders 
want one nation, one currency, 
one flag. Their dream of a fed- 
eral super-state would be a 
nightmare for Britain’. Perhaps 
this view is mistaken, but 
that is how the process is per- 
ceived in Britain. Mistaken 


or noMhat is a political fact... 

“People in Britain ask, how 
does a United States of Europe 
differ from the proposals made 
by Germany and others for 
ever closer integration? 

“How far down the road of 
integration do leaders in Ger- 
many and elsewhere think Eu- 
rope should go? It is no good 
saying that the convoy must go 
at the pace of the slowest ship. 
We are not talking about con- 
voys. we arc talking about 
democracy. The European 
Union cannot afford to brush 
aside the deeply-held concerns 
of its peoples just because they 
happen to be in a minority. 


“Since the Maastricht Treaty, ;. 
the European Union has be- 
come. if anything, less popular 
- this is true in almost every 
member state. But the agenda 
for the present inter- Govern- 
mental Conference seems to be 
on auto-pilot... 

“Whicu way forward for Eu- 
rope? My answer is that what 
wc need is nations withnur 
nationalism, states withouL sia- 
lism, and Europe without cen- 
tralism. The European Union 
will be the essential framework 
for those states and those na- 
tions. working together in a 
close but decentralised 
partnership.” 
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; malic sources said her visit to 
London so soon after being ap- 
pointed to America’s senior 
:-r diplomatic post was of “im- 
• triense hnpoitance". 

■it? Ms Albright is due to % to 
v- Moscow tomorrow, and the 
r; continuing crisis ewer Nato ex- 
y panskm and Russia’s vociferous 
f- opposition to it topped the 
'V- agenda. But this was oversbad- 
r. owed by reports that Mand, top 
■ .'/- candidate for Nato member- 
/' ship, bad sold T-72 tanks to Iran. 
t'.The Washington Times dted 
. GHA- reports that Poland bad 
! sent five shipments of tan In; - 
the most recent last summer. Al- 
. though the US would not com- 
ment on the allegations, the 
report will be acutely embar- 
rassing, given US concerns 
about ban and Britain's disquiet 
over the fatwa on Salman 
Rushdie. 

“It’s inexcusable for a po- 
tential Nato member to be 
sending militarily si gnifican t 
equipment to rogue regimes 
that are antithetical to the Unit- 
ed States.'* a US official said. 

Ms Albright arrived in Lon- 
don on Tuesday night having put 

forward a radical plan for a joint 
Nato-Russian military brigade 
as a way of binding Russia far- 
ther into the Western security 
structure. She came determined 
to press the US view that Natio 
enlargement, embracing new 
democracies in eastern Europe, 
would take place whatever Rus- 
sia’s objections, and take place , 
on time. But there are real prrf>- 
lems to be overcome. 


Yesterday, Western diplo- 
mats broadly welcomed her ini- 
tiative to create closer links 
between Nato and Rnsria by es- 
tablishing a joint Nato-Russian 
military brigade, but the Rus- 
sians dismissed it as posturing. 
Russia wants a legally binding 
agreement with Nato as a pre- 
lude to enlargement the US, 
with Britain m tow, wants an 
agreement which is not legally 
binding and which does not al- 
low Russia to veto Nato ded- 
skra -making. “The proposal 
helps the Russians see Nato 
changing to reflect the new se- 
curity situation,” one diplo- 
matic source said, but the 
Russians were unimpressed ' 

Ms Albright's first official- 
appointment yesterday was at 
the Cabinet mr Rooms, , £here 
Winston Churchill ran Britain’s 
effort in the Second World 
War. She then met the Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, 
Michael FartiDo, and moved to 
10 Downing Sheet, where she 
met die Prime Minister, John 
Major, and Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Finally, she 
met the Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm Rxfirind. 

Mr Rifldnd has recently been 
in Hong Kong and he and Ms. 
Albright were expected to share 
concerns about freedom fonts 
residents after China takes over 
running die colony in July. 

Cyprus, where the Greek’ 
Cypriots are engaged in large- 
scale rearmament, is of partic- 
ular interest: to Ms Albright 
who was Washington's perma- 
nent representative to the UN 
from 1993 untflher appointment 
as Secretary of State. Diplomatic 
sources sajd last night that 
Britain*" theforiner cokmialnikx 
oftheidand,, u dannedtobeac-- 
tivtf’with the USin resdyingthe 
23-year impasse on the island 


Mission of State: Madeleine Albright and her entourage leaving the Cabinet War Rooms, off Whitehall, yesterday on their way to a meeting 
with John Major, Sir Patrick Mayhew and Malcolm Rffkind at 10 Downing Street Photograph: David Rose 

US steers perilous Russian course 


PhS Reeves 

Moscow . 

The Russians are sabre-rattling. They are 
bartering and spouting popular rhetoric 
aplenty. But none of this diminishes the 
perils bound up in the policy that 
Madeleine Albright, the American Sec- 
retary of Stale, wffl try to seD to the Krem- 
lin when she arrives in Moscow today. 

Her mission to persuade Russia to ac- 
cept- the. eastward expansion of Nato 
marks the lowest point m the West’s han- 
dling of their former adversaries since 
the end of the Cold Whr, and carries 
monumental political implications. 

Even the details of the talks have been 
littered with misjudgements. Ms Al- 
bright's attempt to throw a carrot to her 
opponents by offering to set up a Rns- 
sia-Nato brigade was greeted in Moscow 
yesterday first by silence, and thendis- 
missiveJy- "It is a tactical gimmick at mak- 
ing our position more difficuh^J^id 
Alexei Arbatov, a leading member of 
parliament's defence committee^;-, . 

Nor were Russians at all happy to see 
the Nato Secretary-General, Javier 


Solana, touring the newiy-independent 
states along its volatile southern flank 
last week. The alliance airily dairoed the 
trip was long-planned, bin- in terms of 
reatpotitik - it was a blunder; deepening 
Moscow’s widely misunderstood sense 
of outrage at a time when the West 
should be trying to calm emotions. Yet 
again, Russians had reason to believe 
that Nato was belittling its position. 

They have a point. Nato’s advocates 
often argue that Russia will ultimately 
accept the alliance’s expansion because 
it has no choice, as it wfll go ahead even 
if no agreement is reached. They also 
tend to dismwa Moscow’s protests as an 
attempt to extract the best terms possi- 
ble from a foregone deal. Though part- 
ly true, this badly understates Moscow’s 
position, audits significance. 

Russia’s democracy is a fragile and 
siddy infant Boris Yeltsin may soon be 
forced by HI health .to step down, un- 
leashing fresh political uncertainty. The 
country desperately needs political and 
eccuamic stability ifite political institu- 
tiDns are to be sure of survival. Tb secure 
this, Moscow needs and wants a sound 


relationship with the Wfest-indudfog full 
involvement in a new European securi- 
ty structure, and co-edstcocc with the old 

Nato. The alliance, in its rush to ensure 
its own survival by growing, is creating 
the opposite conditions. 

Resentment over what appears to 
Russian eyes to be post-CoId War tri- 
umphalism threatens to deepen domes- 
tic anti-Western sentiment and militant 
nationalism. The rtaim that ordinary Rus- 
sians care little about Nato's growth is 
bogus, not least because it is based on 
highly unreliable opinion polls. 

Less mention is made of a poll, ear- 
lier this month, which showed that four 
out of 10 respondents want Russia to be- 
come a dictatorship. It is no coincidence 
that the rising star of Russian politics, 
Moscow’s mayor Yuri Luzhkov, has 
chosen to campaign cm nationalist issues. 
- Russia’s political dike, united in their 
opposition to Nato's growth, wain that 
anti-Nato sentiments could easily spawn 
disruptive policies; both at home and 
abroad. Expansion into Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary is a po- 
litical rather than a military threat, but 


Moscow may respond by ploughing 
more money into its armed forces - cash 
that is desperately needed for military 
reform, wages, and pensions. 

The same voices warn that Moscow, 
angry and isolated, has a further excuse 
to seek closer ties with Iran and China. 
It is also likely to want to forge ahead 
with creating a defence and security sys- 
tem among ex-Sowet nations in the Cbm- 
mooweaJth of Independent States (CIS), 
deepening Europe’s new dividing lines. 

Russia is no innocent in this unsavoury 
affair. It has played much of its hand dis- 
mally. The Chechen war only bolstered 
the case for its neighbours to seek Nato 
protection. It is also undeniable that 
much of Moscow's indignation is root- 
ed in raw emotion, the injured pride of 
a fallen superpower. 

Yet, for all their fury, Moscow's 
protests also reflect political realities. 
Nothing that Ms Albright can offer Rus- 
sia today Is likely to lessen the impres- 
sion that- despite the experience of the 
last 80 years - the West has learnt little 
about the dangers of mishandling de- 
feated superpowers. 


The French government yes- 
terday backed down before the 
massed ranks of the counity's 
artists and intellectuals and 
announced two changes to a 
proposed immigration law. 

It remained unclear, howev- 
er, whether it had done enough 
to quell the protests which are, 
in any case, aimed partly at the 
rise of the ultralight French Na- 
tional Front. A large inarch 
against the new law -led by film 
directors writers and actors - 
will lake place in Paris on 
Saturday. 

The principal objection of the 
protesters is a clause in the im- 
migration law which would 
toughen an existing requirement 
for certain foreign visitors to ob- 
tain a “lodging certificate” be- 
fore entering France. Under the 
original proposal, a local 
mayor would nave had discre- 
tion to block the certificates and 
French hosts would have to 
alert the authorities when their 
guests leave. 

The objectors, led by artists 
such as the cinema director 
Bertrand Tavernier, and ac- 
tress Catherine Deneuve, 
threatened to break the new 
law. They said it would turn 
France into a nation of anti-im- 
migrant informers. 

Under two alternative gov- 
ernment amendments tabled 
yesterday, responsibility for ad- 
ministering the documents 
would pass to the prefects- the 
principal national government 
officers in each department. 
More significantly, it would be 
left to the visitors themselves to 
inform the authorities when 
they departed. 

This shift in polity is not en- 
tirely the result of the protests. 
Aspects of the new tew were 
almost certain to be declared 
unconstitutional by the Conseil 
d'Etat, tii e country’s constitu- 
tional watchdog. 

The protesters have made it 
clear that they are motivated, in 
part, by the recent poll success 
of the National Front. They said 
yesterday that the proposed 
amendments were not 
adequate calling for the com- 
plete withdrawal of die new law. 




riiivdi {, n (,!: v 


Give your business a boost with Gateway MOO* . Whatever 
your company's needs, we can meet them with an impressive 



*1 


and multi-talented multimedia 


portables. All oar systems arrive 


latest technology from leading 
10 ^^. suppliers, configured for maximum 
power and speed- We pride oursehres 
■r oa offering tte highest quality PCs at cost- 

effective prices. We’ll custom-build your PC 


^ sV * i- * 


* f- l- «: 




Enhance your office with the P5-150 

Take a look at the P5-150. With a 150MHz Intel* Mum* 
nrocessor, 16MB of SDRAM expandable to 64MB and a 
L2GB E1DE hard drive, it ddiveb all toe power you need to 
woit with maximum efficiency. Other features include a 
Sum 12 speed CD R0M,a2MBSGRAM grap&e*_ 
accelerator and a package of 

which now includes MS Office 97 Smafl Bu5in®E*ton 
(SBH) Plus - for dealing with all your office risks. 

All this is backed up with our pride and joy, award-winning 




* 



vr . 


■ Free telephone tecmucai — — 

^areforaslongasywo^ym^ 

■ A 30-day no quibble money-back guarantee (shippm, 
cosiswtfrefimdaW 


0 8 0 0 3 9 2 0 0 0 


-3H®5fea=ssssa» 




» Intel* 150MHz Fenfimn* Processor 

■ 16MB SDRAM, expandable to 64MB 
■' 3 S' L44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mfcmri 12X CD-ROM 

■ Western Digital” U2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ Matrox " MGA 3D Graphics Accelerator 2MB SGRAM 

■ 15" CrysuEcanT Cokwr Monilra’ 

■ ATX Desktop 

■ Mjaosofi"^ Windows* 95 105 Keybomd 

■ MS* Wmdows 95, MS Iflldlnnoose 

■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition (SBE) Plus 

■ 3 Year Limited Wrraniy 

£949 (£1149.15 inc. VAT & Delivery) 


Call our Friendly Sales Team now or call in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street, Covent 
Garden, London WC2E 9HE. YonTl be glad you did! 

Showroom Hours of Business: 

1130 pm - 63Q pm Mondays 
9J0 am - 630 pm Tbesday- Friday ' 

10.00 am -4.00 pm Saturdays - 

Close! Sunday and Bank Holidays • .. 


linked 

find mthf business.’* 

9 2 0 0 0 >r^_. 

rZLcoJik PPJ1VH01 

U Estate,!* Mart, fated. , , 

■rr m ft*iB tKbMKB - d^»Oj*Sc* mxndnfa* 

.i.ii | . iitrr np«q«*c Baton tit >- 


OVER £8,500 ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE* 


J ON YOUR LEGAL FEES WITH 
£250.00 CASHBACK 

TIME BY APPLYING FOR YOUR 
MORTGAGE OVER THE PHONE 

Whether You Are Moving Or Remortgaging, 
Phone Now To Find Out How Much 
You Could Save On Your Mortgage. 


mortgages 

direct 

Bradford 

&BINGLEY 

BuiioipiO m 0 a I e i v 


0345 852 852 

Ui or rr^um fonber rtruih Linanpca Mimlx>FnifeivKOaBm«.OOp«L SMunbv&iJOBnvISAOpm. 
Eoqunvxniccaiml 10pm (fafi) - . On«e ail; for cunafan I22C. 


At Mortgages Direct we believe in keeping down the cost of your mortgage. 

We offer a genuine long term low cost mortgage with a rate of 6.24% ( APR 6.4% variable ). 

This means that based on today’s rates you could make a total saving of over £8,500 
on a mortgage of £60,000 taken over 25 years*. What’s more, well always try to ensure that it 
remains at a competitive rate throughout the whole of its life. Once your mortgage 
is complete, we won't charge you any additional penalty should you decide to leave. To apply 
for your mortgage or just to find out more, call us now and see how much you could save. 


*ToolcubtetU.0Ti ns 0»rtrp^t 


[B meoMd b Hoi Bradford fcffioglejr BaHtagSoetayasit IM Ftfanary 
i of S5)«n. Rue Mameds 4-89% « (be fiat tun jean £.10% Anu) ml &99ft 


T>eMj»ttimDfemoffgfea«« CT a» Mff p<riai«eIfc»df(irffcBliiricyb « m«»»'wtp«ren<xinoTfcig bouse- Ftw»p] 

al mum. £1 17JOa«iw1l ht* timrlm aar na to aangv* l« Sc»ilwd«rf .Sori«m brind. Cnum iUcit ihontd aoai 

fawn or cats far pmnd Start. MH. Id ftt* eaapir. > *d t4m**«**m kr «t tUS WfwUrii MB la u nUtalkn Ctrl 

of lm dtBfac dir flm J*** 1 ItanBlibo* Hv.Brai tif dr lam. H»i mr vodjU-md ihf Mr jm p™o dartnt Ihr I 

niifTtfi-w: TTnrtrrr '"-‘-ft- W W^iVIri-innr TIH" Trunin nr nnTi ■nH Ji '- rr prnrinT J 1“ 


WVS' n«£ttATKISKirroUIX)fWKraJ»UPRa>AXU*NTSOfJ AMO«TGACEOtOTKBRLOANSECU*H)ONIT. 













TPriTFSHAV an FFIRRHAKY 1997 * THS INDEPENDENT 


$8&v.'V 






Official successor has no 

dear rival ftr top job 


Following the reported death 
last ni gh t of Deng Xiaoping, one 
man moves straight into the 
spotlight As far back as three 
years ago, when China's top of- 
ficials celebrated the centenary 
of Mao Zedong's birth, Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin stood proud 
on the podium of the Great HaH 
of the People. 

He addressed the 10,000- 
strong audience, clearly posi- 
tioning himself as 


Teresa Poole 

looks at the 
man most likely 
to lead China 
into the 21st 
Century 


paramount-leader-in-waiting. 

Sadly for Mr Jiang, 70, the 
historical analogy most often 
drawn for him is not with Chair- 
man Mao, nor Deng Xiaoping, 
but with Hua Guofeng. Mr 
Hua was Chairman Mao's cho- 
sen successor in 1976 - but it 
only took two years for Deng 
Xiaoping to usurp him and 
seize the reins of power. Mr 
Jiang is similarly seen by many 
as a transitional figure rather 
than a future paramount leader. 

However, he should not be 
dismissed too lightly; Mr Deng’s 
long decline before death 
means that Mr Jiang has had 
ample time to position himse lf 
for any looming power struggle. 
He has recently shown every 
sign of being determined to 
hang on to all his positions if he 
can. 

Mr Jiang was Mr Deng’s 
third choice as heir-apparent. 
The two previous candidates, 
Hu Yaobanj* and Zhao Ziyang, 
both reformists, fell by the way- 
side during the 19805. the lat- 
ter was sacked after the 
Tiananmen massacre, and Mr 
Jiang was catapulted through 
the Communist Party ranks to 
become general secretary. He 
was a compromise figure who 
was tolerable to both reformers 
and hardliners, and to boost his 
standing, was swiftly designat- 
ed by Mr Deng as the '‘core” of 
the “third generation” of lead- 
ers who would steer China into 
the 21st century. ‘ 

By 1993, at Mr Deng’s insti- 
gation, Mr Jiang had also 
picked up the tides of com- 


mander-in-chief of China’s 
armed forces, and President of 
the People's Republic. 

In China's opaque political 
system, however, job titles are 
no guarantee of status. Political 
power is more often linked to 
well-tested alliances and an 
effective client network behind 
the scenes. On this score, Mr 
Jiang is less secure. Has be the 


University. In 1955, like many 
of his generation, he was sent 
to the Soviet Union, and spent 
see years at Moscow’s Stalin 
Automobile Plant. - 

Back in China, he held ad- 
ministrative posts in various 
factories and research insti- 
tutes until the Cultural Revo- 
lution, when he was 
but. according to the official his- 
tories, never lost his faith in 

rarnTTi Tmi^ 

Mr Jiang’s rise to power 
started in 1982 when he was 
elected to the Central Com- 
mittee. By 1985, he was the may- 
or of Shanghai He joined the 
Politburo in 1987, and became 



of social and 

economic ills 


Shanghai party chief the fol- 
lowing year. He was only pro- 
moted to the Politburo standing 
committee in June 1989, due to 
his unexpected elevation to the 
position of party general sec- 
retary after, the Tiananmen 
massacre. 

The state propaganda ma- 
chine has laboured to create an 
appropriate image of Mr Jiang 
as a man of the people. Official 
portraits describe hrm as “mod- 
est and courteous” and weR 
versed in classical Chtnasg po- 
etry. He speaks English, Russ- 
ian and Romanian, and likes art. 

Foreign visitors often com- 
plained that the President rarely 
moved beyond pleasantries and 
formulaic restatements of oflf 



Jang Zemin: May be only choice 


dal policy. According to one 
Western diplomat: “He has lit- 


vision to lead the country to- 
wards a more mature system of 
government? Many Western 
analysts are unconvinced. 

Bom in 1926 in Jiangsu 
province, Mr Jiang's father was 
a martyr of the revolution who 
joined the party in 1930 and 
“sacrificed himself early on”. In 
the official history, Mr Jiang 
“when young engaged in un- 
derground work" for the revo- 
lutionaries, joined the party in 
1947 and graduated the next 


year in electrical engineering at 
Shanghai’s Communications 


Western diplomat: He has lit- 
tle grasp of detail, and the con- 
versation jumps from one 
subject to the next He likes to 
show off his languages, but 
meetings rarely yield much.” 

Another Pelting diplomat 
said: “Pve seen a lot of Jiang 
Zemin over the years. I don’t 
think you can judge him entirely 
on the bans of toe experience 
that toe Westerner has in meet- 
ings with him 

“He may be a lot more ef- 
fective and incisive in his pure- 
ly Chinese roles. I think the 
verdict on him is sort of an un- 
proven verdict.” 


m the post-Deng era, threat- 
ening to undermine the au- 
thority of toe Communist Party. 

After nearty 17yeais of rapid 
reform and breakneck eco- 
nomic growth, most people en- 
joy a much higher standard of 
living. But there is also wide- 
spread resentment about social 
ms, ranging from unemploy- 
ment and endemic corruption, 
to toe fp l frpsra g social welfare 
system. The Chinese needed no 
encouragement to follow Mr 
Deng’s maxim that “to get rich 
is glorious”, but the countty is 
now experiencing toe tensions 


rural areas, remain below the t& 
fidal poverty level of £20ayest 
In dross, too, the contrast be- 
tween wealth and poverty is 
strikme. At toe bottom of the 


get much richer, much quicker 
than others. 

On toe economic front, Chi- 
na is suffering all the problems 
associated with rapid transi- 
tion from a centrally planned 


system to one where market 
forces prevail. As one Western 
diplomat said: “There are a 
huge variety of scenarios avail- 
able to choose from. There are 
plenty who take ail the negative 


things, put them all together, 
and produce a catastrophe see - 


The Great Helmsman: The late Deng Xiaoping, seen here with his grand-daughter Mian 
Mian. His death may lead to a power struggle Photograph: New China Return CoWagium 


On toe military front, toe 
president has none of the rev- 
olutionary stature of the Long 
March generation, and no army 
background. So over the past 
three years he has actively 
courted the generals, making 
regular high-profile visits to 
army units, and Increasing toe 
defence budget The tadt sup- 
port of the military will prove 
cmdal given his weak political 


base. Mr Jiang's strongest card 
is his o fficial designation as Mr 
Deng's successor. In toe short 
term, he will also benefit from 
the fact that there is no obvious 
alternative candidate for the top 
job. 

The Prime Minister, U Peng, 
is much hated because of his 
support of the Tiananmen 
Square shootings. Zbu Rongji, 
toe deputy prime minster in 


charge of economic reforms, is 
widely respected among toe 
new generation of technocrats, 
but has made powerful enemies 
during his attempts to cool the 
economy. . 

Qiao Shi, the head of the Na- 
tional People's Congress, is in- 
creasingly powerful but so far 
appears aligned with the Pres- 
ident. At the moment, Mr Jiang 
has no clear rival 


and produce a catastropbesce- 
nario, rote in which China is go- 
ing to break up, break down, 
central government will lose its 
authority, anarchy will ensue, 
and so on and so forth. Equal- 
ly you can — construct scenar- 
ios which show an unimpeded 
advance towards some status as 
an economic superpower, soon- 
er rather than later in the next 
century” 

At the moment, more than a 
third of toe country's state en- 
terprises are taring money and 
minions of workers have been 
sent borne from moribund fac- 
tories with partial pay or none. 
It is estimated 40 million of toe 
147 million urban workers are 
surplus to requirements; even 
projections from the Ministry of 


striking. At toe bottom of the 
heap are toe new urban poor* 
■whose livelihoods are tied to 
lossrmakiug state enterprises. - ' 

The dislocation of Chi nese 
society has raised the alarm 
about a breakdown in public op 
der. An urban crime wave; 
ranging from petty theft to 
gang violence, has swept the 
coun try, and China's streets 
are far less safe than 10 years 
ago. In response, toe central 
government in April 1995 
launched the biggest anti-crime 
crackdown for more than a 
decade, and tens of thousands 
were arrested in its wake. 

Orinese complain even more 
vociferously about corruption. 
Despite repeated campaigns 
by the government and the par- 


ty, economic crimes, embez- 
zlement and bribe-taking are 
increasing at alarming rates. 
Few business transactions are 
carried out without something 
to oil toe wheels of toe bu- 
reaucracy. 

A Communist Party docu- 
ment, outlined some of toe 
abuses that should be avoided: 
“Officials are not alkrived to 
buiMprivate houses with pub- 
lic funds.. .or attend bai^^ 
which could influence their de- 
d&i on-making process.” ~ 


pick up the phone 


1 


and get tina turner. 




(or diana ross, or nina simone, or...) 
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Connect to One 2 One before March 
31st 1997, and not only do you become 
part of a service that covers 80 th of 
the GB population offering a variety 
of attractive price plans with free 
voicemail answering service and 
message retrieval* you also have the 
chance to choose five free CDs from 
150 on offer. Well that's one mobile 
phone offei that s worth listening io. 
Terms do apply. 




onez’one 




her. messages retrieved using One 2 One service 1 ir Greet Bn*: 


0500 500 121 

‘the people to have o one 2 one 'a • ' • . 
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Labour speak of 268 nriffionjflb* 
less by toe end of toe dearaet - 

The antral government cannot 

allow large-scale bankrupSdes 
frf ftfmse such a radical move 
would prompt serious labour 
unrest; already there are regor 
lar lepuits of disgruntled feWty 
workers going on strike ora* de- 
teriorating conditions, some* 
»bix>g unheard of in Mao's day. 

Almost everyone lives much 
more comfortably than in 197& 
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marches into the great unknown 


He showed no remorse 
for Tiananmen massacre 


i 

i 

$ 

v 




■ . .■*■■■ 


--X-. 


V '£*£ '* 


^*8 


'^a^V-lcT 




***** 


4±*-' 

e* » 

*V 

% 


• ' 

J- 

" * 

****** 

■ iT 

. N . >*'• 

AOUM;-;-'- 

n — • 

T-; . 




-Defying Deng: A (one student faces the tanks (n Tiananmen Square in June 1989 


IBM BUNDLE 

Buy NOW PAY MARCH ’98 


Photograph: Jeff Widner/AP 


Reassessing the Tiananmen 
verdict is potentially the most 
politically explosive issue in the 
post-Deng era. “Sooner or lat- 
er, there has to be a revision of 
the current verdict,’' a Western 
diplomat in Peking said- But any 
such revision of 4 June 1989, 
when hundreds of peaceful 
dea no nst ra tt oaw cre laded, is 
likely without for-reaching 
changes at the top of the Chi- 
nese Communist Party. 

There have been repeated 
calls from political activists and 
dissidents for a rewriting of 
the official verdict on the pro- 
democracy movement. 

In 1994* seven student ac- 
tivists involved in the 1989 
demonstrations wrote in an 
open letter to the National 
People’s Congress: “We be- 
lieve the government’s charac- 
terisation of it as a "riot and a 
counter-revolutionary rebel- 
lion* is unjust and immediate- 
ly should be reassessed.” 

There have also been peti- 
tions from intellectuals, acade- 
mics and activists echoing the 
demand for a review and the re- 
lease of those imprisoned after 
1989. 

Such appeals still fall on deaf 
ears, however. Since 1989, the 
leadership h»s steadfastly de- 
fended Deng Xiaoping’s deci- 
sion to send in the People’s 
Liberation Army. As President 
Jiang Zemin declared: “If the 
fhimw side had not taVen the 


resolute measures then, China 
would not enjoy the stability it 
is enjoying today.” Mr Jiang 
himself was catapulted to pow- 
er in the wake of the failing s. 

Mr Deng has never shown 
any remorse for the massacre. 
In the third volume of his col- 
lected works, published in No- 
vember 1993, be explicitly took 
responsibility for the order to 
seed in the troops. “It is lucky 
that I was still around. The mat- 
ter was handled without diffi- 
culty.” he told a visitor five 
months after the crackdown. 

In recent years, however, the 
Deng family have bad an eye on 
their fathers place in history. 
His daughter, Deng Rong, de- 
fended him: “At least hi my fa- 
ther's heart, be believed be 
had no other alternative but to 
take this action and that it had 
to be taken." But she added that 
China's inexperience in riot 
control had contributed to the 
“tragedy”. On the question of 
whether there could be a rec- 
onciliation between the two 
rides, she admitted: “That's 
something which will be up to 
those who come afterward.” 

Mr Deng successfully ob- 
structed any revision of the of- 
ficial verdkL In 1992, President 
Yang Shangkun proposed a 
fresh look at both 4 June and 
the position of Zhao Ziyang, 
who lost his job as party secre- 
tary after appearing sympa- 
thetic towards the students. Mr 


Deng blocked any such move. 

In any power struggle in the 
post-Deng era, however, both 
reformers and hardliners could 
have a vested interest in over- 
turning the verdicL It may be a 
way both to settle political 
scores and garner popular sup- 
port. Those reformers who op- 
posed the June 1989 military' 
crackdown may blame Mr Deng 
posthumously for a misjudge- 
ment Their aim would be to un- 
dermine the hardliners linked 
to the bloodshed, draw a line 
under the massacre, and press 
ahead with China’s modern- 
ization. This could lay the 
ground for the rehabilitation of 
those in Mr Zhao's camp. 

On the other hand, some 
hardliners have reportedly been 
planning to discredit Mr Deng's 
reform policies - and those 
who inherit his mantle - by 
blaming the 1989 demonstra- 
tions on the effects of “bour- 
geois liberalisation”. 

Just as an internal party pow- 
er struggle may lake years to be 
finally resolved, so probably 
will any rewriting of the official 
version of events in June 1989. 
“Now it has become possible to 
change that verdict, but 1 don't 
see ft happening very quickly. A 
change in the verdict will mean 
that mere has been a realign- 
ment of forces. And I think it 
will take some time for that to 
work its way through," one an- 
alyst said. 
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Long journey of the patriarch 


1904: Born Deng Tnmm in Sichuan 
province. 

1920: Left China for Trance on a work- 
study programme. 

1924: Joined Chinese Communist Party 

1927: Returned to China from Moscow; 
chang ed name to Deng Xiaoping; ap- 
pointed chief secretary to party Central 
Committee. 

1933: Disciplined for disagreeing with 
the party line and briefly imprisoned. 

1937: Ppfitfcal co wmtom; iTQrti 
8th Route Army. . 

1945: Hofitaeal comndssai; Shamd-Hebei- 
Shandoog-Senan Military Command. - 
. 1950: PoKfical commissar; Southwest 
Military Command. 


1952- 1966: Vice-prime minister. 

1953- 1954: Also Minister of finance. 

1955: Joined party Politburo. 

1956: Appointed party general secretary. 

1963-64: Acting prime minister. 

1966: Removed from party leadership 
and government positions. 

1969: Seat to do manual labour in 
Jiangxi province. 

1973: Rehabilitated and appointed vice- 
prime minister. 

1974; Elected to the Politburo. 

1975: Joined Politburo s tanding com- 
mittee; vice-chairman of the party central 
loaurittee; first vice-prime minister; chief 
of staff of People’s Liberation Army 

1976c Removed from leadership. 


1977: Reinstated to all posts held at the 
end of 1975. 

1978: December: Emerged as para- 
mount leader when third plenum of the 
11th party central committee backed his 
policies of reform and modernisation. 

1978-83: Chairman of Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference. 

1980 Resigned as army chief of staff. 

1982: Joined standing committee of the 
poltibnro. 

1983-1990: Chairman of Central Mili- 
tary Commission. 

1989: Ordered Tfonanmen crackdown; 
announced retirement from public offices 

1994: Last public sighting in February 

Died 19 February 1997. 
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Albania on brink as 


Wl 







/•' 


/ 


■>ev * 






r. 





Hope against hope: A policeman checks an Albanian's passport outside the Greek embassy in Tirana as hundreds 
of people queued, seeking work abroad after losing their life savings in investment scams Photograph: Reuter 


Andrew G umbel 

The largest of Albania's so- 
called pyramid investment 
schemes, Vefa Holdings, ap- 
peared to be on the brink of col- 
lapse Last night as it announced 
it was halting interest payments 
and setting up a schedule to re- 
imburse investors with at least 
part of their capital. 

The news, announced 
through a megaphone at Vefa’s 
headquarters m the capital, 
Tirana, and confirmed by the 
company's president, Vehbi Al- 
imucaj, in an interview with the 
Albanian service of the BBC 
has the potential to create eco- 
nomic and political pandemo- 
nium in a country already hit by 
severe rioting over the past 
few weeks. 

Hundreds of thousands of Al- 
banians have money tied up in 
Vefa's investment scheme, 
which has been the most pop- 
ular outlet by far for savers over 


the past two years. As Mr AJ- 
imucaj said earlier this week: 
“Not a day goes by without an 
Albanian having something to 
do with Vefa." 

As other pyramid schemes 
ran into trouble, it cut interest 
rates from 6 per cent a month 
to 3 percent, and switched pay- 
ments from hard currency to the 
Albanian lek. But yesterday 
was the first time it halted pay- 
ments altogether. The collapse 
of Vefa’s investment arm would 
raise urgent questions about the 
creditworthiness of its other 
overt activities, which include 
hotels, restaurants, supermar- 
kets, chicken farms, ferry ser- 
vices and bitumen production. 

Western intelligence sources 
say it also risks sparking a kind 
of turmoil that w£U make the 
looting, burning and street bat- 
tles olthe past few weeks look 
like a children’s tea party. Vefa 
is suspected of controlling ma- 
jor interests in arms and drugs 
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No smoking here. No smoking there. 

For crying out loud, does anybody realise how hard it 
is? How much you’d love to quit but don’t know how? 
Nicotine!! do; and our nicotine patches can help. 

You see. many smokers who consisting of large, medium and 


You see. many smokers who consisting of large, medium and 
try quitting on willpower alone small patches, 
find it difficult because they're They feed your body’s craving 

addicted to nicotine. And the for nicotine, gradually reducing the 
moment you deny yourself nicotine. amounts until you no longer need it. 


your body physically craves it. 

Our solution? Wean yourself off 
nicotine with the Nicotine!! patch 


programme. 

g S Its a 3 m 
(could 
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Its a 3 month programme 
icould be 2 if you smoke 
less than 20 a day) 


Don't worry, tar in cigarettes 
is a main cause of lung cancer, 
not nicotine. 

Every day you wear a patch on 
your arm or body. 

It's designed to deliver a lower 
dose of nicotine than you'd get 


So they help beat that desperate 
desire for the first smoke of the day. 

Once you've finished the small 
patches you've finished the course. 

Just think, you could now be a 
non-smoker. 

Perhaps it only needed someone 
to tell you how. 


nicotinelll 
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it needn’t be hell with nicotinell. 
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President Berisha: Touring 
country to save own skin 

smuggling and its collapse, ac- 
cording to the intelligence 
sources, runs the risk of spark- 
ing an armed conflict between 
rival mafia gangs seeking to pick 
up the business it leaves behind. 

The immediate reaction was 
muted yesterday, as the news 
took some time to trickle out. 
There was a brief spasm of pan- 
ic outside Vefa headquarters as 
investors feared they would 
lose their money altogether, 
followed by calm as they were 
told to start coming back today 
to claim their capital. 

The company said it would 
make lump-sum payments im- 
mediately to anyone who had in- 
vested up to $5,000 (£3,125), 
gradually repaying those with 
capital up to $20,000. It was not 
clear what would happen to 
those who had invested more. 
Mr Alimucaj recently said his 
company had assets of $600m. 
Its liabilities, according to diplo- 
matic sources, could be three 
times that 

The growing conviction that 
Vefa is on the brink of bank- 
ruptcy sparked political ma- 
noeuvring over the past few 
days. President Sali Berisha, 


whose Democratic Party ha* 
near-total control of the levers 
of power and the institutions of 
state, has gone on a tour of the 
country to make personal con- 
tact with the people and make 
extravagant promises such as 
the abolition of tax in some ar- 
eas for the next two years. 

He has tried to sound tough 
as well as tender, making clear 
the government can only repay 
assets frozen from failed pyra- 
mid schemes, not bail out the 
population from its own over- 
stretched resources. But the 
aim of the tour is dearly to save 
his own political hide and dis- 
tance himself from his own 
government. 

A growing throng within the 
Democratic Party is demanding 
sweeping changes. A memo- 
randum presented at a meeting 
of the party's National Council 
by a prominent group of par- 
liamentarians last week called 
for the dismissal of the gov- 
ernment and its replacement by 
an emergency cross-party ad- 
ministration, the departure of 
Mr Berisha from the party in the 
interests of bolstering his pres- 
idential impartiality', and a post- 
ponement of next month's 
presidential election pending a 
fnU political resolution to the 
crisis. 

Mr Berisha, who has pul out 
discreet personal feelers to the 
opposition in recent months, is 
said to have agreed with every 
point except the one concern- 
ing his departure from the par- 
ty. The former Democratic 
Party chairman. Eduard Selami. 
who has spent the past two years 
in exile in the US after his fail 
from grace in Alb ania, returned 
home on Friday and is believed 
to be engaged in discussions 
about the possibility of his 
heading a transitional cross-par- 
ty government. 


Whitewater investigation 
coritihues, says counsel 

Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth Starr moved yesterday 
to quash speculation that his departure means the 
investigation involving the Gintons is over, calling such 
guesswork wrong ana dangerous. 

“The reality is this: this investigation is active and it is 
at a sensitive stage with ongoing evaluative judgments. 
Those judgments have not been made." he said. 

Mr Starr, the independent counsel who has been 
investigating business controversies and related cover-up 
allegations involving President Bill Clinton and Hillaiy 
Clinton since August 1994. issued his caution in a speech 
to lawyers in Washington. Reuters - Washington 

47 bodies pulled from mudslide 

Peruvian rescue workers have so far recovered 47 bodies 
from the site of a mudslide that buried two remote 
Andean villages, an official said. Fanny Vivanco. of the 
Abancay mayor’s office which is coordinating the rescue, 
said: “There are unrecognisable bodies. We have a long 
list of people who Have disappeared, but identification [of 
the 47 corpses] is difficult." Reuters - Lima 

Vietnam colonels to visit US 

Vietnam is sending a military delegation to the United 
Slates in a step toward possible future strategic 
cooperation between old enemies, the Pentagon said. 

“Vietnam retains a large military that is in the midst of 
a modernisation effort," the Pentagon said in announcing 
the visit this month of six senior colonels from the 
Vietnamese Defence Ministry. “There's a natural basis for 
exploratory discussions regarding strategic issues of 
mutual interest.” Reuters - Washington 

Pakistan bans mixed dances 

Pakistan's new government ordered a ban yesterday on what 
it called “mixed" dances of men and women together on 
state-run television as part of its plans to promote Islamic 
culture. An official statement said television officials were 
told that the new government's priorities were different 
from those of the previous ones. This appeared to be a 
reference to liberal trends introduced under former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto to counter the popularity of foreign 
satellite channels. Reuters - Islamabad 

Ciller survives impeachment vote 

The Turkish parliament voted against sending Deputy 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller to the Supreme Court for 
investigation into the sources of her considerable personal 
wealth. Deputy Speaker Kamer Gene said deputies voted 
270 to 263 not to impeach Ms Ciller on allegations that 
her wealth was a result of illegal enrichment. It was the 
third and final corruption charge vote against her this 
ffe ®l £i Reuters — Ankara 

Croatia defies tribunal 

Croatia yesterday challenged the Yugoslav war crimes 
tribunal s authority and refused to hand over documents 
that might shed more light into atrocities against Muslims. 

The standoff underscored the already strained relations 
between the Croatian government and ‘the tribunal, which 
says Zagreb’s failure to cooperate is hampering efforts to 


_ we don't move forward with real cooperation, this 
tribunal will be crippled," Judge Gabrielle Kirk 
McDonald warned. AP - The Hague 


Not guilty plea at genocide trial 

Two former senior Rwandan officials pleaded not cuiltv to 
genocide and crimes against humanity in their lirsf ' 
appearances before the troubled UN tribunal into 1994’ s 
mass slaughter. Anatole Nsengiyumva. a colonel in the 
former Rwandan army, and Ferdinand Nahimana, a 
former director of extremist Radio Milles Collin.es 
appeared separately before the tribunal in north Tanzania 
.Jheywere the most senior former officials to plead but" 
will be followed today by former colonel Theonesle 
Bagosora, widely considered the most wanted genocide 
suspect detained. Reuters - Arusha, Tanzania 
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A slip of the tongue, and the choice is easier 


W hat a performance. Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign 
Allans flies out Before he has taken off 
he siuxeeds in demonstrating his party’s 
terminal divisions on the subject of 
Europe. While there he gives a blue-rib- 
bon demonstration of the coarseness 
and sheer lack of imagination in British 
official thought about Europe’s fore- 
most power. His tongue slips on the 
Today programme, causing Prime Min- 
ister and Chancellor hours of unwonted 
scampering and spinning. When he 
gets to Bonn he proceeds to lecture the 
Germans on, of all things, the beauties 
of nationalism. The mandarins of the 
Foreign Office, pillars of intellectual dis- 
tinction. garnish his speech with a 
cliche of Immanuel Kant purloined 
from Isaiah Berlin and the only phrase 
sixth-form students of German ever 
Jeam from Martin Luther. Mr Rifkmd, 
well briefed, manages to discuss the 
constitution of the federal republic 
without once ever mentioning that it is 
exactly that - federaL The fact that Ger- 
mans think of European integration in 
terms of a concept of statehood which 
is historically and semantically quite dif- 
ferent from the one current here 
escapes our man in Bonn. 

But of course this was not really 
intended to be a speech addressed to 
the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. It was 
a sorry attempt by a big man to raise 
his personal profile for the sake of party 


posturing in the post-election stakes. 
Every time Mr Rifkin d does this, he 
becomes a smaller man. As the Rheinis- 
che Merkur observed before Mr Rifkind 
arrived, this speech was never intended 
to educate the Germans and the 
Swedes and the Danes. It was really an 
address to the British electorate. He 
would have saved the taxpayer a return 
air fare if he had simply got on the train 
for Lime Street and made his pitch to 
the electors of Wirral South. 

Let us immediately scotch the idea 
that there is something improper about 
Malcolm Rifkind crossing the North 
Sea to harangue foreigners. The old 
protocols about what ministers should 
do abroad were always prissy. It actu- 
ally serves the cause of Europe well for 
nation-state politicians to seek to build 
trans-national alliances, and to com- 
ment upon each other's affairs in pub- 
lic. For Mr Rifkind to drop a crude hint 
that he favours Wolfgang Schauble's 
position on European integration when 
Herr Schauble is being bruited as a 
replacement for Chancellor Kohl does 
no harm. We would welcome Klaus 
Kinkel coming to London to embarrass 
tbp lories by pointing up the bur- 
geoning gap between our Chancellor 
and Foreign Secretary - not a difficult 
thing to do, of which more anon. 

But visitors, especially Secretary of 
State visitors, owe their hosts a duty of 
historical attentiveness. It was not just 
Mr Rifkind's complete failure to grasp 
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the way the Germans live federalism 
that makes them so unworried by 
attaching powers to a European cen- 
tre: the view of integration taken in 
Munich or Hamburg is heavily and 
properly skewed by the already -exist- 
ing federal relationship between Lan- 
der and Bonn/Berlin. It was also his 
sheer lack of geo-political imagination. 
He says to the Germans: no, you can- 
not have European integration as 
presently conceived, that is bad for your 
national health. But there is nothing 
else for you either, save a utopian vision 
in which selling Mercedes-Benz cars 
becomes a recipe for universal peace 


and brotherhood. British politicians 
really must learn that if they are going 
to engage the attention of Germans 
they have to address their deep need 
to build their country in to Europe, to 
a network of alliances, to a destiny. If 
they are to argue convincingly that 
Chancellor Kofi's project for Franco- 
German rapprochement (aJca. Euro- 
pean Monetary Union) is to be rejected 
or deferred ad interim, there has at least 
to be the be ginnings of a suggestion for 
what replaces it. The German, political 
class is, it must be said, confused and 
uncertain about whether there is such 
an alternative. Constructive thought 


froraa\British politician - mirabik 
dzcad-would be welcome. 1 

But of course it is daff to expect orig- 
inality ffom a Conservative politician 
at this point m the paity’s hatory or this 
stage in the dedoral r^Je. Votes and 
position arealhthe fong-run interests 
of the countty behanged. Accoidmgto 
: John Major we have no need of exe- 
gesis on the Government’s position on 
a single currency; wait-and-see ambigu- 
■ ous, but straightforwardly ambiguous. ■ 
. However, Mr Rifkin d yesterday set out 
to set how much clear blue water he 
could put between himself and Labour. 
Instead, no sooner had light streamed 
'through the windows of Broadcasting 
House than he had set off an explosive 
device. We are, he said, hostile to 
single money. . 

Welcome the bang. It clears the air. 
Labour, per Robin Cook, has commit- 
ted to a position which can be sum- 
marised as ‘'empirical judgement on a 
nearer AD 2002". Malcolm Rifkind in 
effect says “never". If John Major 
were -T immy Carter he would doubtless 
admit that he lusted after the 
Rifkind/Redwood position in his heart. 
So where on earth, let alone dear blue 
water, does that leave Kenneth Clarke? 
Waving and drowning? Behaving as you 
might imagine someone to behave 
who is witnessing his party slip further 
and further away from him but has not 
yet mustered the courage to articulate 
the difference? 


The trip to Bonn was not therefore 
wasted, however little good it did ine 
Germans. The nature of the European 
choice before the British people tins 
spring became clearer. Labour, in i-s 
present buttoned-up mode, makes fe* 
slips of the tongue - witness the blana- 
ness of Gordon Brown's presentation 
in New York yesterday. Without slips 
of the tongue.* its European position is 
friendly. The Tory stand, as Mr Riflnnd 
revealed, is antipathetic. The choice 
becomes that much easier. 

A legal spanner 
in the works 

W hen should people be free in 
mutilate their consenting friends? 
As far as the law is concerned, never. 
That is why it would have been absurd 
for the European Court to do anything 
other than support the convictions in 
the Operation Spanner case. How 
could a court decide where consent 
ended and coercion began? Impossible. 

But the real lesson of this case is that 
it should not have been brought to 
court No one complained of an offence 
being committed. No other person s 
decency or privacy was invaded. No one 
was prevented from complaining by 
fear or intimidation. Better to have left 
it behind closed doors. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


What we can 
learn from 
Doncaster 

Sin Your leader (“Doncaster- a 
case for stronger councils”, IS 
February ) rightly slates that 
“whichever party or parties take 
power at the election, they 
confront a common task: the re- 
establishment of government in 
popular affection.” 

Labour's agenda for local 
government involves a 
combination of democratic 
reforms, new duties and 
responsibilities and strengthened 
audit powers, to ensure quality 
services and good value. 

The Government’s approach, in 
contrast, has been to dictate to 
local authorities, telling them what 
to do and how to do it. This is an 
attack on the vety strength of local 
government - its ability to reflect 
the diversity of each locality. 

Under a Labour government 
there will be a new relationship 
between local and national 
government one based on respect 
and partnership rather than, as at 
present, dictatorial rule. 

HILARY ARMSTRONG MP 
Shadow Local Gowmmcni Minister 
House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir: Doncaster is undoubtedly not 
the only Labour council to keep 
Tony Blair awake at nigbL As your 
leading article implies ( 18 
February), the problem is rooted in 
having one party in power for 
generations faced with little chance 
of defeat. 

Tony Blair's current response to 
embarrassingly left-wing or corrupt 
Labour councils is to retain Toiy 
shackles on loca I councils such as 
capping, , jr 
The best way forward for the 
Labour leader is to abandon the 
first-past-the-post system in favour 
of proportional representation. 

This would be the best guarantee 
that situations such as Doncaster 
become a thing of the past. 

DAVID RENDEL MP 
{Newbury Lib Dem) 

House of Commons 
London SW] 

Sir. If the alleged excesses of 
Doncaster Council are to be put 
down to the effects of municipal 
one-party rule and the absence of 
an effective opposition, the 
Conservative Party must lake its 
sh:tfc of the blame. 

. • 'Not only do the Conservatives 

come a distant third in council 

elections across most of South 
Yorkshire, but in whole swathes of 
the county they are unable even to 
field a candidate. This is a disaster 
for everyone who believes in local 
democracy. , , 

The result of this Tory meltdown 
is that Labour candidates are now 
elected unopposed in many South 
Yorkshire council wards. It was not 
always thus. In 1968 Lhe Tories took 
control of Sheffield City Council 
and throughout the 1970s and 
much of the 1980s formed a large 
and vigorous block in the city. They 
now have a single councillor. 

Tory party managers must 
urgently reflect on the wisdom of 
an electoral strategy which has 
sacrificed their parly al a local level 
in the North of England, Scotland 
and Wales in the hope of hanging 
on to national power in perpetuity 
with the votes of suburban, mostly 

southern, England 
Councillor PAUL BOWER 
{London Borough of Hounslow. Ijzb) 
Hounslow, Middlesex 

Sir. I don't know how you can get 
the impression (leading article, 18 



February) that “Labour's exercise 
of power locally is carefully hidden 
from view". 

It might be hidden from those 
whose only contacL with their 
Labour council is paying then- 
council tax by direct debit. But it is 
certainly not hidden from the 60 
per cent of people in a borough like 
Islington who have the council as 
their landlord or depend on its 
services. Their quality of life is 
crucially, and on a daily basis, 
affected by the inefficient and often 
dismissive treatment they receive. 

Nationally, we're told, they're a 
different party. But what is a party 
nationally but the sum of its local 
pans? Local government has more 
impact on many individuals' lives 
than national government. 

I am not one who shares what 
you describe as a “consensus” that 
a quick fix of elected mayors and a 
stronger ruling caucus wfll do the 
trick. Indeed, those proposals 
might intensify the fundamental 
problem, which is the arrogance of 
patronage, concentration of power 
and top-down rule inherent in 
Labour's political heritage. 
Councillor SARAH LUDFORD 
(Islington, Lib Dem) 

London HI 


Clean your trains 

Sin Stagecoach might recoup some 
customer goodwill lost over the 
cancelled South West trains 
(“Minister labels rail company 

inept over cuts”, 18 February) if it 
took the opportunity to clean them 
while they are in the depots with no 
drivers. It does not seem to have 
done much of this since taking 
over. 

Dr RM LOGAN 
tthlion-on-Thames. Sumy 


Other ways to 
treat depression 

Sin It is not often 1 am persuaded 
to use the adjective 
“irresponsible”, but I fear I must 
for the article written by Oliver 
James on SSRI antidepressants 
and their use (“The blue 
Nineties”, 1 1 February), and in 
particular the suggestion that any 
other pharmaceutical 
management of depression should 
not be tolerated. 

Let us examine the proper 
facts, as outlined in 77ie Treatment 
of Depression in Primary Care. 

This document reviews 162 
worldwide research papers on 
depression. 

Fact 1: Cognitive therapy has 
been shown to be as effective as 
other treatments of depression in 
primary care. 

Fact 2: There is no significant 

difference in efficacy or 

compliance with treatment 
between tricyclic antidepressants 
and SSRIs. Compliance is clearly 
related to acceptability by patients 
of the effect of the drugs. 

Fact 3: Shift to use of SSRIs as 
first-line drugs for depression 
would cost the NHS an additional 
£100m per year for no greater 
clinical outcome. 

SSRIs do have a place, but not 
lhe one advocated by Mr James. 
They are highly effective where 
phobic symptoms are a feature and 
in eating disorders. However, if Mr 
James and his ilk were to have their 
way. there would be far fewer 
resources to employ the therapists 


and mental health staff he also 
advocates using. 

There is also one further fact he 
omitted. Paroxetine, one of the 
SSRIs, produces withdrawal 
reactions on cessation. This 
implies dependency can occur. I 
remember similar newspaper 
articles in the 1970s to that of Mr 
James's, talking about the wonder 
drugs of Valium and Librium . . . 
and we all know where that sorry 
episode ended. 

Dr JOHN OLDHAM 
Glossop, Derbyshire 


No avoiding 
the euro 

Sir: Why are we allowing MPs to 
run the euro debate ? What they 
mean by sovereignty is that having 
removed layer upon layer of local 
government, with which many of us 
felt reasonably comfortable, they 
are now realisng that it is their 
turn. Will they, as a final act of 
defiance, try to damage the 
introduction of the euro? 

That business in Europe and a 
great deal of world trade will be 
conducted in the euro is inevitable. 
That the majority of British-based 
businesses will turn to U is certain. 
That employees will put their 
savings and pensions Into the euro 
instead of a declining pound will be 
prudent That more and more 
business will be conducted 
electronically in one of the three 
major trading currencies is 
unstoppable. 

The sensible approach is to 


acknowledge the inevitable and get 
ourselves into the driving seat 
ROBERT PRENDERGAST 
Beckenham, Kent 

Sir Your leading article on the 
European Social Chapter (10 
February) displays the common 
misconception that a level playing 
field in social protection is 
necessaty to achieve fair 
competition within Lhe European 
Union. This was indeed one of the 
reasons put forward in support of 
the inclusion of Article 1 19 (on 
equal pay for men and women) in 
the Treaty of Rome. However, the 
competitiveness of a company or 
industry is influenced not only by 
cost of labour, but also by 
numerous other factors such as the 
availability of a skilled workforce. 

The real reason for insisting on 
minimum labour standards is not 
an economic but an ethical one - 
the protection of the workforce 
from exploitation, to which the lack 
of commitment by our present 
government is outrageous. 

KELYN BACON 
European University Institute 
Florence 


National Parks: 
own worst enemy 

Sin Stephen Goodwin, in his report 
on the National Parks (“Business 
plougbsa green furrow”, 17 
Februaxy), helps to perpetuate the 
Parks myth by referring to them as 
“England and Wales's finest 
countryside". This is nonsense. The 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax: 01 71-293 2056: e-mail letters @independenLco. uk). 

E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


National Parks are. for the most 
part, upland areas, prone to a 
hostile climate at almost any time 
of year, and with veiy little of what 
the average Briton would class as 
“countryside”. 

The Parks are their own worst 
enemy. By so labelling themselves, 
they invite day-trippers. But their 
upland terrain seriously restricts 
communications, so that tourists in 
(for example) the Yorkshire Dales 
who wish to travel north-south arc 
limited to just two or three single- 
track roads linking one dale to the 
next Likewise, the various passes 
in the Lake District. 

The best of the countryside is. 
perversely but perhaps fortunately, 
in those areas which are either 
mare discreetly labelled (Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty; 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas) 
or not labelled at all. Shropshire 
and Dorset come immediately to 
mind. 

The sooner we debunk the myth 
of the National Parks, the better. 
The Scots, remember, have no 
National Parks at all. If they feel no 
need for them, why do we hang on 
to this idea in the South? 

AD EVANS 
Nottingham 


Be fair to Danes 

Sir: Further to Andreas Whittam 
Smith's article, “What Lhe archives 
reveal about stolen treasures" { IS 
February). 

Do justice to the Danes! To my 
knowledge, the small Jewish com- 
munity of Denmark survived al- 
most entirely because the Danes 
largely resisted collaboration with 
Nazi Germany. 
AXELSCHEFFLER 
London SW2 


Backward steps 
on adoption 

Sin The High Court judgment on 
the tragic case of Edita Keranovic 
has highlighted how complicated 
adoption can be. and how 
information and advice for all 
parties involved in this difficult 
area is desperately needed to 
safeguard the interests of 
children (“Family furious as judge 
says war baby must stay", IS 
February). 

In firelight of Stephen Darrell's 
announcement on Monday that 
adoption is to be made more open 
and independent, the imminent 
closure of the Overseas Adoption 
Helpline due to sudden withdrawal 
of government funds is to be 
deplored. 

The helpline provides the only 
source of accurate, independent 
advice available to social workers, 
lawyers and other professionals, as 
well as would-be adopters 
struggling through endless red tape 
both here and abroad. 

It is incongruous that amid 
government declarations of 
desiring local authorities to 
become “enablers" rather than 
“providers”, the Department of 
Health should now deride that such 
a valuable information service be 
provided by local authorities - 
which are under no statutory 
require mem to provide assistance 
with inter-countiy adoption 
enquiries - rather than by an 
independent volunuuy 
organisation. 

PETER THURNHAM MP 
(Bolton North East. Con) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sin I am disturbed by the decision 
of the Family Division in the case of 
Edita Keranovic, reported by Jojo 
Moyes. Surety the interests of the 
child would be better served by 
returning her to her natural family. 

During the Nazi occupation of 
Europe, many Jewish children were 
hidden with Gentile families. At 
Lhe war's end there were real 
problems when it came to returning 
these children to those of their 
natural families that had survived 
the Holocaust. Indeed there are 
cases of children who refused to 
return or of Gentiles who refused 
to give up their charges. 

In 1945 European Jews were 
desperate to find their missing 
relatives, to know who had 
survived. Their anguish can onh' he 
imagined when, having located" 
their children, they found that their 
precious offspring had been 
alienated from them, with 
devastating consequences for 
the future. 

ERIC RENDEL 
Edgware, Middlesex 


Into battle for 

Hastings 

Sir: As a frequent visitor to 
Hastings, I feel bound to defend 
the town after the distorted 
picture painted by Nicholas Roe 
(“Wrong time, wrong place", IS 
February). 

No mention was made of that 
unique charm found in the old pai 
of town: the squealing gulls, the 
fishing activity and collection of oi 
buildings around steep streets. 
Clambering up them brings the 
visitor to fine views of the bay the 
ruins of a castle and a lively 
smugglers' museum. 

Attractions such as these and fi 
Sea Life Centro are all more 
genuine than the tacky Vegas-stvli 
offenngs in other coastal towns,' 
mark GREY 
Sidcup. Kent 
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J ohn Major is going to 
open the debate indie 
House of Commons 
over Scotland and the 
constitution today. He 
will raise the flag of the Union, 
which he believes won him the 
last election. And. be ought to 
know. He intends it will win him 
this one too and dispatch Blair 
to the purgatory of opposition. 
The hard game commences. As 
it does Labour must project 
confidence in the principles of its 
commitment to reform. Other* 
wise Major could be proved 
righL The constitution is not its 
winning issue, but it can be a 
losing one. 

Blair knows how to be an 
eloquent advocate of reform. 
His speech to the Labour Party 
conference as shadow Horae 
Secretary before John Smith 
died and his Cardiff speech in 
his campaign lo win the party 
leadership were not drafts pro- 
duced by speech-writers for a 
busy leader more interested in 
other matters. The article that 
appeared over his name across 
three full pages of The 
Economist last autumn, pas- 
sages of which are clearly in his 
voice, ranis as one of the best 
arguments of need for the con- 
stitutional reform of Britain. 
Major's inability to reply was a 
notable failure. In the battle of 
ideas a clear victory has gone to 
the swelling ranks of radicalism. 

Constitutional reform is noL 
however, a popular issue in 
England. Even though many 
reforms receive very high 
degrees of support (in the case 
of freedom of information an 
astronomic 80 per cent), they 
are not voters' prime concern. 
Only in Scotland, with its 
deeper constitutional culture, 
docs the electorate sense a 
connection between reform 
and the delivery of better social 
and economic growth. Across 
the rest of Britain, reform can 
only become genuinely popular 
when it happens. 

Labour wants to fight the 
election on other issues. The 
Government does not And the 
Tories haw spotted a weakness: 
Blair and his advisers have 
measured the fear of change 
that resides in the bosoms of 
swing voters. Of course, such 
voters desire some change, or 
they' would not be swinging. To 
make sure they do noi swing 
back Blair fcds’obligcd to reas- 
sure them they need not fear a 
change of government. 

Some say that in its fear of 
the fear factor. New Labour 
risks destroying the hope factor 
of millions who positively want 
change. This could demobilise 
existing support. The Tories 
see a different, intrinsic 



vulnerability. By targeting 
Labour’s fear of fear, they 
could expose it as a coward's 
strategy that no talk of strong 
leadership will disguise. If they' 
succeed. Labour will emerge as 
genuinely dangerous or pusil- 
lanimous or both. Pendulum 
voters will then return. 

The Tories will claim that 
Labour naivete will destroy all 
wc love best Thai New Labour 
threatens the unity and coher- 
ence of our country with its half- 
baked plans. That concessions 
to Scots with a parliament and 


to minorities with a bill of rights 
will arouse but not satisfy- the 
beneficiaries. That such reforms 
will provide light without 
warmth and lead to demands 
for the fire next time. Once put 
to the torch, our institutions will 
bum out of controL 
And what will Labour reply? 
Cool it, is the advice Blair will 
receive. Arouse no expecta- 
tions: neither alarm nor palpi- 
tate hearts in the marginals. Let 
the issue wither and focus on 
education, health, jobs and 
crime. Just tell the Conserva- 
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tives that they are being silly. 

In one sense such advice is 
right Tragically, perhaps, vot- 
ers still feel that issues of 
power, sovereignty and how: 
the country is run, belong to 
“them”, especially them with 
wigs and funny voices. But the 
Tories may well be right as 
well They are more than used 
to rehearsing the supposed 
irrelevance of constitutional 
issues. They are Conservatives. 
They want the nature of the sys- 
tem kept to the margins of 
democratic politics. The long, 
historic silence was their first 
line of defence against mass 
suffrage. How is it. then, that 
those who are best as pro- 
claiming the constitution's irrel- 
evance now see it as an elec- 
tion-winning issue? 

This is how they calculate iL 
The swing voter does not see all 
that much difference between 
the parties, except that Labour 
is new. We deserve a change, 
and while Blair is untried he 
can be trusted. As the consti- 
tution is the one issue where 
Blair has offered something 
different, it must be spun to 
show- that Blair can't be trusted. 
If the Tories hammer at the 
issue. Labour could break and 


run. Then the people will be 
aroused. - 

Through its fear of the fear 
factor Labour could be pan- 
icked - this is the Tory strategy 
- into proclaiming that its 
reforms are not radical. That 
they mean only a slight degree 
of change. That the sacred 
spirit of our historic settlement 
will be safe in its hands. That 
the intention is only improve- 
ment and in no way replace- 
ment, with horrid, continental 
style written documents. Then 
it will be ambushed with the 
quotes from Cardiff, from 
Smith, from Brown, advocating 
the need for a “new settle- 
ment”. Confusion will be sown 
in Labour ranks. 

Such a Tory ambush could be 
effective because the constitu- 
tion does touch the unity and 
destiny of the country, our 
nature as a society, our charac- 
ter as a nation. Knowing this, 
they wfl] exploit it If Labour 
denies that it ts seeking to reform 
the system as a whole -if it pro- 
jects reform as technical, com- 
plicated and piecemeal - then 
the Tories will, in their defence 
against any tampering, speak 
out for the spirit of the whole. 

Fought out in these terms. 


the Conservatives would have 
two decisive advantages: the 
truth and a clear message. The 
British constitution is not a 
technicality. Change a part and 
you do indeed put the whole at 
risk, for it is a seamless web 
spun by the absolute sover- 
eignty of pariiamecL Therefore 
Labour needs to justify the 
reforms it wants and say how it 
will lead the country in a fast- 
changing world. 


Bi 


I ut Labour does not have 
.a theory of change. This 
’is surprising as, more 
than any previous Labour 
leader (even if this is not say- 
ing much), Blair is interested in 
change. He is attracted to it and 
sees the need for it in Britain. 

But what land or change does 
he want? Fear of the fear factor, 
it seems, has silenced any 
answer. It is unanswerably the 
case that his approach is sweep- 
ing and ambitious, because he 
has so described it himself. But 
what laws of motion is be seek- 
ing to unleash? With Thatcher 
we knew the answer. Change for 
her came from the market Free 
the market, and wealth could be 
produced and trickle down. 

Blair is not 3 free-marketeer. 


He and Gordon Brown believe 
that the state is needed to help 
enable sustainable growth. A 
Fabian then? Blair has rejected 
“incrementalism”, and it was 
old Labour that held that the 
man in Whitehall knew best. 
Liberalism? Blair rarely uses 
the word liberty. His political 
attitudes are communitarian 
rather than individualist. Obvi- 
ously be is not a leftist who 
believes in a take-over from 
below. He is not -certainly not 
yet - a conservative parlia- 
mentarian who regards out 
institutions as embodying the 
wisdom of the ages. He sees the 
need for new answers and the 
redundancy of the old methods 
of arriving at them. 

How, then, will he arrive at 
his? As (he Tojy assault . on 
Labour’s constitutional pack- 
age gathers intensify, he bad 
bret respond. It could prove a 
disaster if Labour were to 
“deny” that a bill of rights, a 
Scottish parliament, abolition 
of hereditary peers, a freedom 
of information act, a referen- 
dum on the voting system, 
together add up to significant 
change. They would look eva- 
sive if not lying, because they 
would be evasive and lying. A 


Vote for us and mind your own business 


O ne of the reasons that 
election talk is so 
baffling and so dreary 
is that it has fallen into the 
hands of journalists (who 
see it as a kind of 
confrontational soap opera), 
psephologists (who see it as 
a once- in-five-years chance 
to get vastly over-excited) 
and politicians (who see it 
as another chance to lie 
their heads off). So today I 
have summoned oue of our 
top business experts. Sir 
Janies Lee Harvey-Oswald, 
to give a businessman's 
slant and answer your 
questions in a refreshingly 
businesslike manner. 

All yours. Sir James! 

I am seriously thinking of 
investing my vote in one of the 
parties at the next election, but 
/ do not want to enter into any 
agreement that I might later 
regret. Do you have any advice 
on what son of contract I 
should look for? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Oddly enough, there 
is no contract to be'signed. It 
is all done by verbal 
agreement. When you have 
voted, you have given the 


winning party your full 
approval to do whatever they 
like with your money for the 
next five years and there is 
nothing you can do about it. 
They do not have to consult 
you thereafter and they do 
not have to get your approval. 
They can buy or sell anything 
of yours they like ... 

What do you mean by 
anything? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: I mean anything they 
can get their hands on. 

Whter. railway systems, arms 
to Iraq ... 

They have been sellbig 
railways to Iraq? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: No, just weapons. 
Should they haw been doing 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: No. But then they 
said they weren't. 

Why did the r say that? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: They were lying. 

Oh dear. How did they jusrijy 
that? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: They didn'L They just 
said afterwards that they 
hadn't been lying. 

So they lied about having tied? 



Miles 

Kington 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Yes. So you can see . 
that there wouldn’t be much 
point in entering into a 
contract with them because 
you couldn’t trust them 
anyway. 

Oh. WtlL don’t they put 
anything in writing at all? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Oh, yes. Every party 
issues a prospectus of 
undertakings before an 
election. 

Ah! This sounds more like it! 
Can l get hold of U? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 


writes: Certainly. It is called 
a manifesto, and it sets out 
the party’s promises and 
commitments. 

And if the party Tgh-e mv i vie 
to gets iruo power, it will carry 
out this programme of 
promises? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Not usually. It would 
be considered quite odd. not 
to say suspicious, for a 
political party to cany out its 
election programme. 

Why? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Because an election 
manifesto is exactly what it 
says it is - a manifesto which 
enables it to win an election. 
When the election is good 
and won. they can put other 
ideas into practice. 

Bui surely if a party fails to 
abide by Us own manifesto, it 
is guilty of fraudulent practice 
or uttering false promises or 
something, isn t U? 

Sir James Lee Haxvey-Oswaid 
writes: Yes. 

So you could sue them or take 
them to court? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: No. 

Why not? 

Sir James Lee Hatvcy-Oswald 


writes: Even if you take a 
government to court, and 
even if you win, the govern- 
ment refuses to admit it. 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, is always being 
told by the law lords and the 
courts that he is wrong, but 
he never takes any notice. 
Why not? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Science has not yet 
come up with a satisfactory 
explanation. Current 
thinking suggests that Mr 
Howard’s DNA contains a 
smugness gene of such 
strength that it debars him 
from ever admitting he is 
wrong about anything. 

My goodness! Poor chap! 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Precisely. That is why 
we must all feel sony for 
him. Even the Labour Party 
feds sorry for him. 

Does the Labour Party refrain 
from attacking him, then? 

Sir James Lee Harvey-Oswald 
writes: Yes. Well, they have 
given Jack Straw the job of 
criticising him, which comes 
to the same thing. 

More of this enlightening 
interview tomorrow. 1 hope. 
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contemporary democratic 
agenda does mean a new set- 
tlement- Is this What Labour 
wants? Deny it. and they are 
caughL Accept it and they will 
have to explain themselves. 

There are only two ways of 
gaining a new settlement. 
Either all at once, in a single 
constitutional revolution, or 
step by step. Labour was right 
to reject Liberal-Democrat 

demands for a “Big Bang"’ on 
the constitution. Its alternative 
is a process of deliberate 
change. 

Two kinds of change are on 
offer. One from the Conserva- 
tives. only they will not say so. 
and the other from Labour 
provided it dares to say so. 
The first the traditional Tory 
one, is adaptation .in order to 
remain the same. The second, 
the New Labour one, is alter- 
ation in order to become Jii- 
ferent. The motivation for the 
first is that we are already the 
best and simply need to keep 
our superiority intact. The 
motivation of the second is 
that we have fallen behind and 
need to change the relation- 
ships between government and 
society. 

__ In Beyond Left and Right, the 

maU gu Mh sociologist Anthony Giddens 

jffl ^ M w calls this second kind of 
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creativity of an open society, it 
follows that we need to eslab- 

The Tories plan to fri ghte n the nation into spurning constitutional reform. But, argues ■ in^ simple, tangible steps lo 

Anthony Barnett, backing down in the face of hostile fire could prove fetal for Labour , .gSSljisS 

When Blair’s advisers tell 


him to fear the fear factor they 
say people lack trust. How- 
ever, people trust themselves 
much more than they' trust any 
politician. There is a word for 
this: democracy. If Labour's 
constitutional reforms mean 
anything, they mean more and 
better democracy. It should 
not be afraid of saying so: it 
needs to give purpose to its 
method. 

A firm rebuttal of John 
Major's constitutional assault is 
within Labour’s means. Britain 
needs reform with consent that 
draws on the traditions of lib- 
erty and democracy. Consent 
means decentralisation and 
accepting difference (eg in 
Scotland). Power is to be 
shared, not monopolised. Uni- 
formity and secrecy are British 
diseases, not successes. A free- 
dom of information act will 
help to prove this, as it begins 
to cure it. The process needs 
time and must place confidence 
in the people. If Labour is too 
afraid to say this then, indeed, 
it should never have embraced 
reform in the first place. 

The writer is director of the 
Birkbeck College Sovereignty 
Seminar. 
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The nature of our 
DNA will always 
lag behind nurture 



Gene 
testing is 
pointless. 
Our fetes 
are more 
likely to 
be shaped 
by our 
postcodes 


G enes frighten us, for ter- 
rible things have been 
done in their name. 

Genes are modem runes - we 
fear reading in them the ghosts 
of the past and die future. We 
fear finding the meaning of life 
itself if one day they tell us pre- 
cisely how much we are to 
blame - did we faD our gifts or 
overcome the defects allotted 
us by nature? The double helix 
is a double-edged sword and 
we gaze darkly into that twisted 
thread of life. 

Gene-phobia surfaced twice 
this week, yesterday with the 
threat of genetic testing for life 
insurance. Earlier there were 
the chance remarks of Nobel 
prize-winner, James Watson, 
the discoverer, together with 
Francis Crick, of DNA. A mis- 
leading headline in The Sunday 
Telegraph read “Abort babies 
with gay genes, says Nobel 
winner”. Needless to say, gay 
activists and pro-lifers called 
Watson “outrageous”. (In any 
case, the “gay gene” theory is 
now sdentmcaUy discredited). 

Vfatson is an awkward char- 
acter so maybe he meant to 
throw a stone into the gene 
pool. However, as Richard 
Dawkins wrote in a letter to 
The Independent yesterday, 
what Watson actually said was 
that women should have a 
right to abortion for airy rea- 
son, however trivial. The pres- 
ence of a gay gene or the lack 
of a musical gene might be friv- 
olous reasons, but rf for whatever crazy rea- 
son, a woman decides she does not want the 
child she is carrying, what is the point of 
forcing her? Why create a gay child with a 
homophobic mother? In feet, of course, 
women very rarely abort frivolously - agonis- 
ing over the decision even when a foetus has 
catastrophic defects. 

But set aside the abortion issue. There is no 
point in arguing about it since no one ever 
crosses the great ideological crevasse that 
divides the pro- and anti-abortionists. Instead, 
let us examine the fear of genetic engineering 
that James Watson unleashed with his remarks. 
Designer babies! 

By the year 2005 every single human gene 
will have been mapped in the mighty Human 
Genome Project that Watson initiated. So what 
if one day we can manipulate human genes? 
Will we rifle through Harley Street catalogues 
to assemble our baby of choice? For my 
daughter, HI order up an IQ of 180, the voice 
of Cyndi Lauper, the wisdom of Nelson 
Mandela, the face of Juliette Binoche, the 
hands of a sculptor, the heart of a benefactor 
with side-orders of diligence, wit and cunning. 
Will people of special talent donate their genes 
to gene banks? If so. what price a touch of 
Pavarotti's voice box, Magdi Yacoub's hands, 
Salman Rushdie’s verbal felicities, David 
Helfcott’s piano fingers (but please, not the rest 
of him)? 

Stop there. No more of this. It is all fan- 
tastical science-fiction nonsense, the stuff of 
The X Files and Dark Sides. It is not going to 
happen, listen instead to the wise words of 


The resurrection at 



Professor Steve Jones, who has 
just written the introduction to 
a new edition of Watson and 
Crick’s great work. The Double 
Helix. 

Jones has said it time and 
time again. Genes do not deter- 
mine these things. Nurture wiD 
always dominate nature, lb be 
sure, some gene defects - like 
cystic fibrosis - are horribly 
precise indicators of early 
death. But intelligence, musical 
talent? Forget it Even those 
genes that show a strong dis- 
position to specific conditions 
such as heart disease are not 
predictors. If those who know 
they are in danger eschew a diet 
of fried Mars bars they will not 
die of heart disease. 

You want to predict life 
expectancy? Forget genes, just 
ask why people who live in 
London SW7 live U years 
longer than people who live in 
London E8. A mother wants a 
rich, successful child? Tell hex 
to marry a rich man, the best 
possible predictor of die child's 
future social status. 

What of intelligence, likely 
to be people’s first genetic 
choice? It raises the spectre of 
a genetic super-class ruling 
over a genetic under-class. But 
there is no gene for intelli- 
gence, so it will not happen. 
There are a large number of 
genes responsible - and even 
then, according to Jones, nur- 
ture wins out “You want a 
more intelligent population? 
Easy, double teachers' pay.” It would be a lot 
cheaper and more effective than genetic 
manipulation. Why did the average IQ of 
Japanese children rise by 10 percent over the 
past 20 years? Have they been polishing up 
their genes? No, their schools got better. 

Steve Jones talks of the intelligence gene 
with a special venom. He was brought up in 
the Wirral, where the byelection is now being 
fought over the future of gr ammar schools. 
That system selected out Jones for grammar 
school and his destiny as a Professor of 
Genetics, while his brother, whom he regards 
as equally intelligent, foiled the 11-plus, went 
to a secondary modem and is now an unem- 
ployed bricklayer. That’s what tinkering with 
eugenics does to people - and the 11-plus 
springs from an essentially eugenic view of 
humanity. Boosting the education of all will 
yield far better results than trying to select the 
right few. 

Genes are dangerous when ignorantly inter- 
preted. The insurance industry's trade body 
yesterday gave a good example of crude abuse. 
Anyone who has had a genetic test and knows 
their health prognosis will have to tell their 
insurers - a short step away from demanding 
tests for all. Some wfll become genetically unin- 
surable while the healthiest will be fought over 
by insurance companies. But this is not the 
fault of genetics and the law could fix it by 
demanding equal insurance rights for alt 
spreading the risk fairly. The tree of knowledge 
has always frightened us but Eve was right to 
eat from it How we use or abuse that knowl- 
edge is in our hands. 


S ometimes you can 
have too much light. 
For almost 60 years 
the big west window 
of the chapel of Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford, has 
been glazed with plain trans- 
parent leaded lights, and the 
lofty vaulted ceiling, the rood 
screen and the ancient reredos 
at the east end have been 
drenched in the cold light of the 
modern day. The stained glass 
in the other windows 
consequently suffered “face 
light" - light from the front - 
that obscured them, and the 
mood of the whole chapel was 
flattened. 

It had not always been this 
way. Until the late 1930s, a 
magnificent monochrome 
stained glass window — a 
grisaille window - from the 
17th century, based on 
Michelangelo’s Last Judgment 
in the Sistine Chapel, had filled 
the west wall, and the light in 
the chapel was mellow and 
muted, so the ancient wood and 
the carved stone gleamed with 
a dull gleam. On entering, as 
one's eyes adjusted to the som- 
breness, there was no doubt 
one was in a place reserved for 
meditation and prayer. 

But then all changed. The 
threat of war with Germany 
loomed, and the window was 
dismantled for safe keeping 
(ironically it was severely dam- 
aged in the process) and put 
into storage. The man respon- 
sible for the window went off to 
war, and was killed. And in the 
years of post-war austerity, per- 
haps that flatness, that mun- 
dane light of day, seemed 
grimly right for the times. Or 
perhaps people just forgot, or 
had more pressing things on 
their minds. Whatever the rea- 
son, the plain west window 
stayed the way it was. 

In 1992, however, a member 
of the college called Stuart 
Lever became Master of the 
Worshipful Company of 
Glaziers and Painters of Glass 
and decided to mark his year in 
office by making a start on the 
restoration of the west window, 
using the original glass where 
possible and replacing it where 
it was not. He chose to restore 
a small panel above the main 
window. It looked fine. 

There the matter might have 
rested. But in a place lie Mag- 
dalen College, with a history 
. stretching back more than 500 
years and with alumni who 
include Tyndale, Gibbon, 
Joseph Addison, and Oscar 
Wilde, the present is an endless 
conversation with die past In 
1994 a film crew arrived at 
Magdalen for the location 
shooting for the film 


by Peter Popham 
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Shadowiands, starring Anthony 
Hopkins, the broadly factual 
account of one of the college's 
most famous recent fellows, 
the theologian and writer 
C S Lewis. One scene for the 
film was shot in the chapel and 
the an director, unhappy with 
the baldness of the light from 
the west window, taped a 
painted impression of the Last 
Judgment scene over it, to 
approximate the way it must 
have looked in the past. 

Anthony Smith, the presi- 
dent of the college and a former 
director of the British Film 
Institute, was impressed. Mem- 


ories were jogged, archives 
consulted. With a handsome 
anonymous donation from an 
American member of the col- 
lege, the project to restore the 
entire window was under way. 

It was the latest twist in a tale 
of miraculous survival. During 
the Civil Wir, in their cam- 
paign against what were called 
“tokens of monarchy and mon- 
uments of superstition”, 
Cromwell’s troopers dragged 
all the coloured glass in the 
chapel windows down from the 
walls, laid it on the chapel 
floor and trampled back and 
forth across it on horseback 


until it was broken into small 
pieces. 

The Last Judgment window- 
in the west wall had been com- 
pleted only a few years before, 
in the 1630s. the work of one 
Richard Grcenbunr. But mys- 
teriously, Cromwell's soldiers 
left it aloae. Perhaps the sub- 
dued shades were more accept- 
able to Puritans who could not 
abide the flashy greens and 
scarlets elsewhere; or perhaps 
the Last Judgment theme kept 
them at a respectful distance. 
Whatever the reason, the win- 
dow was left intact and in situ. 
When it was shattered, some of! 


vinu> later, it was not religioir> 
’fanaticism but the Great Storm 
of 1702 that did it. Ninety year? 
after that the college authori- 
ties finally got around to 
repairing iti and the glass 
painter they chose to do the 
job. Francis Egiiiton. replaced 
the severe blacks and greys of 
the orieina! with the warm ent- 
ice tones that survive today. 

The filming of Shadawtands 
stirred Magdalen with the 
desire to restore that mellow 
glory. But where was the glass'.’ 
One of the down-sides to hav- 
ing a history tliat goes back half 
a millennium is Thai you accu- 
mulate a lot of lumber. "Wf vc 
goL a farm outside Oxford full 
of stuff awaiting restoration. 
and we found some of the Last 
Judgment glass there.” 
Anthony Smith recalls. “Bui 
when Peter Archer of Chapel 
Studio, the restorers, looked at 
h. he said there was a lot miss- 
ing. So we turned the college 
upside down looking for the 
rest of it - we have acres of out- 
houses - but nothing came to 
light. 

“Finally the college butler. 
Terry Newport, remembered 
that his predecessor had told 
him th3t his predecessor had 
told him that there was a lot of 
glass stored in wine boxes in a 
ventilation tunnel that runs 
alongside the wine cellars 
under the New Buildings {con- 
structed in 17351.” When the 
clerk of works ventured down 

- he had to crawl 60 or 7U yards 

- sure enough, there it was. 
The boxes had rotted away 
and much of the glass was bro- 
ken. but the bulk of it was 
there.” 

Peter Archer of Chapel 
Studio, a leading stained glass 
restorer, then set to work on 
the jigsaw puzzle, creating new 
i pieces where there were gaps. 
The technique of grisaille is 
painting in reverse: firsl you 
coat the entire surface uni- 
formly with hrnwn pigment, 
made from ground glass and 
metal oxides: (hen. when dry. 
you pick it away with brushes 
and needles to create the 
image. “We had half a dozen 
people working on it and ii 
took about nine months." says 
Peter .Archer. “It was particu- 
larly difficult because the orig- 
inal was so finely done, exquis- 


itely painted, and vve had to 
replicate that quality.” 

Their long effort paid off: in 


the finished window it is impos- 
sible to tell the new parts from 
the old. and the work has 
become a collaborative effort 
by great craftsmen that spans 
four centuries: a work that has 
triumphed over weather, war 
aad apathy to survive. 


Rust Belt romantics 

The left’s claims about manufacturing industry do not add up 


W hen Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, gate-crashed a business 
conference organised by a left-wing 
think-tank recently, he was mocked for describ- 
ing the assembled captains of industry as a front 
for the Labour Party. But there was an element 
of truth in Mr Heseltine’s accusation that the busi- 
nessmen were being misled by out-of-date and 
selective statistics. For the left's myth that 
Britain's investment performance has been dismal 
rests on a confection of evidence that does not 
stand up to closer scrutiny. 

It is an article of faith in the Labour Party that 
investment is good, and more investment is 
better, like a reverse version of the beasts’ slogan 
in Animal Farm - two legs good, four legs better, 
six even better still. Even the dimmest of sheep 
can see that investment is lower in Britain than 
elsewhere, ergo low investment explains Britain's 
economic problems. 

Will Hutton isaleader of this tendency. In his 
besf-seller. The State We're In. he thunders: 
“What is now required is a national effort to 
organise a sustained increase in investment ... 
[but] the indifference to investment and employ- 
ment are deep-seated.” 

So fr agil e, is the Government s economic cred- 
ibility that nobody believes the Deputy Prime 
Minister when he bleats that, property measured, 
investment is not unusually low in the UK. The 
truth is drowned by the chorus of industrial nos- 
talgia from both Labour and business. 

Consider that recent business commission 
report published under the wings of the Institute 
for Public Policy Research. It rays bluntly: 
“Under-investment is a major contributor to slow 
growth. ... Our objective must be to enter a vir- 
tuous circle of performance and investment. 
Gloss over the fact that this was written by some 
of the people who have it in theu- power to 
increase investment in the British economy, 
such as the chairman of British Aerospace, the 
chairman of Sainsbury'sand the managing direc- 
tor of GEC. These eminent businessmen reckon 
the economy wfll reap what it sows, and we arc 
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^th^isl^tomoier uufastrial coun- 
-Ste ^UKbvests less than a fifth of what it 
p^duce* whfle Japan, at the other extreme, 
SSSarty a third of the value of itsoutput. 
The myth-making starts by ignoring two special 


by Diane Coyle 



Investment 
in the 
economy is 
. . too low 



factors that account for the UK’s low rank. Pri- 
vate sector business investment is about the same, 
relative to the size of the economy, as in the other 
big advanced economies. Only Japanese busi- 
nesses invest a lot more. 

However, capital spending by the British gov- 
ernment has dived during the past decade and 
a half, the sacrificial victim on the altar of pub- 
lic spending control. The Private Finance Ini- 
tiative has not yet proved itself able to fill the 
gap, and Mr Heseltine must forgive some scep- 
ticism about it on the part of his political oppo- 
nents. On the other hand, the Iron Chancellor 
in waiting, Gordon Brown, has committed him- 
self to not spending any more, so Labour is on 
uncertain ground if it wants to claim that it will 
boost public sector investment to international 
standards. 

The other area of British investment weakness 
is construction. Surprisingly, the volume of house- 
building in the UK is less than half that of any other 
big economy apart from the US. The reason may 
be that prices for construction are unusually high 
in this country. This seems to be due to the exis- 
tence of an extra layer of professionals - quantity 
surveyors - that does not exist elsewhere. They 
make putting up new buildings expensive com- 
pared to patching up and making do with old ones. 

So if British business is actually investing as 
much as its counterparts abroad, does that mean 
the Labour Party's emphasis on the investment 
cure lor our economic His is pure quackery? The 
last line of defence is the argument that although 
business investment might look adequate on the 
surface, manufacturing investment is low. There 
is a grain of truth in this, with Britain lagging 
slightly behind countries like France and Germany 
in the investment share of manufacturing. But to 
claim this small difference is the basis for all our 
economic ills is a symptom of pure workerist 
romanticism. 

Britain’s manufacturing sector accounts for less 
than a quarter of the economy, and we have a big- 
ger services sector than most other countries. The 
only one with a smaller manufacturing base, the 
US, is the richest nation on earth. Just as agricul- 
ture has shrunk as a share of the economy during 
the past century, manufacturing is following suit 

There are New Labourites who recognise 
this, and have switched their emphasis to the 
importance of a highly educated work-force. But 
rather than ditch die investment myth, they call 
for investment fa human capital rather than the 
kind that is rusting in Britain’s old industrial belt. 


Nothing wrong 
with jam today 


M an cannot live by 
bread alone, but add a 
scraping of margarine 
and a dollop of strawberry jam 
and he will probably live quite 
happily. 

Or at least such was the 
case with seven-year-old Craig 
Flatman who survived cheer- 
fully for three years eating 
nothing but jam butties with no 
noticeably bad side-effects. 

He had eaten thousands of 
them, but his parents decided 
that jam tomorrow, jam yes- 
terday and always jam today 
was bad for their son and took 
him to Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. There he was 
accepted on a six-month pro- 
gramme where he was “cured” 
of his eating disorder. 

Eating disorder? Since when 
has a passion for bread and 
jam been bad for you? In real- 
ity, as it turns out, Craig's eat- 
ing habits showed a nutritional 
maturity far beyond his years. 

Tom Sanders, Professor of 
Nutrition and dietetics at 
King's College. London, 
analysed Craig’s diet and 
found that it was providing 
him with most of what he 
needs: energy from carbohy- 
drates, proteins, fat-soluble 
vitamins and essential sugar. 
And Craig is not alone. A 
study done in two German 
orphanages after the Second 
World War found that those 
who had lived on bread and 
butler remained healthy. 

But the reason why Craig’s 
story fascinated us all was 
because we were secretly jeal- 
ous. As we munched on our 
limp cabbage and virtuously 
chewed our way through tom 
we desperately wanted to be 
Craig Flatman - a boy with the 
courage of his convictions who 
didn’t want to eat anything 
but jam butties, so be didn’t 


There may be no love sfa- 
cerer than the love of food but 
surely we’ve ail had enough of 
the way huge industries bully 
us into eating the latest fad and 
fashion. Coriander. Sun-dried 
tomatoes. Rocket. It's so diffi- 
cult remembering which one’s 
acceptable at dinner parties 
and which one’s passe. We fol- 
low Delia slavishly, panic in 
late-night supermarkets and 
end up with a wide range of 
foods and indigestion. 

Well, the fascination with 
endless pills and potions, exotic 
fruits and vegetables can now 
be thrown aside. For those of 
us who are secret Craig Rat- 
mans, there is hope. All you 
actually need to eat if you 
want to remain healthy is a 
round of Marmite sandwiches 
and an orange washed down 
with a glass of milk. It may 
sound a touch monotonous to 
the stubborn gourmet but 
according to Professor 
Sanders, it will mean you have 
all the essential nutrients you 
need. 

Bread provides you with the 
carbohydrate energy plus vita- 
min B complex and vitamin E. 
Margarine supplies the fat- 
soluble vitamins and particu- 
larly vitamins A and D- Mar- 
mite is an excellent source of 
B12 while the orange gives 
you vitamin C and the milk 
gives you calcium. 

Think what an easy life we 
will have living on sandwiches. 
No more agonising over what 
to serve your mother-in-law. 
No more endless slaving over 
a hot stove to produce a soufBS 
when the damn thing still won’t 
rise. And best of all hardly any 
washing-up. As Marie 
Antoinette should have said: 
Let them eat butties. 

Glenda Cooper 
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The Achilles' heel of all au- 
thoritarian systems - the diffi- 
. culty of handing over power 
‘.unless a dynasty is firmly in 
place - put the fate or China 
once again in the bands of an 
enfeebled old man over the last 
six years. "While Deng Xiaoping 
shrank into senility, power- 
seeking factions circled hungrily 
round his throne and the co im- 


policies had re invigorated. 
His refusal to contemplate po- 
litical liberalisation has placed 
his ghost among those of dozens 
of East Asian dictators who 
have clung on to power at any 
cost 

During the 1980s "Mr Prag- 
matism" was the pin-up boy of 
Hong Kong and others who 


wished China and its future well, 
tiy lacked the firm leadership it and his anti-dogma aphorisms 
needed during a period of "Learn truth from facts" and “It 
chaotic change. does not matter whether the cat 

«:- The years of Deng’s dotage is black err white as long as it 
(..carried painful memories of the catches mice" were widely quot- 

• early half of the 1970s when Mao ed with enthusiasm. Neverthe- 
’Be-tung took an infernally long 

— time to die in his pavilion in the 
Zhongnanhai, the imperial coro 

.• -pound alongside Peking’s 
. ; Forbidden City, while his eho- 
,. sen heir and successor, Hua 
: Guofeng, scrabbled for powerin 
competition with Mao's wife and 

- the radical Gang of Four. With 
, Mao dead, the race was even- 
. . tualty won by Deng, the twice- 
- . disgraced dark horse. 

If history repeats itself, 

. Deng’s designated heir, Presi- 
■, dent Jiang Zemin and his 
. . .faction, which has amassed con- 
-...isiderable power in recent years, 

... ,wiD form a collective leadership 
..-until another strong man 

- -emerges from the ruck. 

If Jiang does remain in pow- 
. .. er, it will be a welcome indica- 
tion that bis reforms and 

- measures to institutionalise the 
, . .power pyramid (as well as pla- 
. eating the military) have ma- 
. . lured the system sufficiently to 
• . free China from the threat of 
1 personality cults and one-man 
L . rule. Nevertheless, palace 

politics are deeply ingrained. 

Jiang's succession could be 

- challenged by either of his two 
■ main lieutenants: Prime Min- 
. isier U Peng, a colourless ap- 
paratchik who gained strength 

• - with other hard-liners in the 

crackdown which followed the 
Tiananmen tragedy in 1989 and 
who, with the ageing “Soviet fac- 
. tion", have always deprecated 
, Dengist revisionism, and Zhu 
Rongji, a technocrat who tries 
to identify himself with re- 
forms. modernisation and Chi- 
na's recent economic progress. 

. Neither can the army's inter- 
vention be discounted. Last 
year’ s threatening manoeuvres 
\ as Thiwan prepared to go to the 
polls revealed its readiness to 
play the nationalistic card in 
shaping policies. 

Had Deng died in early 1989. 
most historians would have 


praised him as the pragmatic lib- 
eral who steered China back to 
. a commonsense middle course 
.after three decades of disastrous 
excesses. While his apologists can 
■: claim that his abandonment of 
a command economy put Chi- 
. na. however belatedly, on the 
road to prosperity, the* loss of so 
1 . many state controls has cotnpli- 
v cated the task of his proteges in 
;. . dealing with problems caused by 
the growth he triggered: an 
!• overburdened infrastructure, an 
overheated economy, inflation 
and an outflow- of capital, plus 
a massive growth of corruption 
and criminal gangs. 

Deng will also be remem- 
bered as the man Who imposed 
martial law on China in May 
1989, who gave his blessing to 
the troops who shot down the 
dissidents in and around 
Tiananmen Square and who 
subsequently ordained the im- 
prisonment, purge and exiling 
of his critics. As a moderniser, 
he was willing to open up 
China to inflows of foreign 
technology, management tech- 
niques and investment, but not 
to the accompanying winds of 
. change and flows of ideas. He 
was thus the architect of "mar- 
ket Marxism" but in the final 
analysis he had only Stalinist 
answers to the very forces his 


less, the 1989 crackdown should 
not have come as a surprise: 
Deng's career was remarkable 
not only for an elastic capacity 
to survive but a ruthless readi- 
ness to take any steps to ensure 
that survival. 

The son of an educated mi- 
nor landowner in the Western 
province of Sichuan, Deng 
sailed for France at the age of 
16 as a worker-student. There, 
between 1920 and 1926 (his 
years in France overlapping 
with those of Chou En-lai), he 
imbibed Marxism and became 
a professional revolutionary. 
He received training in the arts 
of the underground during 1 1 
months in Moscow on his way 
home, where he immediately 
plunged into secret Communist 
Party work, chiefly among the 
workers of Shanghai. 

By 1930 he had joined Mao 
Tse-tung's army fighting the 
Kuomintang in Guangxi 
province, later taking part in the 
heroic Long March in which 
Mao's forces escaped from the 
encircling Kuo mintan g armies 
to traverse much of China in 
1934 and 1935. before estab- 
lishing a stronghold in the 
north-west province of Yanan. 
Deng's military service was 
recognised after the defeat of 
Japan when he became a mem- 
ber of the party's Central Com- 
mittee, and he played an 
important role in the cam- 
paigns which finally ejected 
the Kuomintang to Taiwan 
and established the People's 
Republic in 1949. 

Deng, always a practical man, 
had proved an energetic and 
capable implementer of Mao’s 
orders. After serving as his po- 
litical and economic commissar 
responsible for south-west Chi- 
na, Deng moved swiftly up the 
Party and government hierar- 
chies. becoming Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Central Committee 
and Minister of Finance in 
1953. Vice-Chairman of the 
National Defence Council and 
Vice-Premier in 1954 and a 
Politburo member in 1955. 

In the fbllowingyear he went 
with China’s delegation to the 
20th Congress of the Soviet 
Communist Party, where he 
was affronted by Nikita Khrush- 
chev's denunciation of Stalin. A 
frequent visitor to Moscow, he 
played a leading role as polemi- 
cist in the developing Sino- 
Sovjet dispute which led to an 
open breach in 1960. Thereafter 
Deng was responsible for the 
raosf bitter attacks on Moscow's 
desire that the socialist world 
should avoid a nuclear show- 
down with the West, pushing the 
Maoist theory that the revolu- 
tionary forces of the Third 
World were in effect peasant 
armies surrounding the bour- 
geois "cities” of the industri- 
alised nations. The future 
pragmatist who was to be dis- 
missed by Mao as “knowing 
nothing of Marrism-Lewnism", 
had proved himself a radical 
ideologue as well as a capable 
revolutionary, a commissar and 
soldier. 

Nevertheless, as Mao’s Cul- 
tural Revolution began to get 
rolling on its chaotic and de- 
structive course, Deng dis- 



The making of a professional revolutionary: Dong as a 16-year-old student In Fiance, 1920 
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tanced himself from the Chair- 
man's worst excesses. The main 
target of the Red Guards' vir- 
ulence was the head of stale, Liu 
Sbaoqi. but Deng (who with Liu 
had been running the economy) 
was denounced as the "No 2 
Capitalist Reader”. The Red 
Guards permanently crippled 
one of his sons by throwing him 
out of a window, but Deng 
himself made a grovelling self- 
criticism (showing the talents for 
survival which always served him 
well) and. thanks largely to the 
intervention of the prime min- 
ister, Chou En-iai (his former 
companion in France), called in 
debts of friendship from the mil- 
itary and with the rest of his 
family sat out the years of vio- 
lence with his stepmother and 
his third wife in the southern 
province of Jiamd. Liu died 
miserably on the floor of a 
prison cell. 

It was not until 1973, as 


Chou En-lai was repairing the 
damage done to China's econ- 
omy and its international rela- 
tions. that Deng returned to 
public life, 3S Vice-Premier and 
Vice-Chairman of the Party - a 
rehabilitation which infuriated 
the ailing Mao's wife and the 
Gang of Four. Chou died in Jan- 
uary 1976 and Deng's obvious 
qualifications for the premier- 
ship were ignored. Public dis- 
turbances which broke out in 
April 1976 by crowds resentful 
of deliberate insults to the 
memory of the popular Chou 
gave the leftists their chance. 
Once again Deng was dis- 
missed from all his posts under 
a barrage of radical propagan- 
da accusing him of attempting 
to push Party policies to the 
right. 

Mao's death in September 
and the arrest and imprison- 
ment of his widow and the 
Gang of Four cleared the way 


for another comeback in 1977 
when Deng became Chief of 
Staff of the Armed Forces, 
Vice-Chairman of the Party 
and Vice-Premier. From these 
positions Deng launched a se- 
ries of wide-ranging reforms, be- 
ginning with the countryside. 
Massive decentralisation swept 
away the communes set up dur- 
ing Mao's disastrous Great 
Leap Forward in the late 1950s: 
allowing peasants to grow and 
harvest the crops of their 
choice. As the peasants' in- 
comes rose, Deng broadened 
his political base, eroding that 
of the colourless Hua Guofeng, 
who was eventually removed 
from power in 1981. 

Deng had encouraged intel- 
lectual debate. Peking's Democ- 
racy WalL, on which dissidents 
wrote long complaints about the 
Party and the bureaucracy, was 
one of his chief weapons against 
Hua. Once Hua was defeated. 


however, criticism was stilled 
and the wall was closed down. 
Deng's main aim was econom- 
ic growth, but first he bad to im- 
pose the political stability on 
which he could build. He end- 
ed China’s role as an exporter 
of revolution and people’swars, 
his numerous foreign visits 
convincing him that China had 
to make up for the lost 
years of Mao and catch up 
with its increasingly prosperous 
neighbours. 

His two main viceroys were 
the party secretary. General 
Hu Yaobang, who played a 
double public-relations role as 
"Mr Internationalism” abroad 
and "Mr Bourgeois Liberal- 
ism'’ at home, while the econ- 
omy was in the hands of a 
fellow Sichuanese, the prime 
minister Zhao Ziyang. This 
pair became the target of the 
hard-liners and old Marxists 
who were unwilling to defy 


Peng himself but who deeply 
suspected his downgrading of 
ideology in favour of getting re- 
sults accompanied by. vague as- 
surances of "socialism with 
Chinese characteristics". Hu 
^causeimdef fire in 1987 after an 
outbreak of student demons- 
nations, and meekly resigned. 
Later that year at the 13th Par- 
ty congress, Deng required 
another scapegoat and Zhao 
gave uplns premiership to the 
bard-lm^Lt-Pengr Dogmas 
and prmcsples were easily sac- 
rificed#®: great pragmatic re- 
vivalist; so . were friends and 
closeaffies. • 

The same Congress brought 
some compensation, indie form 
of a resolution providing Deng 
with retrospective ideological 
justification; it ordained that 
China was only at “a prefiminaxy 
stage of socialism", thus con- 
ferring the .Party’s imprimatur 
for non-collective farming, pri- 
vate enterprise, material in- 
centives, profits, privatisation 
and even for stock exchanges 
and golf courses. 

One of Deng's main achieve- 
ments during these years was to 
retain the loyally of the military. 
Deng’s “Four Modernisations" 
programme was aimed at agri- 
culture, industry, technology 
and defence -in very much that 
order. The People's Liberation 
Army was still facing 50 well- 
equipped Soviet divisions across - 
along border, and had forfeit- 
ed much status since the days 
when it was the proud standard- 
bearer of Mao T&e-tungism. 
Deng, who had divested himself 
of all party and government 
posts except the chairmanship 
of the Military Commission, 
managed to keep his generals 
sweet, while at the same time 
eroding them as a force in the 
political equation. But his suc- 
cessful manoeuvring was de- 
feated in die end when he had 
to summon them back to 
central power. 

Ironically, the disgraced Hu 
Yaobang was to have his re- 
venge by dying in April 1989. A 
huge crowd gathered in Peking 
to mourn a man who had be- 
come a symbol of public anger 
against party arrogance, bu- 
reaucratic inefficiency and high- 
level corruption. At the time, 
intellectuals were preparing to 
celebrate on 4 May the 70th an- 
niversary of the great 1919 
scholar/student revolt against 
dictatorship and corruption. In 
this embtional atmosphere, 
Deng made two gross errors, by 
agreeing that on 4 May Pelting 
should host the annual meeting 
of the Asian Development 
Bank and that Mikhail Gor- 
bachev should arrive for the first 
Sino-Scrviet summit talks since 
the 1960 split. The ensuing 
tragedy of Tiananmen was to 
play itself out in front of an in- 
ternational audience and force 
Deng’s hand. 

Parenthetically, the massive 
demonsfrations in Hong Kong 
supporting the Tiananmen 
demonstrators triggered fears 
in Peking about the possible 
political impact of the re- 
absorption of the free-booting 
city into the Chinese body 
politic - fears which caused Chi- 
na to break its promises of an 
elected Hong Kong legislature 
and to adumbrate other mea- 
sures to restrict freedoms and 
h uman rights there. Death has 


had imported destabilising 
ideas as well as money and ex- 
pertise, and he spent the re- 
maining yeats of nis life trvtng 
to embargo the former while 
maximising foe latter in foe 
cause of economic growth. 

Perhaps because his under- 
lings were busily manoeuvring 
K> succeed him, perhaps be- 
cause he was no longer capable 
of exercising hands-on control, 
the grip of government loosened 
and the long-suppressed 
entrepreneurial talents of fo e 
Chines e began to bkJSSOTO 
relaxed atmosphere. Bereft of 
any titles or constitutional au- 
thority, Deng was still the strong 
man, foe patriarch whore wish- 
es were law by virtue of his Long 
March provenance, his extreme 
old age and his undeniable 
right to foe throne. 

Foreign capital from Hong 
Kong. Taiwan, Japan and else- 
where triggered double-digit 
growth in coastal cities and 
southern provinces, which be- 
came the world's fastest- 
growing region. Nevertheless, 
the weakening of central con- 
trols has left Deng's successors 
with huge problems: an over- 
heated economy, over-strained 
infrastructure and unequal de- 
velopment which has fanned re- 
sentment in the provinces which 
have not shared in foe growing 
prosperity, experiencing only 
falling agricultural prices, over- 
taxation and the demands of 
increasingly corrupt party 
cadres. 

His successors will also have 
to face the problems which the 
inevitable death of Chinese 
Marxism will bring and which 
Deng put off in his determina- 
tion both to cling on to power 
and to save China from the 
chaos rei gning in Russia and foe 
rest of the formerly socialist 
world. He provided his country 
with a transitional breathing 
space between the megaloma- 
niac years of Mao and the fu- 
ture, which mil see the eventual 
opening of China and the 
collapse of party authority. 

By living so long and presid- 
ing over foe belated but undis- 
ciplined release of China’s 
pent-up entrepreneurial ener- 
gies, Deng hi probably con- 
demned China to one of two 
tragic courses: a harsh reimpo- 
sition of controls, either by the 
party or an emergent strong 
man. or the veiy chaos he. like 
afl Chinese, feared most. Either 
way, in the longer term, foe en- 
ergies Deng released will in- 
evitably re-assert themselves, in 
foe form of both economic and 
political activity. 

Derek Davies 


Commission 

prevented Deng from realising 2982-87; Sfui'stcr of Finance, 
his ambition of going to Hong People's Republic of China 1953- 
Kong to witness the hand-over. 54; Vice-Premia; State Council 


After the killings, Deng 
thanked foe soldiers who had 
saved his skin, brought more 
generals and hardliners into 
top posts and finally sacked his 
economic overlord, Zhao 
Ziyang (who had expressed 
sympathy with the demonstra- 
tors). His Open Door policies 


t- 


Deng Xiaoping, politician : bom 
Guangan, Sichuan, China 22 
August 1904; Political Commissar, 
2nd Field Army. People 's Libera- 
tionArmy 194S-54, Chief of Gen- 
eral Staff 1975-76. 1977-80; First 
Secretary, East China Bureau, 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
1949-54, Secretary-Genmd, Cen- 
tral Committee, CCP 1953-56 
member, Politburo 1955-67, 1974- 
76 1977-87; Secretary of Central 
Committee 1956-67; 17 ce- 
Chairman, Military Affairs Com- 
mittee 1975-76 Vice-Chairman, 
Standing Committee 1977-87; 
Chairman, National Committee 
1978-87: Chairman, Military 
Commission 1981-89; Chatman, 
Central Advisory 




1954; Vice-Chairman, National 
Defence Council 1954-67; Vice- 
Premier, State Council 1975-76 
1977-80; married 1928 Zhang - 
Qianyuan (deceased), 1932 Ttn- 
Wehing (marriage dissohvd). 1939 
PuZhuolm (two sons, three dau&i- 
ters); died Peking 19 February 
1997. 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 


BIRTHS 

O’CONNOR: On 14 February to 
Sharon (nec Kelly) and Miles, a 
beautiful daughter. Elizabeth Grace. 


DEATHS 

DRIVER: Christopher ProuL writer. 
Guardian journalist, gourmet and 
music lover, died peacefully at home 
on IS February after a long snuggle 
with a btain tumour. Private crema- 
tion followed by service of thanks- 
giving on Tuesday 25 February. 3pm. 
at tlie United Reformed Church. 
Pood Square Chapel, Highgate Nft. 

- All welcome. No flowers. Donations 
to Marie Curie Cancer Care, oo Lev- 
ertwt& Sons Ltd. 1 Denmark Terrace, 
London N2, 0181-444 5753. 

HAMBLYN: Eric UoneL aged 66, of 
Rye. East Sussex. After a short illness 

^ February 1997. Donations to 
RNU. 


Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should he 

sent fat writing u> the Gazerte Edit oc The 

Independent- 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL. telephoned to 
0171.293 2011 or toed to 0171-2W 
2010, and are charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT «tral. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Robert Aleman, film director. 72; 
Mi Roy Beggs MF. 61; Mr Gordon 
Brown MP. 46; Professor Andrew 
Fabian, astronomer, 49; Dr Ruth 
Gipps, composer and conductor, 76; 
Mr Jimmy Greaves, television com- 
mentator and ex-footballer, 57; Mr 
Eddie Hcmmings, cricketer. 48; Mr 
Ian Irwin, executive chairman. Scot- 
tish Transport Group. 64; Comman- 
dant Dame Marion Kettlewell. 
former Director, WRNS. S3: Mr 
Roger Knapman MP. 53; Mr Mike 
Leigh, playwright and theatre direc- 
tor, 54: Professor Donald Long- 
more, cardiac surgeon, 69; Lord 
McNally, head of Public Affairs, 
Sbandwick Consultants. 54; Mi Nor- 
man Miseampbcll QG a Recorder of 
the Crown Court and former MR 72; 
Mr John Murphy, chairman, inter- 
brand Group pic, S3; Mr Phil Neal, 
former England footballer, 46; Mr 
David O'Dowd. HM Inspector of 
Constabulary. 55: Sir Frederick Page, 
former chief executive, British Aero- 
space. SO; Dr Valerie Payne, former 
Headmistress. Malvern Girls' Col- 
lege. 57; Mr Sidney Poirier, film ac- 
tor. 70; Vice-Admiral Sir Cameron 
Rusbv, former chief executive, Scot- 
tish SPCA. 71; Mr William Walker 
MR 68: Mr George Whrint actor and 
director. 70: Mr Barry Wordsworth, 
conductor, 49, 

Anniversaries 

Births: Honorc Daumier, caricatur- 
ist and painter. 1808; Henri Vtetix- 
retnps, violinist and composer, 1S20; 
Mihaly von Munkacsy (Michael 
Lwb), painter. 1844: Charles Vincent 
Massey, statesman and diplomat, 
1ES7; Georges Be man os novelist. 
1888; Dame Marie Rambert (Cyvia 


Rambam, later Miriam Ramberg), 
founder of the Ballet Rambert, 1888: 
Carl Mayer, film director. 1S9£ 
Ansel Easton Adams, photographer, 
1902; Alexei Nikolayevich Kosygin. 
Russian leader. 1904. Deaths: Pope 
Martin V, 1431: JamcsL King of Scot- 
land. assassinated. 1437: Luca della 
Robbia, sculptor, 1482; Gentile Belli- 
ni, painter. 1507: Nathan Field, ac- 
tor and playwright, buried 1633: 
Aurungzebc, Iasi Mogul e m pe ro r of 
India. 1707; Joseph II. Holy Roman 
Emperor. 1790; Andreas Hofer. Ty- 
rolean patriot, executed, 1810; 
Joseph Hume, physician and social 
reformer. 1855; Augusiin-Eugene 
Scribe, playwright, 1861: Robert Ed- 
win Peary. Arctic explorer, 1920; Os- 
wald Theodore Awry, bacteriologist 
1955; Laurence Housman, play- 
wright. novelist and illustrator. 1959; 
Sir Charles Leonard Woolley, ar- 
chaeologist, I960, Percy Aldridge 
Grainger, composer, 1961; Chester 
William Nimitz. admiral, 1966: 
Mikhail Aleksandrovich Sholokhov, 
author, 1984; Roben Oxlon Bolt, 
playwright and screenwriter. 1995. On 
this day. Kandy, Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka), was captured by the British. 
IS03: Austria declared herself to he 
bankrupt. 1811: the French defeat- 
ed the Spanish at the Battle of 
Saragossa, 1809; a great storm raged 
in England, with much damage to the 
Crystal Palace, while the steeple of 
Chichester Cathedral was blown 
away. 1861: the Panama-Pacific In- 
ternational Exposition opened in 
San Francisco, 19 15; the Netherlands. 
West Indies were purchased by the 
US, 1917; Anthony Eden resigned as 
British Foreign Secretary, 1938; the 
first London production or the mu- 
sical Hhcrr'j Chariey? took place, 
1958; John Glenn, astronaut, was 


launched into space in the Mercury 
capsule Friendship 7, 1962: new- 
design £10 notes were issued, shew- 
ing a portrait of Florence Nightingale. 
1975; poisonous fumes from a vol- 
cano in Java resulted in 175 deaths. 
1979. Tbday is the Fean Day of St 
Eleuthcrius of Tournui. St Eucherius 
of Orleans, St Sadolh. Saints TVran- 
nio, Zenobius and their Companions 
and Si Wulfrie. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Alex 
Buck, “New Forms in Design; art 
nouveau", i30pm. 

Tate Gallery. Stuart Morgan, "The 
Work of John Cophns: evidence and 
rhetoric", 6.30pm. 

British Museum: Richard Green, 
"The Greeks on the Body Beautiful: 
phaDoi. fatness and Tun", 1.15pm 
National Portrait Gallery: Alfred 
Bradley arid Susan Morris, “Ignatius 
Sancho and Laurence Sterne", 
1.10pm 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Susan 
Greenfield, “Exploring the Brain. 
Memory", 1pm 

Royal Society: Professor Peter Big- 
gs, “Marek’s Disease; tumours and 
prevention". 5.30pm, 


Dinners 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QCMT, 
Secretary of State tot Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, held a 
dinner ycMerdav at 1 Carl ion Gar- 
dens, London SW1, in honour of 
Mrs Madeleine Albright. Secretary 
of State of the United States of 
America. 


Court will grant leave to enforce 


Wraith v Wraith; Court of Appeal 
(Lady Justice Butler-Sioss. Lord 
Justice Peter Gibson, Lord Justice 
Poller) 15 February 1997 

Where an order for costs not to 
be enforced without the leave 
of the courts (known as a “foot- 
ball pools” order) was obtained 
as against a legally aided liti- 
gant and that litigant, as a re- 
sult of suing his solicitors for 
negligence in their conduct of 
foe case, subsequently obtained 
an insurer's indemnity against 
any costs he might be required 
to pay in the original action, it 
would thereafter be proper for 
the court to grant an applica- 
tion by the successful party 
for leave to enforce the costs 
order against him on the 
ground that his circumstances 
had changed. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the defendants' appeal 
against foe decision of Judge 
Cooke, sitting as a deputy High 
Court judge on 15 April 1996, 
who dismissed their summons 
for leave to enforce an order for 
costs against the plaintiff, 
under regulation 130 of foe Civ- 
il Legal Aid (General) Regu- 
lations 1989 (SI 339), on the 
ground of a change in his 
circumstances. 

The action arose out of a 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

20 February 1997 


partnership dispute between 
two brothers in relation to a 
family farm in the north-cast of 
England. The plaintiff claimed 
he was a partner with the de- 
fendants. They denied it and 
the plaintiff, who bad legal 
aid, began proceedings on 22 
July 1982. 

On 28 August 1991 foe ac- 
tion was strode out for want of 
prosecution. Costs were award- 
ed to foe defendants, who were 
not legally aided. But since the 
plaintiff was legally aided, the 
district judge directed that the 
order for costs be not enforced 
without further leave of the 
court. 

The plaintiff sued his solic- 
itors for negligence and settled 
that action on payment to him 
of £60,000 with costs. He was 
also indemnified by the Solic- 
itors Indemnity Fund against 
any costs he might incur should 
foe defendants in foe partner- 
ship action obtain leave to 
enforce their costs order. 

The defendants' costs in foe 
partnership action were taxed 
in the sum of £27.864.62 and 
they- sought leave to enforce 
them on foe ground foal, be- 


cause of foe indemnity ob- 
tained in his action against 
his solicitors, foe plaintiff's 
circumstances had changed. 
Ian Karsten QC (Hague & Dixon, 
Vbrk) for the defendants; Nicholas 
Davidson QC (Wansbmughs WiBty 
& Harpave, Leeds) for the plaintiff. 

La tty Justice Botler-Sloss said 
foe judge made a typical order 
for costs not to be enforced 
without leave of the court. Its 
effect was to suspend foe plain- 
tiffs obligation to payment in- 
definitely. On an application by 
the defendant under reg 130 
foe court might make such or- 
der as it thought fit. The court 
had a wide discretion as to the 
order that might be made, 
ranging from refusing any vari- 
ation to giving the defendant 
leave to enforce the order in 
whole or in pan. 

What were the relevant 
considerations? The order was 
originally termed a “football 
pools” order, a term no doubt 
coined on the assumption that 
many legally aided litigants 
who lost had only a remote 
prospect of ever achieving a 
financial situation sufficient 


costs order 

to meet the costs of their 
unsuccessful litigation. 

If, however, they did, there 
seemed no good reason of 
principle or common, sense 
why they should be treated dif- 
ferently from a formerly im- 
pecunious litigant who won a 
football pooL Nor was there any 
good reason to exclude from 
the listof contingencies foe set- 
tlement of an action (whether 
or not connected with the liti- 
gation in which foe costs order 
was made). Finally, where that 
settlement carried with it the 
right to an indemnity against 
payment of costs under foe very 
order foe subject of foe other 
party’s application, the case for 
variation was likely to be over- 
whelming. 

Their Lordships would reject 
entirely foe notion that to 
make an order for payment in 
such a case was to grant a 
windfall to the party whom 
er hypothesi the court had 
earlier decided was entitled to 
payment of those costs. 

It would always be a matter 
for foe judge on foe facts of 
each case before him to con- 
sider whether foe suspended 
order should be met in full or 
in pan. 

Paul Magratfc, Barrister 
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BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 
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Chris Godsmark and 
Peter Renders 

The storm over rail privatisation 
intensified yesterday when it was 
confirmed that four directors of 
the rail leasing company Ever- 
shoit, along with senior venture 
capitalists, were to share a £50m 
cash bonanza from the group’s 
sale to the HSBC banking giant. 

In addition, a wide range of 
investors including the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art in New 
York, an investment account run 
by Wolverhampton Borough 
Council, and die California, 
Utah and Massacbussetts In- 
stitute of Tehcnology pension 
funds will share indirectly in the 
bonanza. 

Tbp of the list of personal 
windfalls was Andrew Jukes, 
Eveisholfs managing director 
who invested £110,000 in the 
buyout, and will receive a total 
of £I65m in cash, of which £6m 
goes to a trust fund set up for 
his three children. 

Senior executives of two ven- 
ture capital firms, Candoverand 
Electra Fleming, will share up 
to £6-7m of immediate profit for 
a personal investment totalling 
less than £45,000, and further 
gains - running into milli ons - 
in future years . 

EvershoU was sold to its man- 
agement last February for 
£580m, but just a year later it has 
been bought by HSBC for 
£7263m, an increase of£1463m 
over the sale price. After a 
change in the financial structure. 


the actual gain was £386m for 
the shareholders, who put op a 
tiny £2 3m for the ordinary 
shares just over a year ago. 

The move follows the huge 
public outcry over the sale of 
PDrterbrook Leasing, another 


coach last year for £825m. The 
Porterbrook affair resulted in 
profits of £300m and netted 
£3 6m personally for its manag- 
ing director, Sandy Anderson. 

The individual windfalls in 
the Eversholt sale are slightly 
smaller, but still represent a 
15,000 per cent increase on the 

S lice paid in the management 
uyout.Jast February. The 
£7263m paid by HSBC in- 
cludes the repayment of £273m 


of debts and a further £67 Am 
to pay off preference shareshekl 
by venture capital funds. 

One senior director of Ever- 
sholt has lost out on the cash bo- 
nanza, however. Hugh Griffiths, 
the fooner commercial director, 
is believed to have left Everehoh 
following a dispute with other 
directors, just before privatisa- 
tion last year, and never held 
shares in the company. An 
&«rsholt source saidT *Ks fece 
just didn't fit in the job.” 

Mr Jutes fiercely defended 
his windfall, insistingbe had tak- 
en a substantia] personal risk in 
the venture. “The picture in 
1995 was of pessimism and cyn- 
icism about die whole process. 
Experts predicted that rt would 


not ran smoothly. We went 
agarryit the grain at the time and 

took the risk. It’s paid oft” 

Last night it emerged that 
Colin Habgood, finance direc- 
tor, is to dqrart in the next two 
or three months, pocketing 
£12.1m based on bus last docu- 
mented £80,000 stake. 

Peter Harper, Eversholt’s 
chairman, has also resigned 
from the group with immediate 
effect A former senior Hanson 
executive, his one-year stay at 
Eversholt has netted him £199m 
from a stake of less than £20^000. 

Of the profit made by^ venture 
capitalists, up to £53m was 
made by Electra Fleming's man- 
agement team, chaired by 
Michael Stoddart Their stake is 


Sharing the spoils in the rolling stock lottery 

gekgi - -Msmassasw: a 


believed to ccnquise a large port 
of the 36365 Eversholt shares 
held by a company called EF 
Nominees Ltd. Electra Fleming 
is the management company of 
Electra Investment Trust which 
has the former defence secretaiy 
Tom King on the board. 

A furtha - £L2m was made by 
Candover’s management which 
is chaired by Roger Brooke, 
with Stephen Curran as chief 
executive and Gavin Rurservice 
bis deputy. Of the £l.2m, 
£375,000 was made by Colin 
Birifin and Robert Clark, who 
are on the Eversholt board. 

The Candover and Electra 
Fleming venture capital teams 
teams grand to gain millions 
more in future years from a 
share in the £200m profits made 
from the deal by partnerships 

their fir ms manag p. r>n b ehalf of 
Other investors. Candover was 
the lead investor in setting up 
the Eversholt buyout from 
British Rail. 

Executives including Mr 
Stoddart are entitled to a 10 per 
cent share in the profits made 
by Electra Private Equity Part- 
ners, which made £104m profit 
on a £696,000 investment. The 
executive profits kick in above 
above an unspecified threshold 
level of return. 

Candover has a simil ar 
arrangement for its executives, 
who share in the profit -above 
a threshold rate of return of 10 
per cent -made by private lim- 
ited partnerships managed by 
the company. In 1995, execu- 



First-class return: Andrew Jukes, who invested £110,000 
in the buyout and will receive £16.5m in cash 


fives shared £18m in profits 
from the investments of a 1989 
Candover fund. It is through 
these partnerships that many 
other other investors including 
the Metropolitan and Wolver- 
hampton share in the profits. 

HSBC’s leasing aim, For- 
ward Trust Group, argued yes- 
terday that it had paid a “fair 
market price’' for Eversholt. 
Asked why it had uot made a lad 
during the original privatisation 
last year, Graham Picked, chief 
executive, said: “At that stage 
privatisation was very much in 
its infancy. The situation has 
now changed enormously.’ 1 ’ 


Forward Trust will take over 
Eversbolfs fleet of 4,000 elec- 
tric locomotives and commuter 
trainsets, giving it the largest 
fleet of the three rolling stock 
leasing companies. Mr Picken 
said he wanted to increase in- 
vestment in the company and 
expand staff numbers from the 
. 66 currently employed as $ pre- 
cursor to bidding “aggressively" 
for an estimated £1 3bn of new 
orders planned over the com- 
ing years by the 25 privatised 
train operating companies. 
.Additional research by Patrick 
Masters. 
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Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Martin Sorrell looks increas- 
ingly likely to scoop a maximum 
payout of more than £30m from 
a controversial remuneration 
package that was sold to share- 
holders as almost impossible to 
achieve 18 months ago. 

While his quest to secure 
Britain’s largest executive pay 
package received a setback yes-' 


terday as shares in WPP were hit 
by disappointment that fall-year 
results were pot accompanied by 
a share buy-back, strong profits 
growth last year mean Mr Sor- 
rell is almost certain to dear all 
obstacles to his unprecedented 
pay bonanza. 

The advertising' and PR 
group’s shares fell yesterday 
from 267p to 253p, below one of 
four trigger points for the issue 
of free shares worth more than 


£14m. Mr Sorrell has already 
passed one milestone, at I98p a 
share, and is about to secure an- 
other 1.17 million shares, worth 
£3m, because WPP’s shares will 
soon have been above 230p for 
60 consecutive working days. 

lb secure the maximum share 
handout he must navigate 
WPP’s shares above 265p and 
then 304p for the same 60-day 
qualifying period before Sep- 
tember 1999. With the adver- 


tising market growing strongly 
and WPP’s shares trading on a 


in dustry standards, he looks cer- 
tain to dear the hurdles. 

The market had braced itself 
for a share buy-back yesterday 
and was disappointed that WPP 
only said it was putting aside 
£25m far returning to sbare- 
hokkas “wbeo market conditions 
are appropriate”. Mr Sorrell 
did say, however, that strong 


cashflow would mean the Qgflyy 
& Mather to J Walter Thomp- 
son media combine would be 
debt free within two years. 

That would represent a con- 
siderable achievement for a 
company that came dose to go- 
ing under in the early 1990s, 
swamped by a mountain of debts 
incurred during a heavy spend- 

ofttuHate 1980s. Only a series 
of financial restructurings al- 


lowed WPP to start the kmg haul 
bade to recovery. 

Yesterday's figures for the 
year to December 1996 con- 
firmed the continuation of that 
recoveiy. Pre-tax profits of 
£1533m compared with 
£1 13.7m in 1995 and less than 
£8min 1992. Earning per share 
rose 46 per cent to 133p, above 
consensus expectations and the 
final dividend increased 32 per 
cent to 1.144p. 


Mr Sorrell said operating 
margins, which increased during 
the year from 9.6 to 10.8 per cent, 
would oontinue rising at more 
than 1 per cent a year. 

He said there was no reason 
why WPP should not match its 
best performing rivals such as 
Omnicom and Interpublic, 
whose best-performing divisions 
generated a return on sales of up 
to 17 percent 
Investment column, page 22 


FirstBus 
in £54m 
takeover 
of London 
bus group 

Magnus Grlmond 

Some 2,000 employees in Cen- 
ireWest, a London and Home 
Counties bus group, will share 
in a £7m windfall after the 
group agreed a £54m takeover 
deal with FirstBus. the rapidly 
expanding bus and railways 
group. The acquisition will also 
net around £9.7m for four Ccn- 
treWesl directors, led by Peter 
Hendy, the managing director. 

The payments, all to he made 
in FirstBus shares, represent a 
rapid return for the manage- 
ment team, which headed the 
£25.6m buy-out of the business 
when it was privatised in Sep- 
tember 1994. The four put up 
around £250,000 and will now 
share in 51 percent of the £19m 
being paid by FirstBus for the 
equity capital. 

But Mr Hendy said last night 
the business then was not com- 
parable to the group as it is to- 
day, which as well as the original 
bus services in west, central and 
south-east London, acquired 
the Berks Bucks Bus Company 
for £7.65m last year and is a 
member of the consortium 
which won the bid for the 
£200m Croydon tram project, 
where Centre West is to be the 
operator. Profits, which were 
£5 36m on turnover of £44m in 
the year to March, have nearly 
tripled since privatisation. Pro 
forma sales, including acquisi- 
tions, is currently running at 
around £60m. 

Mr Hencfy said he could not 
determine the individual payouts 
for staff until various issues 
were cleared up with the em- 
ployee trust which bolds the 
shares. Any share payments will 
effectively be gifts, as staff paid 
nothing for their holdings. “One 
of the things 1 always wanted [at 
the time of the buy-out] was that 
the employees should get equi- 
ty regardless of whether they had 
money or not." 

He described himself as “one 
of the few people in the bus in- 
dustry who have done it to stay 
in it". He added that one of the 
conditions of a sale was that it 
had to be to someone who 
wanted to keep on running the 
business. 

Shares in FirstBus gained 
53p to 240p yesterday, despite 
a statement from the Office of 
Fair Trading that it was con- 
sidering whether to refer the bid 
to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 


McNeil tipped to 
move to Schroders 


Sainsbury opens 
bank with high 


jm Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

There is strong speculation in 
the City that Schroders is dose 
to hiring yet another senior ex- 
ecutive from arch-rival Nat Wist 
Markets, the investment bank- 
ing subsidiary of National Vfest- 
minsicr Bank. 

Attempts to confirm the 
speculation were met by a wall 
of silence from Schroders and 
NatWest Markets, which only 
served to strengthen the ru- 
mours in City circles. 

NalWst lost a handful of key 
personnel to the family-con- 
trolled Schroders merchant 

hank last year, and sources said 

ves terday Schroders’ ranks 
would soon be swelled by the re- 
cruitment of John McNeil-. 

Mr McNeil is the highly paid 
h£ad of equity primary markets 
at NatWest Markets and. ac- 
cording to sources, is believed 
to have been offered an equal- 
ly senior and wxdl-remimerated 

position m Schroder^ rapidly 

expanding sserarities opwatK»L 

If he docs join Schroders he 


will be folkwing aweU-Vxoddea 
path to the merchant bank's 
headquarters in London’s 
Cb capsid e. The first person to 
embark on the path from 
NatWest to Schroders last year 
was Philip Augar, head of glob- 
al equities and fixed-income 
sales. He runs Schroders’ se- 
curities operation in London. 

Mr Augar, who is on holiday 
and unavailable to comment on 
the rumoured recruitment of 
Mr McNeil, last year hired for- 
mer colleagues Richard Wyatt 
and Patrick WhUmgtoo, who 
were head of equities and 
equities research respectively at 
NatWest Markets. 

Schroders has also recruited 
staff from other rivals, includ- 
ing MeiriD L]^<fr and Goldman 
- Sachs, from which it hired Paul 
Walton, equity strategist. 

“Schroders have been taking 
from eveiywhere,” one source 
part last night. “There are some 
good people in there now," an- 
other saja. 

NatWest Markets replaced . 
Mr Au^r by hiring Trim Whe- | 
lan from Morgan Stanley. 


Nigel Cope 

The prospect of a price war on 
savings accounts moved a step 
ctosCTyesteiday when Sainsbury 
launched its banking operation 
with a range of accounts and 
credit, cards with highly com- 
petitive interest rales. 

With an instant access account 
offering interest of 5.75 per 
cent on balances as low as a 
pound, anafysts said Sainsbury’s 
move could force high street 
banks and building societies to 
offer better rales. Kates on sim- 
ilar accounts offered by rivals 
such as Halifax and Bardsys are 
as low as 03-0.75 per ceaL 
‘ Neil Baker, banking analyst 
at Dresdner Heinwort Ben- 
son, said: There Is potential for 
a deposit price war and the su- 
permarket moves are just an- 
other step towards it. lb win 
business you’ve got to be of- 
fering 5 per cent.” . 


savers 


Building societies which have 
re tained their mutual status are 
trying to poach customers by of- 
fering better rates than rivals 
which are converting to banks. 
The price battle is expected to 
escalate after the lock-in effect 
of the Halifax and Woolwich 
conversions lapses. 

Midland Bank admitted the 
deals offered by supermarkets 
would mcrease competition but 
said: “We try to give customers 
what they want rather than 
compete with new entrants.” 

Though Ifcsco and Safeway 
have already launched deposit 
accounts, Sainsbury’s Bank rep- 
resents the most significant 
move by a supermarket into fi- 
nancial services. 

The instant savings account 
is a 24-hour telephone booking 
operation which offers a cash- 
card that can be used in 10,000 
Link machines. There k also a 
Christmas Saver account for 


Interest rates on instant access accounts 
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Sales pick up 
on high street 
in January 
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customers who want to put 
away a regular monthly sum. 

The accounts do not come 
with cheque books or facilities 
for overdrafts, direct debits or 
standing orders. However. 
Sainsbury hopes ro launch a fuD 
current account service in the 
next few mouths. 

Sainsbury has also launched 
a standard Classic and a Gold 
credit card with competitive 
interest rates of 183 per cent 
and 14.7 percent respectively. 
Purchases attract points on 
Sainsbmy’s Reward card. 

Customers who transfer their 
outstanding balances from their 
credit cards to Sainsbury’s Bank 
will receive up to £60 or 6,000 
Reward points. 


Sainsbury’s marketing direc- 
tor, Kevin McCarten, said: “We 
believe we have a dear lead on 
this. The interest rates are dy- 
namite and it is because we do 
not have the high costs of a 
branch network that we are able 
to offer these terms." 

He promised more products 
would be offered during the 
year, including personal loans, 
mortgages and insurance- 
Sainsbury’s Bank, which is op- 
erated in conjunction with Bank 
of Scotland, opened for business 
yesterday in 244 stores. It is be- 
ing laun&ed in Scotland, north- 
ern England and the Midlands 
but will be rolled out national- 
ly over the next few months. 

Nomadic savers, page 21 
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Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

January brought a healthy re- 
bound "in high street sales after 
a disappointing Christmas dip, 
according to official figures 
yesterday. The stronger-than-ex- 
pected rise added more foel to 
the interest rate debate. 

Minutes of last month's mon- 
etary meeting, also published 
yesterday, showed the Governor 
of the Bank of England still tak- 
ing a tough line in calling for a 
half-point increase in the cost 
of borrowing. He bas since in- 
dicated that he would now 
favour a smaller rise. But back 
in mid-January. Mr George 
said the Bank stiU thought it 
likely base rates would need to 
rise by half a percentage point 
"fairly soon". He said there was 
a case for malting the foil move 
straightaway. 

Kenneth Clarke tinned down 
the advice, mainly on the 
grounds of the strong pound. 
According to the minutes: “The 
Chancellor said he did not be- 
lieve that enough account had 
been taken of the strength of the 
exchange rate." 

The sterling index closed 0.8 
points higher at 97.6 yesterday, 
compared to 96.4 on the date 
of the January monetary meet- 
ing. 

The minutes also report Mr 
Darke saying that official fig- 
ures exaggerated the fall in un- 
employment, with the smaller 
drop recorded in the quarterly 
Labour Force Survey a better 
guide to what was happening. 
Some economists found this 
brazen in the light of the fact 
that the Chancellor recently 
decided against switching to a 
monthly Labour Force Survey. 

The Chancellor repeated his 
views yesterday, saying the lat- 


est retail sales figures did not 
change his judgement. He said: 
"If you look at the overall pic- 
ture of the economy, we have 
good steady growth and a level 
of base rates which is going to 
keep us on target for inflation 
of 25 per cent or less." 

Yesterday's figures showed 
the underlying volume of high 
street sales neither accelerating 
nor slowing down. 

The year-on-year mcrease of 
4.6 per cent in January was the 
highest since a record jump of 
4.9 per cent in the year to 
March 1989. But the annual 
change in the three months to 
January, a better guide to the 
trend, was 3.9 per cenL Sales vol- 
umes increased try 0.6 per cent 
during the month, more than 
City analysts had expected. 

The biggest rises in January 
were in clothing and footwear 
and household goods. House- 
hold goods and sales volumes 
at department stores were the 
strongest m year-on-year terms. 

Some City experts took com- 
fort from the fact that shoppers 
needed the inducement of low 
prices. “There is no high street 
price pressure,” said Simon 
Briscoe of investment bank 
Nikko. 

Others thought the latest ad- 
vance on the high street, along 
with increases in real take- 
home pay, falling unemploy- 
ment and the prospect of 
windfall gains from building 
societies, supported the Bank's 
case. “However, with the Chan- 
cellor acting on a political agen- 
da, airy rate rise will be delayed 
until after the election," pre- 
dicted Gardn Bair at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. 

Mr Darke would not be 
drawn on interest rates yester- 
day. He said: “We will wait for 
the next meeting.” 
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DTI frees 
tenants 
from beer 
contracts 


Tom Stevenson 

pity Editor 


A flotation of Inntrepreneur 
paved a step closer yesterday 
as the Department of Tftide & 
Industry released the company, 
one of the UK's latest chains 
of pubs, from a raft of restric- 
tions and freed its tenants from 
their obligation to buy beer ' 
only from Scottish &. Newcastle. 

, The deal, which was wel- 
comed by Inntrepreneur's chief 
executive, Mike Foster, should 
allow numerous legal rows be- 
tween Inntrepreneur and its 
tenants to be resolved, clearing 
h stumbling block to a stock 
market listing. Analysts said 
they expected Inntrepreneur, 
Which owns 2,900 pubs, to come 
to the market with a price tag 
of about £800 ttl 

Inmrepreneur was formed 
in 19S9 when Foster's, which 
then owned Courage, acquired 
the brewing interests of Grand 
Metropolitan and a joint ven- 
ture company was created to 
hold the two companies* pub es- 
tates. Following a Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission in- 
vestigation of the deal in 1990, 
undertakings were made to re- 
duce the vertical links between 
the Courage brewing company 
and the estate and to reduce the 
geographical concentration of 
pubs tied to Courage. 

Yesterday's derision by the 
DTI means Inntrepreneur is no 
longer required to limi t its 
estate to 4,350 pubs, is no 
longer limited to 20 per cent of 
the pubs in any petty sessional 
district and fc no longer required 
to free any pubs it still owns 
from tie by next year. 

In exchange it ’must allow its 
tenants to buy beer from 
brewers other than Scottish & 
Newcastle, the current owner of 
Courage, in a move which is ex- 
pected to reduce tenants' costs 


considerably. Discounts for 
barrels of beer have widened in 
recent years thanks to the 
increasing buying power of 
independent chains such as 
Greenalls and JD Wether- 
spoon, but Inntrepreneur ten- 
ants have largely missed out on 
the downward "trend in prices 
because of their onerous tie to 
Scottish & Newcastle. 

Mr Foster said; "Inntrepre- 
neur has now been given the op- 
portunity to operate oa the 
same playing field as other in- 
dependent pub companies.” 

Announcing the change, 
John Thy lor. Minister for Cor- 
porate and Consumer Affairs, 
said: “I have agreed that Inn- 
trepreneur should be released 
from the existing undertakings. 
Inntrepreneur’s estate is con- 
siderably smaller than at the 
time the undertakings were in- 
troduced. In addition to this, the 
operation of pub chains has be- 
come clearer since the time of 
the merger. Pub chains can 
stimulate competition, provid- 
ing a counter-balancing force to 
the selling power of the large 
brewers.” 

Referring to the ongoing 
legal rows between Inntrepre- 
neur and its tenants, be said: “1 
recognise that there has been 
some friction between Inntre- 
preneur and its tenants. I 
welcome the recent issue of a 
Code of Practice covering Inn- 
trepreneur' s relationship with its 
tenants, which has demon- 
strated the company's desire to 
resolve these differences. I am 
sure that Inntrepreneur will 
respond to this decision in a sim- 
ilar spirit, seeking to foster re- 
lationships with its tenants.” 

The derision to allow Inn- 
trepreneur to extend its tie be- 
yond 1998 is certain to anger 
some tenants who have alleged 
inflated beer prices as a result 
of the current' tie agreement. ' 



Communications marks another phase in the transformation of GEC under 
its new managing director, George Simpson (above), who has already announced sweeping changes Photograph: FT 


The network of commercial 
partnerships between General 
Electric Company of the UK 
and Siemens, the German elec- 
trical engineering giant, was 
strengthened yesterday with 
the formation of a new telecom- 
munications company, writes 
Chris Godsmark. 

The jointly owned group, 
Siemens GECCoamnmicatknis, ‘ 
w ffl take ovg-teiepboqy operations 
ofGPX the group which traced 
its histoiy back to the 1989 
takeover of Plesse$ Siemens and 
GEC announced in June 1996 
their intention to from a new 
group to wMy their interests 
in private conununkadons. 


GEC seals Siemens 
joint telecoms deal 


It will also combine Siemens 
Business Communications, 
formed last year when Mercury 

Cn mmwnifa rt nns, the " 1?^ UK 
subsidiary of Cable £ Wireless, 
sold 75 per cent of its business 
telephony equipment division to 
Siemens, reducing its share- 
holding to 25 per cent. 

GPTis the UK’s largest man- 
ufacturer or telecommunica- 
tions equipment and a leading 


supplier of the hardware used in 
private company phone 
networks. It will serialise in. de- 
veloping large private systems 
including video-conferencing 
and computerised switchboards. 

The new company will employ 
around 3,000 staff and will 
have animal sales' of £265m. 
Neither Siemens nor GEC has 
disclosed a value for the total 
deaL 


The formation of Siemens 
GEC Communications marks 
another step in the transfor- 
mation or GEC. under its new 
m anag ing directory George 
Simpson, who joined the 
group from Lucas in Sept- 
ember last year; replacing its 
long-standing head. Lord 
Wein stock- ; . 

Mr Simpson has already 
stamped his- mark on ‘GEC by 
announcing a sweeping reor- 
ganisation of its internal op- 
erating struct u re, replacing the 
network of businesses into 
main operating divisions, each 
under a separate managing 
director 


France to 
auction stake 
in Thomson 


The French government has de- 
adecTto 'invite bids for its£13bn 

coufroUmg interest in Thomson- 

CSF, the defence wing of the 
electronics riant Thomson SA. 

The decision follows the em- 
banassmg collapse in December 
of an attempt to privatise die en- 
tire Thomson group. The gov- 
ernment, which - has rejected 
pleas from the company’s senior 
management for a stock market 
flotation, hopes to complete the 
sale of the mili tary electronics 
operation by eariy summer. 

. Paris wQl retain an actum 
spfdfique (golden share) to 
maintain a degree of political 
control over (he destiny of the 
company and to prevent its 
dismemberment. It wants 
Thomson-CSF to be paired 
with other French defence com- 
panies as the first stage of an an- 
ticipated, wider restructuring of 
the country’s military industri- 
al complex. 

Bidders are certain to include 
the Lagard&re group, owner of 
the Matra missiles, space and 
. telecommunications company, 
which was the senior partner in 
the privatisation deal which 
coDapsed in December. Its prin- 
cipal rival will once again be the 
space and telecoms company 
Alcatel Alsthom, probably in as- 
sociation with the plane-makers 
Dassault and Aerospatiale. 


The French treasury is said to 

hope that an auction, as opposed 

to a flotation, will bring a pre- 
mium price for its 58.4 per cent 
stake in Thomson-CSF. now 
valued at Frl2bn (£l3bn). But 
the government, seemingly 
wanting the best of ail worlds, 
also let it be known yesterdav 
that it would like Lagaidere and 
Alcatel (and possibly other 
interested parties) to co-oper- 
ate in the ru nnin g of Thomson- 

Govemraent sources said the 
flotation option had been re- 
jected, in part because it felt jhe 
Paris Bourse, also faring the first 
phase of the privatisation of 
France Telecom, would not be 
able to raise sufficient funds. This 
argument was curtly rejected on 
the stock market, which has 
been setting new records daily 
for several weeks. Jerome Labin 
of the Pinatton company on the 
Bourse told Le Monde yesterday: 
“The market has appetite 
enough to eat the whole planet 
and, as long as the paper is good 
enough, it seems the cash can be 
printed overnight” 

To sweeten the pill forThom- 
son-CSF management, 10 per 
cent of the stock of the company 
will be reserved for employees. 

The first attempt at privati- 
sation of the entire Thomson 
SA group was halted in De- 
cember after the French 
privatisation watchdog object- 


Yorkshire Water loses first round of bill battle 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Yorkshire Water, the privatised 
water and sewerage group, has 
lost the first round of a bitter 
legal battle over increases in bills 
to one its largest industrial 
customers. 

Illingworth Morris, one of 
Europe’s biggest producers of 
wool fibres, revealed that it 
has been given the go-ahead by 
a High Court judge to pursue 


a legal case against Yorkshire 
Water, alleging it had been un- 
fairly overcharged. In. the mean- 
time, the water company has 
been prevented from recovering 
some £1.5m in unpaid bills 
until a full hearing,^ expected to 
take place later this year. . . . . 

It also emerged last night that 
the Bradford-based Park] and 
Group, which makes wool 
fabrics for Marks and Spencer 
and other retail eis L has, also 
been threatened wiffi immin ent 


court action from Yorkshire 
Waterin a separate, though sim- 
ilar. dispute. 

Yorkshire Water became em- 
broiled in furious rows with tex- 
tile companies over increases in 
sewerage bills imposed from 
. 1994. lie firms involved, which 
'.became nick-named the “dirty 
thirty”; claimed in some cases 
' their waste water charges bad 
gone up by three times. Tbxtile 
.manufacturers .use huge qua§- 
1 tifresof water iii dyeing and fin- 


ishing processes. Most of the 
firms involved in the row have 
since paid their bills. A spokes- 
person for Yorkshire Water 
could not be contacted last night. 

The Illingworth Morris case; 
claims hs subsidiaries, Jannains 
and Woolcombers Processors, 
saw their bills rise by 47 per cent 
above inflation over a period of 
six years. Illingworth Morris 
had claimed in court that the in- 
creases^ were contrary to the 
Treaty ofiloaie/wtjrii prefects 


against companies who misuse 
their dominant market power. 

Alan Lewis, chairman of 
Illingworth Morris, explained: 
“We have worked m harmony 
with Yorkshire Water for many 
years. However, since the utili- 
ty's privatisation our business re- 
lationship has become difficult 
and. from our point of view, com- 
mercially unviable. We still hope 
that, with the arrival of new man- 
agement at .Yorkshire Wfcter, 
Common sense will prevail and 


further legal action will prove 
unnecessary." 

Mr Lewis added that the 
£lim was not the real issue in 
the case. He continued: “Its the 
principle of unfair and unjust 
charges which make us un- 
competitive in Europe.” 

Separately, the Parkland 
Group confirmed that it had 
been threatened with court ac- 
tion by Yorkshire Water over 
one element of its waste water 
charges. 
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• UK Stockmarket Fund ranked in top quartile of unit trusts over one, 
three and five years. 

• Net mortgage lending up 50% to £1.4 billion 


• Pre-tax profit up 18% to £392 million (excluding conversion costs) 

• Costiincome ratio down from 48.9% to 45.8% 

• Unit trust and life funds under management up 58% to over£l billion 
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From ridicule to huge rewards, Roscos roll on 


IXE3B3-Q1 
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'perhaps the City and everyone else in- 
JL terested in the business of Ieasmgshould 
have taken more notice of the golden rule 
afprivatisalkm, which is that the government 
nearly always knocks these things oat on the 
cheap, aided and abetted by an opposition 
that invariably talks down tfae price. The ef- 
fect was multiplied in the case of rail pri- 
vatisation for h took place against the 
background of a looming general election. 
Speed became a greater priority than price. 

Nevertheless, Andrew Jokes, smug and 
rich though he now is, has a very good 


point when he complains that there was 
nobody else to boy Eversholt in 1995, when 
leasing companies were being sold 


by the Government If nobody else was 
able to see the real value of the Roscos, 


or take on the ride of baying them, that was 
their look out 

The process was widely ridiculed in the 
summer and autumn of 1995, when the 
three Roscos were being sold. A Jot erf this 
came from the Labour party, some of it 
from the press - though not these pages - 
and quite a bit of it too from the venture 
capitalists, who win always talk a price down 

if they «*n. 

Even apparent experts took the view that 
the three companies, with their a ncient 
rolling stock, would would be lucky to' 
fetch £lbn between them; a number of the 
biggest names in leasing including NatWest 
looked and decided not to bother. As 
apparently did Forward Trust, the present 


buyer, which most have been circulated by 
Hambros with early details of the sale. It 
declined to bid and is now paying a very full 
price to buy second hand 
The low number of first time bidders and 
the feet that so many were management 
buyouts rather than big players In the leas- 
ing industry was interpreted as confirming 
that this was a privatisation that could be 
safely ignored. Even the Government was 
pleasantly surprised when Hambros pulled 
m as much as £1.8bn for the three compa- 


nies. 


Hie real issue, and the one that has pro- 
duced such rich rewards for the individuals 
concerned, is not in any care so much the 
underpricing of the Company itself but the 
way the buyout was structured, la the little 
known world of venture capital, it is routine 
to build a whole financial structure on a tiny 
amount of "‘sweet equity” - a description 
that must refer to the way the money sticks 
to the fingers of those who own it. In the 
Eversholt case, a mere £2Jm invested at the 
outset in ordinary shares was able to lay 
claim to the whole profit 


A re we about to see the banking equiv- 
xvaJent of a price war? It’s been a long 
time in coming and we’ve had many false 
ions of [ 


declarations of hostilities before. But that 
was certainty the implication of the veiy com- 
petitive interest rale announced yesterday 
by the new Sainsbuxy Bank on instant ac- 


cess deposit accounts. 

Once upon a time the used 

to charge us to deposit our money with 
them Things have changed a bh since then, 
but not by much. The rates of interest paid 
on outstanding balances in standard 

accounts are still so tow they are almost not 

worth having (almost, but not quite). The 
position is not much better with building 
societies. Even the interest on 90-day notice 
accounts is nothing to get excited about in 
most cases. 

Saiosbury’s rates, together with those 
offered by the other supermarkets, iookso 
much better by comparison that the tradi- 
tional banking sector must surety respond. 

Sainsbuxy’s still has a way to go, of course, 
before it can match the big banks in terms 
of customer service. So fear it has only 
launched a savings account With no over- 
draft facility, no cheque book and so add- 
ons like standing order and direct debit 
options, it is for the time being probably 
more of a threat to building societies than 
banks. 

But a full Sainsbmy’s bank account will 
come later this year, providing a powerful 
test of the assumed inertia of banking cus- 


tomers. Perhaps in practice people will 

o little about 


indeed prove too lazy or care too 
their interest rate to change their accounts. 

But the market fo changing. I J nencmnh crerf 

by the high overhead of a branch network, 
supermarkets are in a position to offer such 
dramatically better terms that they may 


. to shift this inertia, 
the same rime there is the coining bat- 
tle between building societies which have 
taken the conversion route and those that 
a m gtiriring with mmtmiiiy The Nationwide 
is already running com p arative advertising 
inviting customers to check their rates. 
More campaigns like this will follow. 

The real fun islfloety to start after the Hal- 
ifax and Woolwich flotations in the summer. 
According to Save and Prosper up to a tenth 

- * J 2. 1J f1ia.Au itflt 


of depositor could migrate once they’ve got 
. - «- — ^ — ’dbe© 


their free shares. The outfits could be even 
worse if deposit rates are uncompetitive. 
The upshot is that both banks and converted 
building societies are faring a long, brais- 
ing battle against a new set of competitors 
that are not used to losing. It couldn’t hap- 
pen to a nicer bunch. 


S o at last the truth is out- the Conserva- 
tives are against British participation in 
monetary onion (aO except the one living 
at Number 11 Downing Street, anyway) and 
the Labour Party is broadly in favour of it. 
Yawn, say the markets. Everyone knew that 
already, even if these positions were stated 
with greater clarity by Messrs Rifkind and 
Brown yesterday than weVe ever had before 
or are ever Bkety to get just ahead of an elec- 
tion. 

Bat hold on a moment. That’s not quite 


right, is it? The present assumption m 
markets is that Britain will not join toe Euro, 


not for a very long time in any case. That’s 
a view which accurately reflects the likely 
Conservative position on this; it is impos- 
sible to imagine a Tbry government ever tak- 
ing us into the Euro, even in the unlikely 
event of Kenneth Clarke becoming prime 
minister. 

But it doesn’t seem to reflect the likely 
position under a Labour Government. In 
that sense Mr Brown's comments are much 
more significant than Mr Rifkind's. 
Labour’s increasingly public position seems 
to be that it wfll eventually take us into the 
Euro. If that’s the care there are some 
important imp lications for markets. 

It seems unlikely that sterling would be 
unduty affected one way or the other by such 
a commitment. But bond prices most cer- 
tainty would. Gflts have largely missed out 
on the “convergence” in European bond 
prices caused by the ami roach of monetarv 
union. The result is mat the British Gov- 
ernment is now paying more for its bor- 
rowings even than the one time pariah 
economies of Italy and Spain. Lower gov- 
ernment borrowing costs, then, would be 
one immediate affect of commitment to 
monetaty union. According to one estimate, 
the savings might be equivalent to 2p off the 
basic rate of income tax. 

So the markets are wrong to think there’s 
nothing new in what was said. If Labour 
wins the election and there’s real commit- 
ment to the Euro, then gilt yields are going 
to start tumbling fast. 
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Savers expected to move their money 


NEc Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


i bill battt 


More than 1.6 million savers in 
building societies that are planning 
stock market flotations will move 
tbeir deposits to rival higher-payin g 
accounts in the coming months, 
according to new research yesterday. 

The survey for Save & Prosper 


more defections from disgruntled 
investors.” • 

Save &Prosper’s poll was carried out 
by NOP among members of Halifax, 
Alliance & Leicester, Woolwich, Bris- 
tol & West and Northern Rock, which 


are either planning to demutualise or 
are being taken over by a bank. The 
poll found that although the majority 
were happy to receive free shares from 
the demutualisations, only 48 percent 
approved of the fact that budding so- 


cieties would become banks. Some 23 
per cent were not sure either way. 

Onty 7 per cent of members were ex- 
pected to spend their bonuses right 
away, while up to 4 million savers -25 
per cent of the total- may cash in the 


Woolwich incentives boost mortgage business 



opens up the prospect erf a scramble 
for cash between financial institu- 


tions as more than 10 per cent of de- 
mutualised savers prepare to embark 
on a nomadic search for the best deals 
on the market 

“Competition among banks and 
budding societies win increase as each 
vies for new customers,” said Stephen 
Richardson, banking and sales direc- 
tor at Save & Prosper. 

“The focus is once again on inter- 
est rates offered by banks and build- 
ing societies. Those unable to keep up 
with the competition may .witness. 


Wiolwicfa Bunding Society snatched almost 8 percent of net 
new mortgage business lastjem; reflecting its strategy to bqy 
market share by spending mare than flOOm on incentives 
such as cash-backs and dfaconnted rates, writer Jiff 2ha anor. 
Overall, flic society’s net lending increased by 50 per 
cent to £L4bn, which represented 7-6 per cent of the mar 
ket - higher than its traditional 6 per cent market share. 
Its gross lendingwas £3.9bn. 

Woolwich yester da y reporte d record profits, ccdnding 
the costs of its planned flotation, of £392m, a rise of 18 
per cent on 1995. For tfae first time in 10 years its estate 
agency business made a profit, but this was mostly as a 
result of the profit on the sale of Cbestertons Residential. 

Howeva; tfae society's profits would have been £83m lower 
ifWoolwich had written off tiie spedal mortgage offers in 


1996 instead of amortising tfae costs over an image four- 
year period. 

Hie society wfll float on the stock market late- this year 
and wants to increase its presence in the north of Eng- 
land by merging with a building society in the area. 

Bat John Stewart, group chief executive, indicated that 
sockmergers might be dfflfcnlt if proposed legislation goes 
through Pufiament This would mean TOohrich would lose 
a five-year protection against takeovers if It me rged with 

aimdm- fh»flTif4al tna hnnlr 

Sob Thomas, bufldmg society matystm UBS, s^dWxil- 
wieb’s mortgage share would have been helped by its bias 
to the South-east of England. He also noted that its gross 
lending figure might hare been inflated by borrowers stay- 
ing to ensure they received their free shares. 


shares immediatety and save some or 
all of the windfall. 

In recent months, a number of 
building societies have made direct 
pitches for former members of Na- 
tional & Provincial, which was taken 
over by Abbey National last year. A 
major pro-mutual offensive spear- 
headed by the Building Societies As- 
sociation is planned in the summer. 

A Woolwich spokesman said yes- 
terday: “Certainty, investors will simp 
around. But if there was going to hie 
amass outflow of funds we would have 
seen it straight away, once members 
voted for conversion. ” 

Alliance & Leicester said: “We 
think we. offer competitive interest 
rates. We have] oyaj investors who have 
been with os fora kmg time. The tenns 
of our deal with them have not 
changed many respect other than they 
are now dmieholders." 

Halifax Buflcfing Society did not re- 
turn calls. 


Swithland directors 


found guilty of fraud 


Tiro fwmm directors erf what was 
cure one of the country's largest 
privately owned car sales groups 
have been found guilty of fraud- 
ulent trading in a case brought 
by the Serious Fraud Office. 

But the jury at Oxford Crown 
Court failed to reach a. verdict 
on the same charge against a 
third former executive. 

The jury convicted John 
Hayes, the former chairman and 
founder of Swithland Motors, 
and David Shanatt, the finance 
director, of fraudulent trading 
between 1 November 1991 and 
26 November 1993. They wiD be 
sentenced tomorrow. 

Tte judge dismissed the jury 
after it failed to agree on the 
charge against Richard Hayes, 
35, the operations director and 
brother of the chairman. 


The SFO opened the case, in 
conjunction with Customs and 
Excise and the Leicestershire 
Constabulary fraud and com- 
mercial branch, after Swith- 
land's aborted stock market 
flotation in November 1993. 

The court heard that John 
Hayes was “the spider at the 
centre of the web” and would 
have benefited by scare Urn if the 
flotation had been successful He 
was described as “the leader and 
guiding Ugh 1 of Swithland”. 

Swithland was based in 
Mountsorrel, Leicestershire 
and put into receivership in 
November 1993. The receivers 
established that contrary to ac- 
counting documents, the car 
dealership was grossly insolvent 
to the tune of £25m. 

The jury convicted Sharratt on 
Thesday mid readied its verdict 
on John Hayes yesterday. 
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French and Italian businesses pre-tax profits up to £12 million 
General insurance business pre-tax profits up 55 % to £15minion 
-Another strong performance with record profits, showing the benefits of 


our diversification strategy. We arc well placed for future growth 
following conversion and flotation." It’s good to be with the 
JOHN STEWART. GROUP CHIEF EXECUTIVE WOOLWICH 
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Panel raps Barings 
on takeover rules 


Medeva’s big gamble should pay off 


Magnus Grjmond 

The executive of the Takeover 
Pane] yesterday delivered a 
public rap over the knuckles to 
ING Barings after shares in 
Applied Distribution, a client of 
the merchant bank, soared prior 
to it revealing bid approaches 
last month. 

A statement from the Panel 
said Barings, rescued from col- 
lapse by the Dutch group ING 
almost exactly two years ago, 
had breached rule 2.2 of the 
Takeover Code by not keeping 
the City watchdog informed of 
the approaches. 

Alistair Defriez, the director- 
general, said: “It is a public 
statement of criticism because 
the code has been breached and 
in particular Barings failed to 
consult the executive as they 
were required to do." 

Investors 
vent anger 
on NFC 

Directors of NFC, the transport 
logistics company, bad a rough 
.rid; from shareholders at yes- 
terday's annual meeting over the 
group's poor share performance 
in the past year. And while a pos- 
itive trading statement by the 
chairman edged the shares up 


The Panel had the choice of By that stage, the shares had 
keeping the censure of the b ank slipped to 30J>p and continued 
behind closed doors. It was a to slide, hitting a low of 21.5p 
assure of the seriousness with by 18 December, at which price 
w™™ the itviewed the issue that there was a significant volume 
i- ^ ras mat * e pub- of dealings, the Panel said, 

ue, Mr Defnez suggested. The shares then started to rise 

Applied, which is involved in sharply, reaching 4flp by the end 
contract food distribution from of the month, hitting 46 -5p on 
companies ranging from J 30 January, just before bid ap- 
Samsbunr to Nestle, saw its proaches were reveakx£aiKiris- 
snares ; plunge in November af- ing 30 per cent to 62p on the 
ter it^ issued its second profits day. The Panel said it was “nat- 
w^niing in three months. The urally concerned that these 
jwice slumped 25 -5p to 37p on price increases may have re- 
the day that it announced that suited from a leak in relation to 
it would be passing its final div- the approaches received ... 
idend as a result of a downturn although there was no specu- 
m second-half trading, which lation about this in the media", 
would mean it would only break The executive said it was only 

even for the period. informed shortly before the 

Yesterday, the Panel revealed company’s announcement, 
that the company had received Under the code, it should be kept 
certain bid approaches as early infonnedtf there is a movement 
as the beginning of December, of 10 per cent or more. 

In Brief 

• Consumer prices in the US increased by only 0.1 per cent in 
January, taking the annual inflation rate down to 3.0 per cent from 
33 per cent in December. The core inflation rate, excluding food 
ana energy, declined to 23 per cent. Although the figures were 
much better chan expected, just one component - air fares - 
accounted for the surprisingly low increase in core prices. The 
figures nevertheless confirmed that inflationary pressure remained 
muted. Separate figures showed a widening in the trade gap in 
December. The deficit on trade in goods and services was $103bo, 
up from $7.9bn in November. 

• Cable & Wireless's Mercury Cn rnmwnic athms subsidiary has 
won a £48m contract to supply voice communications to Lloyds 
TSB Group. The five-year contract is for a managed service, de- 
livering the corporate voice network linking the offices, of 


Shareholders in Medeva have suffered ’I 1 tt 
a stomach-churning voyage over the -L XI 

yeai^ but that the group has 

been steering a steadier course have 
grown much dearer of late. Market con- 
cerns have centred oo merhyiphenidate, vaccine 
the generic form of Ritalin, the con- into a . 
traversal treatment for unruly children profit f 
made by Novartis. It is thought to have shares, i 
represented over two-thirds of group p/e of I! 
profits in the past, but Medeva’s 70 per industry 
cent market share could be under at- 
tack from three competitors by next 
year, with Johnson Matthey potentially Snj*' 
ready to enter the market with a rival 9 

product as early as this summer. TT i|f 
But Medeva has nor been sitting on 
its hands and the first fruits of its 
labours were apparent in yesterday’s re- Martin 
suits for the year to December. Oper- WPP’s p 
a ting profits cut from £78.1m to £39.9m has done 
were hammered by a £65 Jm resume- advertisi 
taring charge in the wake of last year’s its self-i 
$3 70m (£23 9m) deal to buy Fisons’ old for 199) 


The Investment Column 

. • • _ WPP’s profits back a bit ttos year 

EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 

vaccine and treatment, could yet turn loss account it is hard to avoid die con- will keep earnings per share aI i u - 1 
into a mini-blockbuster. Lehman’s, elusion that everything is going the over l-p- E *H..«har«anaornsw- 
profit forecast of £124m puts the company’s way. Revenues of £l.b9bn Tha ^ ibal 
shares, up 33p at 2835p, on a forward were 9 per cent ahead of 1995 butty Given the scope for 
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industry multiples in the 20s. 


Sorrell works 
miracles at WPP 


was accounted for, operating prom 
was 22 per cent better at £lS2.4m. 
Lower interest rates and smaller 
debts helped the pre-tax profit line to 
a 35 per ant increase to £1533m and 


Martin Sorrell may have created 
WPP’s problems but you can’t deny he 
has done an impre ssive job digging the 
advertising and PR group back out of 
its self-inflicted hole. Pre-tax profits 
for 1996 were £1533m compared 


US businesses based at Rochester, New with under £8m in 1992. Operating 
York, from Rhdne Poulenc Borer. profits have grown over that period 
But Rochester, Medeva's biggest from 5.9 per cent to 10.8 per cent Net 
buy to date, should do wonders for the 


debt has fallen by two-thirds from 


group’s credibility. Analysts reckon £437zn to £145m and could be wiped 


the additional business diluted 
metoytphenidate profits to around half 
the group total ana the potential is huge. 
At its most prosaic, the £47m cash spent 
on integrating Rochester should have 


out completely within two years. 

That is a remarkable performance 
for a company that received the last 
rites so many times while the bankers 
toiled over its many refinancings that 


repaid itself by the year 2000, when it its ultimate recovery is nothing short 
could be delivering underlying cost of a miracle. 


Sir Christopher Bland, chair- 
man, told shareholders that 
“market conditions remain chal- 
lenging, especially in Europe 
where the group’s business has 
been affected by drivers' strikes 
in France and Spain. However, 
we still expect to make further 
progress during the year.” 
That did not placate some 
shareholders. One asked Sir 
Christopher: “When do you ex- 
pect our share price to recover?” 
In reply, file chairman said: “I 
share your disappointment.” 
For the year to September 
1996 NFC reported a pre-tax 
profit of £105.2m, up from 
£38.6m in the previous year. 


Lloyds Bank and TSB Bank across the UK. The network mil help 
Lloyds with the integration of its two b anking groups following 
last year’s takeover of TSB. 

• Grand Metropolitan has sold its Benelux-based bakery busi- 
nesses, comprising Suzy, Desobry and Drntooek Holdings, to Gam- 
pagnie Nationale a Portfeuille for £83m, including debts. The 

businesses Ipake waffles, biscuit s and t rariirirmgl p mrh ralrw: fnm- 
bined sales for these businesses for the year to September were 
around £2 9m and operating profits £100,000. 


1 Company Results 


1\imovtr£ Pre-tax £ EPS 

. DMdsod 


381m p72m) -IZIm {-l&2m) -72Gp (-12.440) - (-) 

Fnwjrff) 55.4<n (39.9m) 4.15m g-ian) 11p(18p) 5Jp(-) 

LaduFrtSng^ 1 J56hl P-38bi) 38JBlg7.UH 27.fltpP8.I8p) 11 (-) 

Larin (t) .7m) 1.48m (OJfrn) 11 Jp (&7p) 7_5p {-) 

Mm|F| 332m fS8m) 3ajm (79.0m) UpflSSp) 4Jp(-) 

WTarawfFl 7JOOm (5.5Sbo) 153m (11404 13-7p(B.5p) t.7p <-J 

(T}-fm 0)- interim (t) - Lssstags iz mite, comparatives 34 wks 


savings of around £25m a year. 

More exciting still should be the top 
line benefits. The merged and re- 
structured salesforce, now raised from 
around 150 to 272, has already man- 
aged in six months to generate $77zn 
of sales from Rochester's 10 products, 
some three-quarters of the total for the 
whole of last year. And Medeva says 
only around 15 per cent of the 
Rochester site was being used when it 
was acquired, so ifitcan find the drugs, 
toe capacity is there to multiply by sev- 
eral times the throughput. 

Already, over the past two years, 
Medeva has picked up some interest- 
ing prospects. Maiden contributions 
from RPR products like Io namin, the 
anti-obesity treatment which clocked up 
sales of £214 iii, and the first full year 
of earlier acquisitions, like Glaxo’s 
Sempra D anti-histamine for allergies, 
mean new drugs are already reporting 
sales of more than half the £108m from 
methy Iphenid ate last year. Given that 
many of these are growing in double dig- 
its and the high margin Rochester 
products were in for only half a year, the 
omens are good that Medevaian. sur- 
vive the onslaught on methy^henidate. 

Success in a legal dilute outer toe 
marketing of Ion amin could deliver a 
£20m boost to the bottom line, while 
further out, Hppagene, the hepatitis B 


Running down WPP’s profit and 


shareholders was 46 per cent higher. 
No wonder the final dividend rose x 
per cent to 1.144p. 

Shareholders, and Mr Sorrell of 
course, wifi now focus on how much 
more can still be done to bring WPP 
up to the standards of its best peers. 
In advertising, Omnicom and Inter- 
public achieve operating margins of 
between 13 and 15 percent, and their 
best businesses as much as 17 per cent. 
In PR, Shandwick generates a return 
of more than 10 per cent. 

With strong brands such as Ogilvy 
& Mather, J Walter Thompson and 
Hill & Knowl ton, there is no reason 
why WPP should not aspire to that 
sort of performance. This, the com- 
pany believes, would by itself add 
another £25m to operating profit 
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further growth, that s good value. 

Early bookings 
boost Airtours 

Airtours' figures for the first three 
months to December are not the most 
meaningfol data - it is hardly the most 
important quarter of toe year far a tcwir 
operator and travel agent. They do, 
however, give analysts a chance to 
check their expectations and for toe 
company to give a steer about the 
volume of early bookings. 

Yesterday's 6Jp fall in the share 
price to 970p was a rather grudging 
reaction to a quarterly statement that 
reassured on noth these counts. _ 

Analysts pushed their expectations 
for toe year to September a useful £7m 
higher to £1 10m on the back of buoy- 
ant booking figures showing early 
purchases of summer 1997 packages 45 
per cent ahead. 

But after the shares’ breathtaking re- 
cent run, a pause was to be expected. 
When Airtours announced record 
profits for the year to last September 
a couple of weeks before Christmas the 
shares stood at just over £7. Now they 
arc toe best part of £10. 

T p ss than five wars ago you could 
have picked themup for 170p, and they 
have doubled in a year. 

Yesterday’s statement showed a 40 
per cent rise in first-quarter sales 
thanks in part to the inclusion of 
Spies and Alba, the latest in Airtours’ 
overseas pushes, and a 33 per cent drop 
in the seasonal loss before Out to 
£12. lm. Part of the rationale for mov- 
ing into overseas markets such as 
Scandinavia and Canada has been a 
desire to make the business less 
summer orientated and the strategy ap- 
pears to be working handsomely. 

Airtours shares have soared on 
hopes that toe days of overcapacity and 
price wars arc over for good, together 
with a touch of bid spice from the 29.9 
per cent stake held by Carnival Cor- 
poration of the US. On the latest fore- 
casts they stand on a prospective 
price/eamings ratio of 18 this year. 
That’s a reasonable premium for a gen- 
uine growth company and the shares 
are still worth holding. 
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Travel and Accommodation 

Ikqpartmg from either London Waterloo Inten 


The Independent and Independent On Sunday in 
association with Eurostar and Driveline Europe have 
arranged this special spring time in Paris offer. 

Travel in style and comfort on the Eurostar passenger 
train service and spend one night in a Paris hotel for 
as little as £79.00 per person, or two nights for £99.00 
per person. 

Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than with a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, nightclub, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. Now, because of our special Springtime in 
Paris offer, you can go for a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. All things considered, wouldn’t 
you rather be in Paris? 

There is no need to collect tokens, 
simply call Driveline Europe to book. 

The offer is valid for travel from the 28 February to 
30 April (excluding the Easter period 22-31 March *97) 



or the new Ashford Iritematicmal station in Kent aod 
atrivingatParfe Gare du Nprd You have a choice to 
stety in ppebf three 2-star Campanile hotels. Each per 
person charge mehides a reiurn Standard Class : 

; Eurostar ticket fonn London Waterloo International - 
’ pr Ashford International to Paris and is based on 2 
. people sfraraig a twni pr double room. Breaks start at 
• ; £79.00 p.^ indudiiig one night, each extra night’s 
accommodation is just £20 p.p. You may also upgrade 
toa 3 star hotel at an added cost starting at £20, with 
exira ni^its only £40. 

Choose From Three 2 Star Campanile Hotels 

Campanile Louis Blanc is conveniently located less than ten minutes walk (or a short taxi drive) 
from die Gare du Nord. All rooms are comfortably furnished with private facilities, channel TV 
and a courtesy tray with tea, coffee and biscuits. '.There is a breakfast room and bar mid the centre 
of Paris is approximately 15 minutes by metro. 

Campanile Bastille by Place de la Bastille is located in the centre of Paris, dose to the historic 
Marais quarter and the Place des Vosges, with its arcades, antique shops and galleries. There are 
two metro lines dose to the hotel, one which goes directly to Gare du Nord (fine 5, Breguet-Sabin 
station). Hotel facilities include small garden, fully equipped bedrooms and breakfast room. 

Campanile Italie-Gobetins is on the left bank at Tlace dTtalie’ and within walking distance of the 
Latin quarter with its lively restaurant and bars. The metro is close by and on the direct line from 
Gare du Nord. The hotel offers a warm and modem atmosphere with full private facilities in the 
rooms, cable TV and a buffet breakfast room. 

Upgrading your hotel 

To upgrade your hotel the three star Trianon Rive Gauche*** is also available at just £99 p p 
during March and £105 pp during April for one night on a B&B basis. Extra nights are only £40 
p.p. This hotel offers a prime location next to the beautiful Jardin du Luxembourg and the famous 
Sorbonne. It is just 15 minutes from Notre Dame on foot. Direct RER from Gare du Nord. The 
price includes continental breakfasL 

Weekend Travel 

For outward and/or return travel on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday add £15 per person 
Child prices on request " ^ 

Driveline Europe 

Driveline is m established direct rell tour operator, specialising in short break holidays to France. 

fully performed, the return dale as confirmed by Driveline has passed. nicn 






How to Book 

There is no need to collect tokens, simply telephone Driveline on 
01707 660011 quoting The Independent/Eurostar promotion. Please 
have ready your approximate departure/return times. There is 
approximately one train an hour during normal travelling times. 

Payment can be made by cheque. Switch, Delta, Connect, Access or Visa. 
No Cheques for departures within 14 days of booking. Travel insurance is 
available at the special price of £10 p.p. Booking request must be received 
by Driveline at least 4 working days in advance of the requested date of 


travel. Within this period a £10 late booking fee will apply. All bookings 
will be verified by confirmation invoice and tickets are normally issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your departure date is within seven days, 
Driveline Europe Ltd will contact you to make suitable arrangements. A 
binding contract between you and Driveline Europe Ltd will come into 
existence when Driveline Europe Ltd despatch a confirmation invoice 

Terms and Conditions 

All bookings are subject to availability. All travel must be completed by 30 
April 1997. The offer is available to readers aged 18 years or over. You 


passport and any necessary visas. Tickets for 

SSr™ ^ conditions set out in EPS's 

of of which are available on request. Readers 

t i iat r °°, chan S« or amendments are permitted with this 
offer. Lost or stolen tickets are non-reftmdable. Eurostar check in closes 
20 mmutos pnor to departure - please allow plenty of time. TOs offelr 
22? i? wth an Y other offer. The offer is valid for minimum 
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Share spotlight 



Reed moves up on hopes of consumer books sale 


While the £10Om hole discov- 
ered in the accounts of Fear- 
son’s Penguin subsidiaiy in 
the US keeps the gossips in the 
book world chattering, rival 
Reedf International is quietly 
moving ahead with plans to fo- 
cus on electronic publishing. 

According to market 
sources, the- Anglo-Dutch 
group is thought to be dose to 
finalising the tale of its con- 
sumer books division to a maxt- 
agement buy-out team. 

. Reed has been trying to sell 
the cfiviskinen bloc far the best 
part of tiro years. When an auc- 
tion attracted bids of just 
n0m-£80m, compared to an 
initial asking, price of £250m, 
the business was withdrawn 
from the market. 

But at the aid of last year 
JotaHofloran, who led a buy- 
out of British P rinting Corpo- 
ration from the late Robert 
Maxwell, was appointed to 
fatten up consumer books 
ahead of a sale by eariy 1998.. 


Reed recently sold some of 
the best-known names in book 
pubfishing, in chi ding Seeker & 
Warburg and Heinemano, to 
Random House for about 
£20m - the equivalent of the 
division’s turnover. 

Using a similar ratio Reed 
hopes the rest of the con- 
firmer books business, which 
includes reference, illustrated 
and children's books, will fetch 
around £i50m. Hopes that a 
sale is imminent, and at a rea- 
sonable price, helped elevate 
Reed’s shares 45p to 11475p. 
Analysts also believe the shares 
have been oversold since Reed 
warned before Christmas that 


rawn its In 1997. 

Rumours that Reuters, up 
year Up at 66&5p, might be srriff- 
ouy- rag around Reed were difr- 
irpo- missed as old bat. 
ibert For once the FTSE 100 in- 
ti to dex ignored a weak opening in 
ooks New York by building on ear- 
[998.. lier gains to dose at a record 


MARKET REPORT 

PATRICK T00HER 


high of 4357.4, up 25.1 on the 
day. News of the death of Chi- 
nese leader Deng Xiaoping 
came after the market closed, 
though Wail Street’s initial re- 
action was calm. 

Smith Khoe Beechnut led 
the way, surging 4d5p to an afl- 
thne peak of 941p on further 
consideration of a strong set of 
1996 figures from the drugs 
giant on Tuesday. Merrill 
Lynch reckons Smith Klin e 
Beecham deserves to trade on 
a similar multiple to its US 
peers, inlying a price in excels 
of lOOOp. 

Good results from Swedish 
pharmaceuticals group Astra 
added to positive sentiment in 
the sector, with Zeneca ad- 


vancing 25p to 180 lp and 
Glaxo 25p ahead at 913.5p. 

Also firm was BAT Indus- 
tries, 17_Sp better at 545 Jp on 
renewed hopes that tbs US to- 
bacco industry will agree a 
settlement with various groups 

bringing lawsuits against it 

The froth came off Scottish 
& Newcastle after tbe 
Department of Tbade and In- 
dustry gave tenants with In- 
ntrepreneur, owned by Grand 
Metropolitan and Foster’s, the 
choice to buy their beer sup- 
plies from other brewers. Scot- 
tish & Newcastle’s shares shed 
6pto 669p. 

SheD was on the slide, down 
9p at 1079jSp, as Salomon 
Brothers urged clients to take 


profits on the bade of recent 
share price strength. The US 
investment bank believes 
Shell's valuation is stretched 
relative to the sector and ex- 
pects die share to weaken as 
the crude price detimes. 

\briEshhe1gpnes-Ifaes topped 
the Use of FTSE 250 movers as 


owner of the North-west fran- 
chise, was about to make its 
long-awaited move on the tele- 


shake of the ITV kaleidoscope. 

Granada is said ro have 
cleared tbe decks for the ac- 
quisition after selling its Wel- 
come Break motorway service 
stations for £476m and pock- 


erty group Chelsfield for its 
Westbmy hotels in London 
and New Yorie. Shares in York- 
shire ended 55p higher at 
115Z5p, valuing the broad- 
caster at £637m. 

Other ITV franchise hold- 
ers shrugged off recent fears 


about tbe impact of digital tele- 
vision with Scottish TV up 
13J>p at 616p and HTV 5p 
firmer at 335p. Expect HTV to 
move higher this nrornipg. An- 
alysts say a Granada swoop on 
Yorkshire would free United 
News & Media, holder of the 
Angfia and Meridian licences, 
to pounce on HTV. United has 
14 per cent in Yorkshire and 
29.9 per cent of HTV - the 
maximum allowed without 
triggering a full bid. 

Amec surged in late trade to 
close 5p ahead at 109p. The 
contractor is expected to an- 
nounce this morning that it is 
dose to completing the sale of 


dose to completing the sale of 
its 20 per cent stake in Egypt 
Gasfor£3&Im. Tbe deal, due 

ro completed next Monday, will 
net Amec a £30m profit. 

Shares in George Wimpey, 
the housebuilder, added Z5p 
to 138p as fund manager 
PDFM bought 9.73 million 
shares to take its stake from 20 
per cent to 22.7 per cent. 


Taking Stock 


O Shares in printer Hunters 
Arraley climbed 2J>p to 106p 
on the back of upbeat com- 
ments Grom David Bird, the 
chairman. He rold sharehold- 
ers at the group’s annual 
meeting that first-quarter de- 
mand remained buoyant 

while the second quarter bad 
started wdL All five operat- 
ing units had shown encour- 
aging growth, he said. Last 
week Hunters appointed 
» Charterhouse TSbity to re- 
I place Ranmure Gordon as its 
• brokers. Charterhouse ex- 
pects Hunter’s profits to 
reach £3J8m in the year end- 
ing September. 

□ The cartons ly named Wa- 
terfall Holdings, tbe AIM- 
listed operator of pool and 
snooker halls, nudged a pen- 
ny higher at 74p. It has paid 
£451,000 for two new Cue 
sports dubs in Birmingham 
and Gloucester and the free- 
hold of a site in Reading. 
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Win a BUPA II Health Screen 


Phis a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA hu developed a new 
health . assessment which is 
devised specifically to provide 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over 40 tests giving 
an overview of your all round 
state, of health and fitness. 
Then you will be assigned yonr 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan yonr own 
impnw ppnen t programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only to detect any 
health problems but also to 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance ofca healthy lifestyle 
and how you can achieve it 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, all callers will receive 
a £30 discount. 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
question on fine: and leave your 
details, flail: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0900 616029 

CwtfrtHinn c«fi» ao4 50p per same. Whoa petal xi nadao after Bma dole 2U Fctraiy I»7. 
Utori N c w H «p ct Ptteibnixroti*«pctT. €doart<fedri«iii&i«L 
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Wipe the slate 
clean for the world’s 
poorest countries 


Flush with his success, 




T he recent annual review 
of aid to poor countries 
by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development, the rich coun- 
tries’ club, makes unusually 
sombre reading. The flow of aid 
to poor countries from rich gov- 
ernments has slumped is the 
latest year for which figures are 
available - with the UK one of 
the meanest donor countries. 

In its annual review of devel- 
opment assistance provided by 
member countries, the 29 rich- 
est in the world, the OECD re- 
vealed that total aid spending fell 
by nearly a tenth in real terms 
in 1995. The total declined to 
$58.9bn in cash terms. 

The normally upbeat report 
described this as a slump, and 
said 15 out of the 21 countries 
reviewed had slashed aid spend- 
ing. The OECD set out an ac- 
tion plan, including increased 
official assistance, for giving 
more help to poor countries. 

It put a positive gloss on the 
disappointing official contri- 
butions by noting that in- 
creasing private sector 
investment meant total capital 
flows from the rich to the de- 
veloping countries had reached 
a new record of $239 Jbn. Pri- 
vate money accounted for 
$159bn of this. Portfolio in- 
vestment has fallen since the 
Mexico crisis, but bank lending 
and direct investment are both 
growing strongly. 

However, as the charts show, 
the private investment is heav- 
tty concentrated in the richest 
developing countries. Flows 
to sub-Saharan Africa are 
down and it now receives al- 
most none. Both South Amer- 
ica and Asia have enjoyed 
increases, but these are con- 
centrated on the handful of 
economies that are growing 
rapidly anyway. More than 
three-quarters of all private in- 
vestment by OECD countries 
in the developing world goes to 



Diane 

Coyle 

The call for more 
official aid to 
developing 
nations is a forlorn 
hope. But there is 
another way 


a dozen “upper middle in- 
come" countries. 

The report's conclusion is 
that there needs to be more of- 
ficial aid, but focused on cre- 
ating the underlying conditions 
for private investment: “Aid, in 
short, must now be used with 
a deliberate mission to help 
countries break out of aid-de- 
pendency.” The message is that 
increasing private capital flows 
to the few are no substitute for 
official aid flows to the many. 

It is hard to see any hope of 
aid budgets being increased 
however. The UK was one of 
those leading the way in cutting 
official aid. It amounted to 
$3.2bn [£2bn) in 1995, a fall of 
6 j per cent in real terms. Britain 
has been overtaken for the first 
time by the Netherlands in the 
amount of development aid it 
provides. UK aid was sixth low- 
est as a share of GDP, well be- 
low the OECD average at only 
028 per cent, although the think- 




tank conceded that the British 
prog ramm e was “h nsinp.ssHlrfi” 

The US was the fourth- 
bigpjst donor in absolute terms, 
but bottom of the league for aid 
relative to GDP at only 0.1 per 
cent, following a 28 per cent 
real-terms reduction m 1995. 

Only four countries met the 
UN target of giving the equiv- 
alent of 0.7 per cent of their 
GDP in aid lo developing 
countries. These were Den- 
mark, Norway,, the Nether- 
lands and Sweden. 

In short, any country with gov- 
ernment deficit reduction high 
on the political agenda - in- 
cluding aD of the EU and the US 
- has cut its aid budget Brave 
is the politician who would ask 
for more money for poor for- 
eigners when national welfare 
budgets are being slashed 

It is also worth wondering 
how extra funds from the coun- 
tries of “the north" could actu- 
ally help the poorest countries 
of “the south” get themselves 
into a state which will attract pri- 
vate finance and see them be- 
come fully fledged members of 
the international economy. It 
surely cannot be a question of 
infrastructure: the World Rank 
has been funding bridges, roads 
and dams for 50 years. 

It is hard to see hew shovel- 
ling in funds from one set of gov- 
ernments can help another set 
of politicians become less cor- 
rupt or better nilers- if anything 
the reverse will happen. That 
leaves, perhaps, areas such as ed- 
ucational and soda! spending, 
but even here there must be a 
suspicion that more is lacking 
than oodles of money. 

The call for higher official as- 
sistance to developing countries 
is not only a forlorn hope, but 
also less useful than an alterna- 
tive financial commitment the 
rich nations could make. That is 
writing off, on generous terms, 
the debt poor countries already 
owe Western governments. 
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Thanks in large part to the 
efforts of Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke - which go a long way 
to compensate for his cutting 
the overseas development ad- 
ministration's budget - a debt 
relief initiative was agreed at 
last October's annual meeting 
of the World Bank and In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. It 
is a modest initiative, which will 
provide only a slow trickle of re- 
lief for a couple of dozen poor 
nations in terms of the amount 
of interest they must pay to gov- 
ernments in the north. 

Even so, getting the neces- 
sary international agreement 
has been painfully difficult 
Asking for more generous debt 
relief is almost as idealistic as 
asking for more aid 

Yet writing off past debts 
would above anything else, 
help some of the world’s poor- 
est countries stand on their own 
feet. These huge debts were 
shovelled on to them by the rich 
countries in the past - as will- 
ing to lend as the recipients 
were to borrow. Paying the in- 
terest on these accumulated 
debts has been a crippling bur- 
den with far-reaching effects, 


including the disastrous focus 
of many countries on growing 
cash crops for export rather 
than growing food and follow- 
ing the proven development 
path of industrialisation. 

A bigger debt write-off would 
not even cost very much. The 
package agreed last October 
amounted to £3.6bn. That is lit- 
tle more than the likely error in 
the Treasury's forecast of this 
year's public sector borrowing 
requirement, and only about 
twice the UK's 1995 aid budget 

In a real sense, Britain could 
have afforded to finance the 
whole debt relief initiative by 
itself. The moves so for have 
been mainly symbolic and the 
rich countries should do much 
more. It would cost them little, 
but those small amounts would 
constitute a huge increase in 
the amount available for south- 
ern governments to spend on 
their own health and education 
programmes. It would wipe 
the slate dean for the world's 
poorest countries to have a 
fresh go at developing them- 
selves rather than having to 
take the OECD's advice dong 
with its aid dollars. 


To the Office of National Sta- 
tistics (ONS) In London's . 
Pimlico, to witness Chancellor 
Ken Clarke unveiling a plaque 


of its spanking new offices. 

Until recently the ONS has 
been sharing space in the 
Treasury, which is becoming 

asraiKre^^ishmenL 
As our Ken undrapes the 
plaque, which sits on a sand 
m the plush new atrium, he 
muses: “Some of the best 
news I got about the Treasury 
building recently was that it 
was on fire. The worst news 
was that the fire brigade was 
putting it out" 

This seems a trifle unfair, 
since it was the Government's 
own austerity drive which led 
to the Treasury’s dilapidation 
in the first place. 

Our Ken cannot resist a 
farther crack. Seeing that the 
plaque is sitting on a tempo- 
rary stand, he says: “I sup- 
pose you're going to hang this 
plaque in the Gents.” 
Unabashed, up steps the 
Treasury's economics head 
prefect, Angela Knight, to 
press the button on an elec- 
tronic scoreboard which 
flashes up the ONS's latest 
statistics. “Perhaps this will go 
in the Ladies.” she adds. 

Reuters, the global informa- 
tion group, has appointed Sir 
John Craven, chairman of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
as a non-executive director. 

This is quite a coup for 
Reuters, as Sir John has very 
few interests outside DMG. 
Sir John is at pains to point 
out that the appointment 
does not presage any link-up 
between Reuters and 
Deutsche. “It's simply that 
Reuters were seeking to ex- 
pand their board a bit,” says 
Sir John. Tm not replacing 
anyone. Tm a net addition." 

Sir John also indicates he 
has a slightly less hectic 
timetable than of old, since 
he retired from Deutsche 
Bank's Vorstand, of manage- 
ment board, a year ago. Since 
then he has been travelling 
the globe developing DMG's 
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Angela Knight: Putting a 
word in for the Ladies 

international diem base. 

A Reuters spokesman adds 
that Sir John's City and in- 
ternational experience will be 
invaluable in helping to ex- 
pand Reuters' coverage of the 
equity and fixed-income mar- 
kets. 

Sun life of Canada has sent 
me a letter informing me of 
its “enhanced payouts for its 
25-year endowment polities". 

The insurer writes: “How- 
ever, in line with other life 
companies, the 20 -year pay- 
out has deceased [sic] reflect- 
ing lower investment returns 
over the last 20 years." 

Blimey. Just how low do 
returns have to be to kill off a 
payout? May it rest in peace. 

Once upon a time there was a 
hugely rich group of Swiss 
gnomes called Credit Suisse, 
and a Wall Street investment 


bank called First Boston. 

They formed an investment 
bank subsidiary called Credit 
Suisse First Boston, headed 
by Dr David Mulford. 

Dr Mulford has played a 
big part in successive US ad- 
ministrations as a senior Trea- 
sury adviser, negotiating yen' 
dollar agreements with Japan 
and financial assistance to 
Russia. Truly a grand frontage 
of international capitalism. 

A few years ago the First 
Boston bit faded badly and it 
was renamed CS First Boston 
but still described as “an 
American investment bank . 

This year Credit Suisse de- 
cided to take closer control. It 
dumped its corporate banking 
arm on to it. renamed it aga in 
- back to Credit Suisse First 
Boston and restyled U - as “a 
Swiss bank”. 

And yesterday, with much 
fanfare, CSFB announced its 
new chairman - Dr David 
Mulford, distinguished advis- 
er to the US Treasuiy etc. 
Perhaps the bankeis shouid 
leave these tiresome rebrand- 
ing exercises to Richard 
Branson. 

Buchler Phillips, the insol- 
vency firm which wound up 
Robert Maxwell's private 
estate (or what was left of it), 
has hit on a wizard wheeze to 
attract fellow receivers to a 
seminar in Hong Kong. The 
conference for accountants, 
lawyers and bankers will be 
held the day before the Hong 
Kong Sevens tournament 
starts, on Friday 21 March. 

This rugby tournament is 
widely thought of as one of 
the most enjoyable of all 
sports occasions, involving 
superb sports facilities and 
copions quantities of alcohol. 

Two days later, senior part- 
ner Peter’Phillips has to flv to 
New Orleans for the Insol' 
conference, the periodic 
global gathering of insolvency 
specialists. It’s dirty work, but 
someone's got lo do it. 

John Willcock 
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Richards orders One for the road 


Racing • 

GREG WOOD 

Irrespective of whether or not 
you backed Mm, one of the most 
distressing sights of 1996 was 
surely that of One Man, the 
Gold Cup favourite, cl amb ering 
drunkenly over the second last 
and slowing to an exhausted 
walk. The vigour with which he 
had cantered towards the lead- 
ers just seconds earlier disap- 
peared so rapidly that few who 
were there - and least of all 
Gordon Richards, his trainer - 
would care to witness a repeat. 

So it is that Richards’s deci- 
sion to remove One Man from 
the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase at yesterday’s forfeit 
stage, leaving the Gold Cup as 
his only Festival engagement, 
wfll be seen by some as a posi- 


tive sign. Surely, the reasoning 
goes, a trainer of his experience 
would not go to the Festival un- 
less he was certain that One 
Man is at last ready to do him- 
self justice around Cheltenham 
in March. In practice, of course, 
even the man who knows the 
horse better than anyone can- 
not know what enters his grey 
bead when faced by three and 
a quarter miles around Prest- 
bury Park, and the decision to 
run is another victory for hope 
over expectation. 

The Champion Chase 
seemed a realistic alternative for 
One Mian until bis reoent defeat 
fay Strong Promise in the Comet 
Chase at Ascol The growing 
suspicion must now be that 
Richards has the dubious good 
fortune to train the best two 
an d- three-quart er miler over 
fences, with neither the speed 


for the Champion Chase nor the 
stamina for the Gold Cup, and 
his odds for the latter event, un- 
changed at around 9-1. are a 


of both punters and bookies. - 
“I’ve not declared him for the 
Champion, which saves us 
£500,” Richards said yester- 
day. “I think bell probably run 
in the Gold Cup, as I think he 
will have a better chance in that 


race. He's aO right after Ascot 
and it was my fault that he was 
below form there, as I ran him 
too quickly. He was very flat and 
showed no sparkle.” 
Wincanton's EngweD Hurdle 
card this afternoon offers a re- 
minder that One Man is not the 
only resident of Greystoke with 
a chance of lifting steeplechas- 
mg’s greatest prize. Unguided 
Missile, who has been quietly 


supported for the race in recent 
weeks, lines up for the Jim 
Ford Chase, a fascinating event 
which requires him to give 61b 
to a field which indudes Goctme 
Hill himself a veiy serious 
Gold Cup candidate, and Maa- 
mur, whose aspirations are 
more directed towards the 
Grand National at Ain tree. 

Unguided Missile will be 
Ric ha rds' first runner at the west 


Dettori gives evidence at inquiry 


The inquiry into the strike by 21 
jockeys which forced the aban- 
donment of racing at Haydock 
on 16 October should reach a 
conclusion this afternoon, after 
hearing almost two days of ev- 
idence from the riders and of- 
ficials involved. 

Lanfranco Dettori, ’Walter 


Swinbum and W3fie Ryan were 
among 1 1 jockeys to appear at 
Portman Square yesterday, 
while Paul Barton and William 
Nunneriey, the stewards' sec- 
retaries at Haydock, also gave 
their side of the store. If found 
gtnhy of a breach of the Roles 
of Racing, the riders involved 


could face fines or suspension. 

The Jockey Qnb has advised 
riders involved that while the 
hearing continues none of them 
should offer any comments on 
its progress. Michael Caulfield, 
the Jockeys Association secre- 
tary, said: *Tm" involved in the 
inquiry and can't say a thing.” 


country track in 33 years with 
a licence. “1 rode there," he said, 
“but it was about 50 years ago, 
just after the W&r. and I can't 
remember iflhad any winners." 
It wQl be a long return trip in- 
deed if Unguided Missile leaves 
empty-handed, but his stamina 
is distinctly suspect beyond 
three miles, and ft is very diffi- 
cult to see him conceding the 
weight to Coome H31 (235). 

If recem statistics can be be- 
lieved, meanwhile, victory is 
the last thin/? that anyone with 
championship ambitions should 
be hoping for. In the last 
decade, not a single Jim Ford 
winner has even made the 
frame in the Gold Cup. 

A rather better guide to Fes- 
tival prospects in recent years 
has been the Kingwell Hurdle, 
which has been won by two sub- 
sequent Champion Hurdle win- 





205 bufian Jockey 
235 Coome HO 
3J05 BLAST FREEZE (nap) 
335 Harvest View (nto) 


HYPERION 

405 Give And Take 
435 1 Recall 
505 Noisy Maner 


COINft; Good. ■ RJghl-htad. gaAoprag roarer. &»4n of 200yd. 

J Uxrafr b nwft i aw <K lora on B308I. Teropkcoaibc sadon [service from London. Wk- 
leriooj 4m. ADMISSION: HantxssU-J junior Members. J 7 lo 22 vwt®, S7); Tarrm»to 
SB; Crime ( and cars lo course) S-L (UndeMGs fine bio aD mdaramO- CAKFAXL- ftve. 


LSADING ‘FKAINKKS WITH KDNNEBS: 11 C Pipe -‘38 etanen bn 138 nmoets Che 
a raceessnSo of 88. 1 Hand a pnA hi a SI level sake oTSI7.7L P V fBcheib - 21wto- 
nan, lMnnmm, IM*. -623.40: ? J Botrin - 19 irinaere, 117 ninnere. 168%. -J1IU8: 
, MrelPteaan - H.wh mera.08runriera.23J<H. +14338. 

UBAOING JOCKEYS! B Dnnwoody - 30 winners, 129 rtfcs, 203H. -684.57; J Osborne 
- 1 B "tanas, 08 nmma, 33. 1H, +£4.40; a P McCoy - 1 3 wtanere, 72 rides, 1 8. 1%, 42&09; 
C Maude - 9 "toners, 60 ride*. IS.0%, J34JJ4. 

BUNKEKKD FIRST TOQS; Five To Seven (Mg), Smfl [4.351, M*C*«nrytiarie (5-06). 
WINNERS W THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None- LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEBS: Ongnld- 
ed Bab (Mg) has been sent 297 mBea fay C Retards from fljjHBje rw^. 


l yais i GEORGE NEWALL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
added 2m 

1 31212P SCOTTISH BAUM (35) [D| (WteriJ Rely) PYtexrP 120 

2 G11-FP2 NTERTlt FCH 114) (Mrs Robert KadOum) N IMe ID 11? 

3 12B13U- HOLD TOUR RMKS R93) (MmC Lore) H Fro® 10U2 

4 «W Vf> HR BOOHUr (22)0*5 Wart Starts RNrer7 112 

5 M.-P22P nans FREE (U) (Weeks, sane. lrtMc»w)Cf*|rt«7U2 TO 

6 212315- SHMKAR {32S} (ImnaBortf npuod Ft) DNchotaofl6112 

7 W-F SVWMUIU|(iqiS&tt0W)jaShu9112 Meted 


.TDaaaantoffl 


8 113051 MDWllQCKHYponn($U3RUMnOlMnpe51013 HUT - li 

-Bdadned- 

BEIIMC: B-4 hate Jockey, 9-4 Shaoiv, 7-1 Rote Prtda. 8-1 ScottUBMii, 10-1 AOarlba lea, 
lfrl Hold Yo» Rakkt, 25-1 nHiaia 

I JM FORD CHAUBKE CUP CHASE (CLASS Q £1(500 6^ 

added 3m If LLOyds 

1 123-122 EM6UDmM8SS£(33) (p) OT(PEHanficrjGRicfianfc911ft RDnoniy 

2 1221-04 MiraRUlCK|U]niBJOstiMPk«12112 i CFSwo 

3 dSZOd B0LSHEBWB0H(lS)(MHUksBi))UYtMm8U2 It M (Writ 

i 2AUE3-1 OHRYNUT (99) (Hunt A CD (BouTHnouin Lid) P Nlcnols 8 11 2 IITImim 

5 12-lllf COOSC HKJ.(19) (CO) (BF) ttteJi DemW WDen* 8 11 2. JOUxwm 

6 1U HrtNAKHAM p8)fCC5(BF)lMBcrea)n)RHod^s8U2 ■’ ■ .BPwwB 

T 2l2r3S2 KMMWB?u9JUEBH*riBHriioiHinftll2 Mtapke 

8 1411211- UAAMUR (USA) C34E) ()^ (M<S A L Wood) C^nTFoRfflr 9112 AThanim 

-Stedand- 

KTIi^ 5-4 CownelM. 74 UapiUeiUBwAa, 4-1 IlainBr, 7-1 Kaa.fr! OienyaK. 14-1 A«Rr 
Lock, 16-lothere 

FORMGUDE 

COOME Him, a Henrtmy wtwwrwho gw unpenriteed. gam 6a from mpjfcfcd Ml aa Uu . 
INS ground a expected to hove the necassaqr (SB to enable Ooomo mi to deiiw ids best 
atef Ns second fence tala SondoeaStlt on coasefcriheGwdCia). Coome HD remains 
a uacWng prospect -ard Ife has two courea wins Id Mb name. The mere presence of Un- 
fjjnted Missile at far away from Ks Gmystoke tout wf a (rur. 

Coome Hill wfl hare to wonder mat chance a^iki inrttw Gorton MStaas’ Twsa a> 
mn. UngDded Missito does Iwe his tfaairi, but Die form kiea flvpugh CoufcW Be Bear 
OailoO off when putted up in the teawsy) say Coome m tt the belter noma Meanew pro- 
passed enouffi laa season to beet Unguafed Mlntte In the taa Chib ait CHeRenhanwanl a 
now 41) worse in lor mat se«r-iengtfi wn. Maemur Has no record of wkmfaie when fresh 
and the geWtng would dearly lomc the pound softer. S e l ectio n : COOME HLl 


RESULTS 


K. X PKE & SONS KINGWELL HURDLE (CLASS A) 17*23 
L™rJ (Grade ZJ £25fl00 added 2m IVT 

1 630006 DREAMS 0® (39) (CD) (T G Pncsj P Bowen 9 11 10 RDUMOOdy 

2 161-300 ZMMnrfMiqnaalyH^naMirfcnnSllin. ' _ - tlhfffa 

3 140-312 AHBIESB3E {19} p) m (B M Yirg Ms S MStans 6 U 2 tlTWinm 

4 4 RQ8BI (USI) (t9) ItMl HtMtii de MbUai4 C BnolG 6 11 2 Bfradky 

5 113-353 GROUND HUT (IS) (CO) f**» H L Ha*»5) R Buttr 7 U 2 BPtne* 

6 1011-13 POIENDOr PSA) (6ffl (D)(») ^in Weeftti) M Ape 8 13 2 APMbCD* 

7 50322-0 ROMANCER An JBn»ctiua)N TntHDoOaueiG 112— CLkmefernB 

8 vm#* BUST FREEZE (2Q (D) (Penxr Hsa-TRMinmo N Hendamon 8 10 11 IRKaauM 

9. 31311? JUSIlim£pe)(PJ(SeBKMBOTa«AtyBMi\(m51Dn CFShm 

-Sdadaed- 

BETIMe: M Just Utfc, M Mmeer. 5i ZMwfl, ft-lPoteMaia. 7J, Gnml Hot frl Bkal Rwaa; 
Aadfeaid* 12-1 comb . 

1 FORM GUIDE 

them epnttt be some real po» on twre wfdi ROMAlKER. Qmuod Mat wd Potentate 
el Dane to Melt on. TDe race wS be sat up tor the Hoe tf Zakml and Mtti ranter Just Ul- 
Ua. It b not sure Owy are up ®tfie ta*k agatisttheir aider rivals. Romancer ran In 
the lop handicap won by Mate A Stand at Newtxay and, ator^ otiji Tafcofl, faced a stan 
tan at the Romanear was bypaand by oabte p&aj (feriLtawe^n itaan end Ms 

feoks a more sutaote raw tor the sefefet who «tod the Roe Handicap Hunlte at Chepstow 
last year. Jiai Linta has a reel chance at die wights and akeatty eucctssful on then ahoras. 
To teal Mrm-taj-And at Cheterham should not be overestimated, but the feilowngday at 
Ptestbuy ste ms Bang He a tram to M two out whet m wth a shout of tapping 
Space Trucker. Unacad since that unlucky effort in November, Just Little is going to take 
the beating pmMed she has traveted owwel enoupi. Zabadl has Moe tooted e Mt spa- 
oU M Kiniina h loom to fmMwdth an lb panrifr on vta nab. He haaattie chance 
at the mights at Newbury laa ome tut ha twa beatan Uoihande this term and the sharp- 
er course at /Vntjoe Ba year erwfcfed Twn to reverse Trwnph Vtadfe form Doth Mst- 

lh0iett and stabfemata Hatta Breen. Wncarton Is the ama to Ote a look at Ground Nut. 
■He la tast and k an interesting mepen at decent odids meeting Dream Bid on Sib bet- 
ter twi^s compared couree amntig m November. Martin Ape* Potentate Is (MBaA 

to assess *itWstoae» after htsnow* and handicap vans, thougi he can easiy bo fwv 
Oed to rewoe UngfteW form ntthAmbteskfo on s stone teQsr tern*. Sctocflon: ROMANCER 

ro-ocl LAD6ROKE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £MfiOQ 

added 2m 5f MXi 

1 2F-2222 FIVE TO SEVBI (US*) p2) (D) (BF) (TW) f\s Tire) P Ifchoto 8 11 10 RDmoatfyB 

2 2565- 3D THECAUBOFMAN (ID) (MvJIUMiiSoith) PMHoathB 110 IRRawqg) 

3 161203- Q*CTJOSS , Hp5Dy(reanian)N'te!tDn-Cteesl01D9 CUMMfrn 

4 135 1M HARVESrVEWfti) (DrPPBHJMti C Blttte 7 10 7 CBradtoy 

5 2FP-244 lUESmO MUl(2q W IH T P»MW J Qfbsl 11 JO 3 LAapsfl(3) 

6 LP-52P0 senwas pMmftAnramvnmi on-arei mini i , mireiiiii 

•7 423443 OUMGLRSSniE{l^MsSrtdBlttMhng|on)[>BUdEll3100 suylrete(3) 

> -7dedBad- 

Mbanua aetfic lteL The handtaep wtf«: Sunil 9st 13b. <3omi Pas*ue Ba 3b. 

BEUW& 7-4 Hn TO Seres, 94 RkvbB Man, E-lCOfef Joseph. 7-1 MaeitR) tent, 12-1 UwC»- 
rot M—. gcotoal ifrl Cf— el Pmttns 

. FORM GtBDE 

Harvest view looks a strong tawaafte here after a winning chassig debut 9cm Gufnda a 
Unmater 12 dap egx That was afeo the mare's firat ren of. the season, so she Is going to 
De efiffictet tb teot over thk similar top agsmstmainiy expoBSd ijandtcoppere. There s, how- 
ever, the case cd Five To Seven running in bUnkas tc» the fust time afffii totc sound tj- 
forta e^inst Iflrtently nested mate wch as tterytoutfr andZIartM Spa®, aid CIS JOSBW 
haring winning form vitien {gang fresh. Sban^tir enou0i, CWet Joseph ts b mare, and pos- 
Hfoly at decent wkia U the fround stqs on the fast side. Norman WAamaon on Sooted a 
tntereetJn& though the geUng hes ftwed twice smee a good run agams DutaAmr lodge 
at Tauntnn. The Carrot Mew wants the pound to stay feat. Out M ai a t io Pul wouM pre- 
ter the ®wnd a lot softer. — - -- - g aia ot fo n. CHEF JOSEPH- 

4 ^jJERE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E)^000«dded to stbkak 

1 ARrencpiAR ffootnteanH RNner 5 11 L— JPowii 

2 0M6 8OQZrBOBEW[14)(3oitoiU0NBainon6115 — — Buyl«fc(3) 

3 6M D0MnMB[7)(P9a(te)Rlt(tos7115 T DonawSw f3) 

4 QBA«(USA)(LPSpa)RffSufran5115 M B tete tfim (7) 


EMW« B traa»TsnnBnONItendgM)7135 

03 FSkBBt MBT (77) (PAS Law taoiSHI RHimon 5 11 5^ 

H^BIC RMIXME IMrg SeusO N HGnderaon 5 11 5 

0 14NERMW (7)EG F&kOOSIG EdMRts8U 5 1 

P H00RDU113U7)lfranSmdRFitst6115 

130 PRCtrOlYTE 077) (R B HoU G Johnson Hougeoo G 11 5 

THE HM1Q PtUNTCU (P H Bets ?y*'S5’i; Ud3 M 6 13 a , 

2 HBJtMABSBW(7]nsm»RimsEi«imlKBbtiip5U5 

6- ZEWC [34S) ©dan Bmckporfl P Mate 5 11 5 


'.VSSS IHYPERION’SI 

=== 


14 062-00 UXMMKEll<70}ESl4mtenClfoitak5110. 


jCUnwAn 

15 SPREAD 1HE WORD fl*s Ram W0Af) L G CnOM 5 11 0 DSBHrR 

1£ C8AMXM BOULEVARD M S MOttt) Mn J Mib) 4 10 9 lDMorM 

17 3 tBWE*M)TAItE(7)(Neem.Me«riari«idU(*aniMf1»J 10 9~ A P McCoy 

18 3 KBMESCASH (7) (D R kmes) P Boren 4 10 9 AUafrte 

-Udectared- . 

BETTING: 6-J Dm Rytof Ptantant, 3-1 FMiy KdVt, 9-2 tedredBumt, 5-1 Ore And Mn, 7-1 WM- 
ton Are —M . UH Raeltoa FOetaSaa, 0-1 otM« 

14-351 fLCfffiSTER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^00 added 

| a-^y«iW| 2m 

1 405401 NAEftUUESlAR (OSA) (13) (D) (Hotel Uanat R Mdn B 11 10 ATtendonV 

2 1QTO- nSSISAT (USA) CMS) (D) Ochn KrS'd J Arty 3 U 6 ClfoM 

3 0-21082 DOWUBESSRACMIHt pQ) (DflAGFeopH 113 ^HDaomotty 

4 QO231-0 UJCAYAh CAT (14) (CD) Uoe CtxB Pwtnerchp) Me A BoMbr 6 11 2 BPOMl 

5 2PO-PO EBBAXT (USA) (82) (Pw Dcr Tie Bndfr tatnerenpl M Hesw-SM 6 11 1— H Btfreds 

6 104-006 NEVBI SO BLUE (12) IPt (P J Bradqf) P Bradey 6 11 1 SopMa WtchaR (5) 

7 2-P5336 DAIY SPORT GBL(U9(D)(BJUBMlpOBUBHalm 8 1013 JdrJLUaMaRfB 

8 50-22P4 ELGRANOO(8)(MD6nnm AQm9Bm-BRMi71Cll KYnbresoe 

9 121224 fmYSWmiZTimiCRtfoeOMBGsyMBavAlOll AKifrke 

10 FW64-F UIAUBHT (93) tR G f rod) R Fra S 10 ID I tact 

11 asSOd-f RWEW9KPIBftteAEBNet)Cftdm91D10 — -STbimw 

12 PraM>S MSJAIHEtrara(USIQ|211)(D)0CSnfNCSreh91DB Jf Rangur 

13 2P311A OAUYS EHSMNUB. (703) (T E FtaW3 B Pteflcft 10 ID 6 PitadayR 

14 0004 •! RBMIL (1^ [Ms 5 A Copfettonel P Heymd 6 10 6 BFretoa 

15 OV-30UO SAAH (fo3) (A Wiib) R Bate 6 10 3 T Dascorba (3) 8 

IB 2DUV-P2 CtASSKSPAL(USA) t27)WPCTO)r)NM™ct«#6l0 2 DSfoona 

17 054P65 WHXDB-(80)(Msl/WJkradRBBler51D0 V surety 

18 860 MGM0OISM(DuMBfinSas!)ASnt)4100 NUMlBareantS 

19 4 MW COfiCMfflY (USA) (20) (B Scnwr) B Scnen 6 10 0 IkAttoldnortt 

20 24-0000 TIE (2^ (»®r Horts PBmeahp) J Tudi 5 IQ 0 R D Bteny 

-20 dadared - I 

BEnUtft 5-1 DontilmiiNeilmiii. 6-1 RadivBt Star. 8-1 ) Recte. 10-1 Ate^e Happy, QaaMc N. | 
DaRy Sport AM. 12-1 rtbas 

fc reel GOLF COURSE STANDARD NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£L500 added 2m 

1 ACT M THE (Ms G C kfcferad T Geng: 5 11 4 CH)OM(7) 

2 2 ARRANGE p43)(UsnBaeheks)jBatoidcr5 11 4 Mr 5 to** (7) 

3 CAIHAyflWimABb8»l«hHbl*K)»*JP»nw5114 MrGDBlaat(7) 

4 CHAHUEP«»(Md«rAppM>>BQir>s5114 JMMAfaMy 

5. rascor(GFBee2fo)9WTunar5114 IFMr(7) 

6 GBWAUiaUNEy[DJCBrtDCso5114 MrAPhVp* 

7 fiOMIANMsHKr««lteHlteft5114 PHmfcy{9) 

8 - MAt7SMYUNCt£6>ADte}RFn]tt6U4 HrAHoUMwthB 

B IMMWRMIEMMMGE<W(MAny(0BB«sth6114 MrNMane(7) 


dpola WtchsA (5) 
-JkJLUm^a 


most 

GTOonsy 

JfRreerr 

PM* (3) 

BFMM 

JTDascenta(98 

DSfoaia 

VSWtoy 

■ctedtareaetS 


U SAUC(MB[>Rtm0wa)NHarte5114 0Btna*s(5) 

12 70MDMIIOM)(UuiBfrnoNL5nook5114 JfeWBmffl 

13 - TBOXORDS (W E Catoiq) G Han 5 11 4 — — Clcrewy 

14 WtD WdWE Hm 4 Co (BounemniBi) LH P rWrak 5 11 4 LCnnmins(7) 

15 3 .are QUEST (86) CknMBedertPH0bte43O8_-_ terete (I) 

18 (MOEIBAU. (Ms S Tartan) M TtkaonUMB 4 10 8 LSMterr (7] 

17 SPRUCE LODGE (WsWlaiTEUjJKmg 4 108 SopHt MRetal (S) 

18 (OGBASEWQIF(K9dlop)KBthc|i4 103 9 Supple U) 

— 15 (todsed — 

BEnift 3-1 teky liner, 4-1 Amaga, Radutbol, frl CMiuy, frl JWIs »mt. JO-l DM Mdhe, 
14-1 Oonnao, 18-1 ottret 


WINCANTON 

LBS: Shankar won first lime out 
last season, but INDIAN JOCK- 
EY should make his fitness pay. 

txo 

235: Unguided Missile has a stiff 
task conceding weight to this 
field. Kadi is the dark horse here 
and would be fomudable if slay- 
ing this distance, but COOME 
Un i, looks best He jumped su- 
perbly around this track before 
winning the Hennessy Gold Cup. 

CEO 

KI& Ground Nut is reported to 
be in excellent fettle and will en- 
sure a strong pace. That though 
should set up the race nicely for 
BIAST FREEZE, a mare who was 
travelling very well when falling 
at Doncaster last time. She is be- 
ing aimed at the Coral Cup at 

Chelte nham. 

CCD 

3J5: Five Tb Seven has been 
runner-up four limes already this 
season and looks set for the same 
berth again. HARVEST VIEW 
impressed when winning at Ih- 
tocceier and should lake this. 

HUNTINGDON 
150: SULAWESI shaped well at 
Kempton on her hurdles debut 
before disappointing at Wirwick 
last time. She is back on a right- 
handed trade today and may re- 
turn to form. Kings Witness 
jumped poorly at Folkestone but 
that was a better contest than this. 

□QO 

3.2ft Fine Harvest did not jump 
loo weflwbra the pressure wus on 
last time, and the David Nkbol- 
son-trained RANDOM ASSAULT 
can take advantage. 


FOLKESTONE 

2JXk 1. MUSEUte (X AotUlD frl; 2. Db- 
solve 9-1; S. Tteha*i 11-1. 12 ran. 3-lfiw 
Theme Arena (dth). IX 7«- (P VWntawm. 
Ounstatd), Tote: £9.70; £3.10, 0.90, 
14.70. OF: £30.40. CSF: £SL04, Tncast 
£757.68. Tna £214.40. 

140: X RARE SPREAD (A P McCDtf 9-4 
Ur. 2. Scoipion Sfey 1B-X 3- Sprig Muflfln 
14 ran. 16, X (M Pipe. Wtftngtonl. 
Tote: £3.40: £X50. £12.40. £X90. DP. 
£10230. CSF: £44.05. Trio: £18.80. NRk 
R osteen Bridge A Vancouver Lad. 

3JL0: X BUCXLAND LAD fB Fenton) 
15-8 f 9f. 2. Fomvlck 13-2: 3. Ratal Ron- 
nor 4-X 7 ran. 1 

bndfirt. Tote: £2-30: £X20. £4.10. OP 

£7.00. CSF: £12 i®. , 

340: X MLLMG TRUE ID J BliCheB 14-X 
Z PoiWan 16 -Xfr ftedowWtander M- 
13 ran. 9-4 to Sow- y..a {D EfortwLEWw 
Vote). Tote: £15.70: 13.90, £12.00. £X8a 
PF: £250.80. 'CSF: £224.00. Trlcast 
£X 590.76. Tno: £505.10. NR* ArmateFS 

^O^Ocl/miFAST LAD ^1r P Hadinff 11-10 
tav. Z Suds of aoM 12-X 8. Ktog Htgb 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Skr Dante 
(Huntingdon 130) 

KB: Ground Nut 
(Wincanton 3 j05) 

«. i in on. 2 Vs. 8. 64 Roberts, Hteshom). 

^ aw cxia ajftfijwp. dp 

£20.00. CSP£1537. Tok £ 243-40. 

4.40: X AAlUAADONrjDtodBJWAdB-X 
2. AIim) Soil ■ 3-1: 3. RoHe^* Pal 20-1. 8 

«n; pool Of 

SSSlSSSSSSreMa 

PI»Mft I E55503. Piece 5: £67.65. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
2,00c X M7STCRWM (T GJ AOargiW 

s'arsEL'srssw 1 !' 

fKli.50. £6.80. DF: £3730. C Sf: 


HYPERION 

150 Seabrook Lad 350 Sweet Mount 

120 Knockaverry 425 Mandys Mantino 

250 Stdawesi 455 Sherriffrrair 

320 Random Assault 

GOING: Good (Good to Soft setcha). 

■ Blgtartend, Wei coiuse. Bun-to SOQyds. 

■ Htctcourae Is at Junction of AJ - end A604. Hmstogdon tallway station (service from 
London. King's Ckoss) la one mOe imy. A D MI SSION: Memterell£ TMteraaDaSS; 
Course «. NcwTMlereaBa bcfflUee in use. CAR PARK: Free. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS; J Gifford — 18 winners bum 74 ruraiers 
gives s success nuio of 21-6% and A knew a 11 fevdsukeori 0 . 18 :Dradwtaoa — 
12 Winners, 6il rnimers, 23.1**, +120IT2; FMnrpigr — 12 wtanro, 98 nmnres, 122%, 
iSJ RJ56; T Forster — U winners, 66 name®, 3&2M, S2A&>. 

■ LEADING JOCKEVSc A Magnirc — 20 ■tanas, 107 rides, 18.7N. -A16J7; P Hide 
— J 7 wtnnem. 68 rUea, 27M, +132.67: R Dnnwoody — J 6 winners; 96 rides, J fl.fW, 
-42860; N Wfnfaunaan — 13 wtrevna, 67 rides. 21L8H, -4SLZ7. 

HUNKERED FIRST Ta ffl: (UL3 0). 

'WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DKEANCE VOWEBBt AmliBwenidao (350) hss been am 306 mSesbyTHInd 
from IffBton, Preen; Panto's Boy (4 J5T sera 203 m9ea TqrPBMMtt Own Oskford, Devon. 

I f enj UNIQUE CONSUUANTS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3500 added 2Sn 4f UDyds 

1 F20 TOBTHROVBt Cl® (ASSwneO) DNchCteWl < 11 10 RJefena 

2 row HMWtrHir^)mwQeen)NWMer5U10 JUmwos 

3 OOO MUSIC ClASS pa) 6U® P BsOuy) C Brocto B 11 8 D tetefter 

4 01-0030 S«nUfIE(29)£P«a-RltfWBRoae6U7 DDStdfras 

6 0300F OUDESBWtU)PPRasU9HTwKlo4Dwn6115 TJrete 

6 35044P OORBARBOWpe) W!PrnwreilHteon)ltePS^5114 NBreran 

7 5634) FORERJUL n Won-Step RoonuE A Mariete^ J Spsadng 5 11 3 DUfrte 

8 004) FgH> HW3 f.-y (LG?/ Ardw» Tisrel 6 11 2 Ltewey 

9 005-4H) SEABBOOK LAD (22) Sahooktenem MVWanKin 8112 Wlfenta 

10 PTO 332 LAW WO! SHSflfffZO) [MB U tofd-lhomBe Cap T FaSW 7 11 1 S 

U 300 TOOD{USA)p3)(AHHav»(1AKa«y6110 — : lAMCQntky 

12 P32005 etPtBHTpq) BID F Haene BatreeWM J Jafons 5 1013 PCsAsnyB 

13 335340 FOSnWO(WJO.G®ert)M8SCCsiOB6l09 Dl«*)r 

14 0QP34O Bn0MMJWWD(37)CWC00|)mM»AEll«MCDSBlD4 Ktate 

15 F464 CONE ON Bf (10) (test Pa* Owvers &CU)) R Dtfan 4 10 2 XAtenm(7) 

16 03M30 KWBAUlMlTOWWFalfrrtltUfrgvwaiDO MrOHeFWRGl 

17 5-5006 SryigwgtSWfftotolB ^ iBlOO fleyUw 

«Mnun wren: 10a hue fnntesp eetpc Nntetou 9a 21A Saiy te lUfi. 

£nre uSTofry awre, WltakteiUateH frl Rmt m. Cades Uj, 1M La* 
HgbSterffT; 12-loibcn 
1996: No arnastxning meetirg 

|' 0 HORSELEYFEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS q £4/175 added 

1 UR34P6 VBQIMNtRIUlillORCT WWsH MjtePte^RRMelOlllO 

5 3B4W> BNtti«(ia5aaVtoe»rt^Oft^ ull7 -r: H/ES 

3 3321FP6 CffllC BABLE (97) <Clfl ffte tare Hodgg HHodfr J3114 SMetfel 


-JCAtzpm(7) 

rOHcPtetm 


4 F12-OP0 WOCluarBBri! C22)WIM«W Mom* MV««™n Bill WMwtn 

5 42RWP MKHIT FROUC P9) (D)(MBUfeeEI%v4 Mss SBtaodE 101013 PHkfe 

6 4-2MQP SOU 6BCI (7) PA (A A Nr® A Jones 8 1012 SCmm 

7 0563-F9 COOL RUJfrBt £13) (Getad Node Mm Sissr Mock 7 10 10 DarekByma 

8 F- 32004 IUmSM(31)UKai«UsSSniin9109 HttenlGaetf 

9 3PPX12 TMSUtDER (FR) (20} Own Daiti M Swndaifji 10 ID 7 BSereiB 

10 I22ff-PF SIEMJLAD (29) WsTJ l**nesSmnert MBTSfcW»s9i»r8r9 104 DRettO) 

11 013-122 &StmmBP9)tBOSterBta&pmtteATRrenlllD4 Stone 

12 33L1PFP GMFFMS BAR (38) 5 Mb PS^r 9 10 3 ICdMyB 

-12dadM4- 

BETIWft frlEsstaq Mute, 4-1 Tte SoUer, 5-lVtoem WMor, 7-1 SWpeto, frlSoio Gag. 10- 
1 Cod Rner, X2-1 otters 

lo ent BQUVnaLE HOUSE JUVENOE NOVICE HURDLE I 
Ir^YJ (CLASS C) £5fl00 added 4YD 2m UOyds \£36m 

1 G«AUUS8)SA}{Ssta)unR>chi0M3inoranlol2 R Tenant 

2 2 EXAUED (16)0*5 aneri Jertcj) W Jente ID 12 T Jacks 

3 P atUVB«(2i8(MQem)NnAerl012 ILwreocsB 

4 4 »(W8SVmT^(USA)(21)Ue«^HrafeJPrfcr«*1012 DBriqteWar 

5 OOP MAGE ROLE (IQ (M J FSpisay J JoMns-lO 12 P Cattery V 

6 * 344 PARROTS Ml (U) 0) IMaik Tempter* Bte) M TompUm 10 12 Rktedteett 

7 6 SttWEIW (19) (B«MMJtef>UdCMEr«neren0jQBiH 10 7 PMda 

0 SF SUAWia(U)(laAJosqityHl^^ Cttaoda 

-8 dadared - 

BETTWB: frl IQqpi Wtaest, 3-1 Bolted, frl Cattate, frl Mend, frl ParaaTi HE, 10-1 Sfr 
wsfla,2Sl octet 

FMM 8UDE 

If the pound turn softer, k Is trad to ludff wtwh. V any. of me runnare wexid perform. 
wteB theme also no cenoirny of a srortg pace being set estates raced only tour times 
feet season ate wstavenearty to peal in si4ser*»m races niter gptDng loose andtoeWng 
before las second mtendad race. But he is a MS, lenguysortrrtro mg tned owr two miles 
on las Aral start tn Aupist and has teen gefoed tor jumping. A halt-brother to tour wlnnere. 
he eouM te much better at tfiB game, but if a probably better staying with the ones with 
experience anl the round-action. EXALTED free easy pound and he was In a fairly com- 
penttw race « V&rwic*i 16 days o#5 when secsxid to FitwtHam. ExaftedwiBhavenonou- 
Me wmning e race on mar mdenca and car protrabty Imprave, but Kings Witness was tned 
twice si Listed class on the Flat when trained by WHe Hageis end put m a premMng first 
nm over hunAeawhen fourth to Shadow Leader In a competlttw raca at ftitwsmne. He nsgr* 
be Ore one wth the best turn of fbar if the pace ts modest out further tan nu0« put him et 
a dbarfnmaea- fl ata ct lo n : EXALTED 

(O on I LONGWOOD FEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 

Z=ZJ £8000 added 2m UOyds 


but he cannot be ivied out, while Random Assault, could go weU If he refrains hum taking 
too etrang a tug. Fine Harvest ms e peat chance If the pound does not beat him ant has 
• already mm three urnes owr the course end dtaonca. Setocfion: EASTERN MAGIC 

1*3 Cfll PSX£YFe( MARES OMYMABEN HURDLE (CLASS R £2325 

L' a "°r J added 2m UQyds 

1 IM05 *NNEeum(2Q(MaBBeBhBtelH(Sl?n«n6115 RFacraat 

2 . 30338 MBRM(20)m(LGMtai«FMteyy6115 P Carter* 

3 P BNJ3rW0NDBi(2U(Mi£HHaiS>4MsEHeBCi5115 KGnkr 

4 Sh CAUHHBME (877) {pss H Dan) Mss H De^ 8 U 5 U Foster 

5 284 OBWM R0SS Cra (Mro R MtannsQ J Admg 7 11 5 MtsJ W»iraU(7) i 

6 5W DIMW©TME|raMHEAawi9CWTFl«sff6U5 SWjreM 

7 00 IIICRAIMPB« P3) [Eddo Ufrsson) kteaCCsroaS 11 5 DLer** 

8 0006 MBIISSSTlKK)R{l3)aAJMIOeMesavi)SM(9or6U5 Nlteno 

9 0600 M0UJESUaS(Z8)UKSCnne«jQaBB«l5115 NTEgan{7)V i 

10 IMF HRSBCmm«lZMeel)PfWiais5U5 RJotasae I 

11 25-123 MWAMRA (12) ; F) Oi P Bute Dewtopmerte IsnwA T D 8anon 5 11 5 D GsOa0Wf 


1 312243 

2 061-344 

3 1AMF12 

4 221401 

5 113X22 
0 2-11315 
.7 224624 


03) P*3 Btbjtart S McCoJt 11 12 0 KHnbmn[7) 

I ASSAUT (NQ (ra (D) (The Rtedom IcQ D Mchcten 8 12 0 RJdteoe 

BVBT m rn [tess A STW^-Pneso J Speenng 11 11 U TJMa*ry 

DfrfflSULpfl) 88 (C Miphrt P Nchofc 11 U 7 P eatery 


BEEALROMPairatWP^SWBSSmfi^MoSSmBhSllO. 

EKRBM HACK (J31 08 9*8 Owane Srowi) G Barren 9 10 6- 


ipraw Jtaw EH Wnaw Ms E Heath 9102- 


BETTtete 94 thw HarveaL 34 Eastern Mage, S-2 NeataadstemaL 64 fteictan AreadL 7-1 Ra- 
gsl Bobimk, 0-1 Ttaraba Up, 1*-1 UmaMlfca 

FORM GUIDE 

Most at these Hke to dotrsneta end haw als o sho wn a preference for good or fast pound, 
to ft is not an easy race to enafyae, but EASTBtN magic was m touen when Muttering 
te chance array a the nMh fence in Mister Oddy^ Nautury Handicap last ame and pre- 
ceded that with a decent Wn from Weaver Gaoqp and Monyman at Wathnty- He remains 
warned with every chance and a Mg danger has been remcned new that ftul NhMIs has 
declared Nai«ianas43eneral a doubtful runner. Tfaunte Up « aomemrig of a taung force. 


12 P our E lM(l@3 (jack Joseph).! Joseph B 11 5 witeretM 

13 RING FOR ROSE (T F F ftac) Cap T FcctW 6 11 5 ICsWy 

14 P BHOULDHAIKADNO CT [Phio Hasten) T ttnd B 11 5 DOSitear 

15 00 SBPTOaoratHaD(raUSartrtBft*wa5ll5 ASSott 

16 0 SUCXAUCE (31) (US M She* Sparing J Speamg 6 11 5 TJ Hornby 

17 240 SUPREME TROBLOOITE (29) (TheTH©) C Unxll5 11 5 J)FHUR 

18 00 SUET MOUNT {35) Ctoe fiaiy) N Twmn-QMet 5 11 5, C Mauds 

19 265 BBJunn(ra(6AhUted)GHittiaal4i09 Rhted Guesi 

» SUMIBI PRIICE5S (pMe Cteen) G Fieeo 4 10 9 R Renat 

21 53 WKBtm»[ra(ShBhwMP&Bffl9foOires£lubiOS7Bniood41fl9._JAIlDCartfar 

22 2 TWKSOCHS (9) (K H Bute) B Smart 4 10 9 llama 

-22 declared - 

BEITMQ: 94 Ita te, 7-2 NWaUba, 44. Tfrnwnww, frl Btonartta, DM. Saprew ItogforMa, 
12-1 SUeet MDint,Rk« For Haste, 16-1 Kites 

|4 OC| EUXJMOOR FEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E} £4^75 added 
2nt 4f UOyds 

1 U2-1412 sreoso CALL COJ (Bf) U H DOylCsCtT Forster 8 11 10 8W)m a 

2 2AQP-P5 BUCMET OF SOLD tra F D Mclrinai SHmer) 0 Brennen 7 11 3 MBrennB 

3 02L56P DREIWlEAnERpqi»taeT“wnuMnoliats7113 - — IRSMan 

4 05FQt22 FRA7BI tSLAM){21} [DBAIecnbl fi Ro«8 113., , DDSrtorei 

5 11-1123 MAIOTS MAUI1NO (83) Dchn PterB! J CaftW 7113 — S PHte 

6 «tW0- TW SUPER p96) 0*8 E M V Engard) toss E Enfjad 9 11 3 Detek^m 

7 BWOP PANDORAS PflCEra (MB PJoyresJJStwnrelJ 10 12 Utenphy 

-7tfadared- 

BEITHte 4J5 Hn|ys Hmtino, 9-4 Second Cal, frl Rarer uaad, 10-1 Steal of Odd. ifrl Dream 
leader, 33-1 Paodorat Patna, an Tbe Efoper 

(Teel W1MBLMGIDN FEN AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP HURDL£ 
(CLASS £) £2325 added 2m lXOyds 

1 UDP01 SHBHMUR (9) (D) (iJWWarftenj Mrs L Wadham 8 12 3 (7 b 4 UrPSeott(7> 

2 121261 HUr5WltBH)(14)|CmiUsSSnnUsSSmih7U8 Mr E tebtagfon (7) 

3 0QITOO4 RtBWHBa.mil tW HM D Snterettf J Jertan B 10 4 MrCBeBaarp) 

4 12-U5FP HUJMM WMiraiftlHJ Mews) H Msrnas 7 100 MsaADedhy (7) 

5 OffiSlk PKRA'SBWCaraiDFBassaQD Bassett 7 100 HreKHMsrtatl) 

6 3240- AUM MBMAnONAL (455) (PB4 fasretoyl Ws P Tcwnsley 5 lOO—UnCRMMlay (7) 

7 000005 KYA (64} ff) McQKV D HcCMr 5 10 0 to 6 taka (7) 

8 ' QfPPP- 8MffS0t«raM(<raCaa h Dc^ PCtete810O Mr P Aria (7) B 

unOrn 10a. True hantcap veVrc Hatean Tam 9a 13d. Parki's Bey 9a 10b. 49a femma- 
Itete 9a £4x Bte ft* 110, Stent Sowre(gi 7a 13*. 

BEIT)N&: ^10 ^ i rftte r fr . 3-1 HgyStsr, 4-1 BQ tf ie el S«l. 12-1 gyi, 14-1 Ala Intaroattornr, 
IB-1 Hatwo Tara, 20-1 ottei 


1 SJot 

^30: j. LEADtNC 3PgUT [D foWW 
t», 2. NWtrtSfr 4-li ^ Catoura 
fl-1 9 am. ft nk. iW. w 

fS .00: £1-10, £l-40,£3-40. DFjtTDO. C»; 
fS M Tncast £4X13- Tno: 

4DO:XBAltlEBOBOOfflIBOTmitem- 

am) 3-1: % Zorte 

i e m. hfl. 2‘. iT Bamm. Tiwao. ‘P**- 

iaSftiSft Df: c ' 40 - CSF! 

£7 i^XTtCHAI^WIU^^ 
a »i-it,ii,M i j.i - 1 stig Mth The tend 
OT-X 13 ten. a-i 

fB iteManon. TanworW 
£3.00. £4-20. £9 5^ OF: figg 
£?rS.08. IfOsC £2.414.37. Tno. 

aiM_ ■■ 033.53. Piece B: £15X25. 


v the INPEPEI SDMT 

RACING UKVJU3 

0891 261 + 



\ I ( ( O l If M 'i K I ^ 1 ' I 1 ' 

. 0891 261 970 


HYPERION 

Z15Colosse 245 Myttons USstal® 3J5 Rififi 345 
Shanghai Lfl 4 -AS Perang Potty 4.45 Plan Fbr 
Profit — , . 

GOING: Standard. 

STA11& M- trotdde; ittl-iaAd*. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low frl spdnw. 

■ Brjuttrack surface; Wl-hand. sharp urrfnfeitogcotosc. 

■ rrenM k SB of tows on B2088. Ungflrtd aaikm (*?**$, 

vlrtWtt) a4nln ranse. ADMISSION: Owfindr»oreifl. CSAB PAM 

| Club S3; remutodw free. 


wmJMMM 1 Tnmi^SE^0tfftMM^5)wiMteLh»gfle)dfle 
CotoatefXlFrl* A*«L 14- 16 ) «mt 358 tnfles te J L ^ ^ Sauon Bnrfc, 

North ftafoirtae DeeUe Oscar (X-U>) «te mftslry^ D Nkhofl*^ &wn^ Ses- 

■ra>, Nnrth Tu r to M re. 

p-TSTcl BARNAOT RUDGE CLAD®*6 STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^300 addBd lm 4f „ 

1 103-U2 ittSW««UB5rpaffWRIJffw593 r fjgy j? 

3 000040- TmtMORAfiON(iraBPM»4B12 — 

3 aflMO OWIWUSlWWpmCttw9BlL~ ”^^222* 

4 oob-oo PwrajCDWCErt HHuresTa U- 

5 xm- BBMUDt PWNCE (1382) PS Mrs 1 5nlia 10 8 S 

^ QgSS tatDBg tra (C« J JtFfin«±(7)4 

revJfrlftsfoteFfeteFFfeteOwe • 


•y 4c j BLEAK HOUSE SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
ZZZZZl £2J875 added Sf 

1 B02044 DOUBLE OSCAR (7) IPI D IteiolS 4 97 Ate lteaw» 3B 

2 CMW336 FOD>ffiRSl»ELWE(7)lteLaM»697_ T5kk» (7) 5 V 

3 000644 JBSWMWOTmJ 8^597 ! A*tttR2 

4 303622 HVnCMS MBDHIE P-7) A BaHay 4 9 7 _SSredanT 

5 0080D6'RESFGCn8l£ JONES(3C0(ira9Hdfeieiie8dllB7 

; BGOWRAB 

8 654JM0 HUrriSSI6MP4)PWditf492 ACtekl 

7 600160 tBW4SraHBUTT5(27)(CD) K.McAJUfc792_ DHntentBE 

-7dedwad- 

BErmec7-4nytaios Wnaka, 7-2 Doteia Oscar, 4-1 FtsarerstBoa Lm,7-i New 
fopon Batts, 8-1 Justfoboet, 10-1 Re^tetaftte Jones, 1S-1 Fancy Dsai^i 

|o «1 Cl GREAT EXPGCTXnONS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4^25 added St 

1 00041-6 MASTER OF PASSWN (43) CTimJ6*W» 8160 i 

D Sweanay (5) 4 

2 OOSTO1 R*BB|ira'»taCM4911ff«) &Wte»Brtl9 

3 40OC0 IORD8WOTn(D}(ra4^B9m__- SSatete2 

4 113066 B0WQJfTEB?AMC£C178)(ORDCh2p(TBn588 r r : : 

1M — « 

5 565215 iTOKTSfiRia WECT (fl^K hoy 485. BgaS B 

6 000636 WEXHratranmGftw4713_--_^toHeMB 

7 oooo-oo Rs«n«ira(raraJHBnBit>n67n_ 

8 00-S242 JUISDUISD»«BtMTJta#wn4flO 

9 065643 SapMJ»®BJ(7)WJto» f S710 Rt Mana g 

vn mwfK MMCPHiriinstJftte»571P ■ — F "ante 7 


8 00-5342 MIJOTIISD»«»P49TJft»^tt«4flO -OtoOtoJ* 

9 065643 SapaU»®B)(7)PMWffr5710 

10 CM35655 F " c **» 7 

Mtanun wtft 7a lOh Jam buOtv we&B! t*** 7a Superte)7fl 

5 -lBaiXM^P^te.UrtSty, 1W Srear- 
teo. frl Master of Patera. 7-1 bar &praae, W-l otes 

Iq AK\ PIMP C0 PPBIFBDFaiJE9'HAICICAP (CLASS 
I*™] E) £4,025 added lm 2f 

1 123000 TEA PUTTY (22) K Q^mr^BOvaam 4 ID 0 

2 420640- MwoaffqsOBwO S — — 

3 32-3120 TNUMHBai£t2>0 HlrnmodBi492— — . — leeawire* 


4 0013-12 SHANGHAI LR (21) (Q U F^tesonOafey 5 9 L F Norton 7 

5 4022-32 PASSAGE CR^HNC (23} S DM 4 9 1_ SSsndtw9E 

6 041005 «S0UJta3StUS»(C(5X!®ilteBai^Wairg48S 

- iriteift 

7 60S SmJUWSmOHB(<7)C1tara*i484 S Draw 3 

8 45UMD IDEAL RACH (20) (CO) a N emnee 58 0 HVMoyCOlB 

9 10002-0 MOGM (4q T J tetg)San 4 7 13 6aWireI3 

10 0046-26 QUroB5nWLU3(raftfeeciM*6?10 IBmHRB 

-JOdechnd- 

Afinkntm to 10b. Tnje (^jecra 5mter rn 4*. 

DOTVIG: 9-4 Shanghai LX 5-1 Presage Creeping, frl 7ea Party, Zafefte Bede, 
61 HmA.lll-l MwUd|teBl« 13-1 dhin 

Ia llfl hard TOMES MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
lz~] £4300 added Tf 

1 080223- ACBff(54) JLEyre4 91D DenKKanaS 

2 3-5 MA&CME<MP(lB)fttMlBiEl4910 . ,_jwrtedaStedBsm5 

3 (XXff-0 LAW WESTBtllV (0) P RfflJwo 8 9 5 SDrmbbB 

4 4P2 PQfltoG PtJllT ptoi Lfld ftrangtort 595 DHartcnl ! 

£ CT532-0 mj»Ap2)Pf)QLItott485 ™FHHtW4 

6 AUaiASWteare38 2-- — liter 3 

BETTMt &4 AgBflt, 7-4 Peraug Pafe', 5-1 Msgrefoa Gnir, 7-1 Zteya, 8-1 Macro, I 
33-lLsdy Wwttey I 

I A AKl NICHOLAS IfiCKLEBY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4^00 added 3YO 7f 

1. 32-0114 C0UmBST»ei|M)(t5W)te97. Jtnttraw [7)4 

2 221-421 THEWyHNDOnEMN (22)83RHcNn*ead97 — 


5T1LL 20% 
CHEAPER 


Rios in 
almost 
flawless 
display 


Rfchards: defies doubters 


tiers (Kribensis and Alder- 
brook) in the last six runnings. 
But not-tfais afternoon, it seems, 
since Zabadi and Just Little ore 
the only runners who rale even 
a passing mention in Lhe ante- 
post betting. Of the two. Just 
little - going well when felling 
two out in the Chelicnham 
handicap hurdle won hy Space 
Thicker last November - is -bv 
far the most interesting. 


Tennis 


Marcclo Rios, tile second seed. 

who is recovering from a leg in- 
jury, trounced utc Romanian 
Adrian Voinea, 6-1, 6-4 in the 
first round of the European 
Community Championship in 
Antwerp yesterday. 

Rios, the world No 6. had 
bpen forced to withdraw in the 
second set of his final against 
i Sweden's Thomas Enq vis! in 
Marseilles last Sunday because 
of a strained quadriceps mus- 
cle. But the Chilean was de- 
clared fit to play in Belgium 
after treatment by a physio- 
therapist and produced near 
flawless tennis in the first set of 
a match which featured some 
breathtaking rallies. 

Rios fell 2-0 behind early in 
the second set, but quickly 
fought back to take the match in 
just over one hour. Rios is now 
the favourite in Antwerp after 
Goran Ivanisevic, the top seed, 
pulled out of the tournament late 
on Tuesday with tendinitis in his 
shoulder. 'The Croat withdrew 
only boms after the fourth seed. 
Boric Becker, had dmpptxi out 
of the event with a wrist injury. 

Mark Philippoussis. the 
bright hope of Australian ten- 
nis, returned to the fray for the 
first time in nearly four months 
at the St Jude tournament in 
Memphis on Tuesday, but it was 
a short-lived comeback. 

The lOth-seeded Philippous- 
sis. who received a first-round 
bye, was unable to adjust to - 
match play after his length)’ lay- 
off and fell in a second-round 
match to the unseeded Magnus 
Norman, 6-4, 7-5. 

The Australian had been un- 
fit since the Paris Open last Oc- 
tober with tendinitis in his right 
forearm. 


Easy victory 
helps Army 
to prepare 

Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 
Army 

Cambridge University 


The Army, building; up for next 
month’s Inter-Services tourna- 
ment at Portsmouth, had a 
comfortable 3-1 win against 
Cambridge University at a blus- 
tery Milton Keynes National 
Stadium yesterday, to add to test 
week's 2-1 victory over Oxford, 
but it took them until a minute 
before the interval to break 
through the student ranks. 

After Cambridge's goalkeep- 
er, Pawel PiotrowKz, had denied 
tbe soldiers an eariy goal, Cam- 
bridge took control of midfield 
but with Southgate's Peter Box- 
efl in commanding form at the 
back and the Atlanta Olympian 

Simon Hazlitt marshalling the 

Army midfield, it seemed mili- 
laiy goals would cxrzne. 

The first arrived after a long 
bail from Bryan Hemmings 
found James Boyce wide on the 
right, and be made for the cir- 
cle and lashed a powerful shot 
high into the net. Four minutes 
into the second half Paul Tapp 
deflected in the Army's second 
goal at a needlessly conceded 
free hit on the edge of the cir- 
cle. Hazlitt then coaverted the 
Army’s fifth penalty comer for 
a 3-0 lead. 

With five minutes remaining 
John Mayer pulled a goal back 
for the students and two minutes 
later pul a penalty stroke high 
and wide to end their fightback. 


Nye. 2nd u P Taop leapt). Copt S Hartm. It n 
C oAman: S/Sgt I Bnny. 2nd Lt J Btyre, SUfr- 
« Utut n ora£ Capi B Hanmp. 

CrentHfdXe Unboraire: P Puramcs I Sands 
D Outran, o Brew. 1 Bateman: j Mayer. T 
Okran. M Meredith leapt), T Pam G Pfeyar, 
C ManneL Substitutes used: C UKcamoe. 
D HeathcMB. 

Umpires: B Mason ICSHUAJ axr N QwrU 
1ECHUA1. 


fj A CABLE &W1RRESS COMPANY 


F!H*B8 

3 (3543-52 unUBMPBOWnamil Juratenll 7 _ _ nunfanrffi 

4 041600 A BREEZE 72)0 MOMS 9 3'. i .—..JrtfolfS 

5 540023- WraE«MMJSt«lBn811 SDnmteS 

6 06106-2 9WFr(T)MPD(^5084 _J? Rhmth f7) 3 

7 3010M ABSraeQ0EWtra(D)FB«M712 DVSrtfUlV 

8 06-3 KMIZEE CO) S Dow 7 1 0...- ■ R Mi tel fi 7 , 

. IMnn w#hC 74t lOL True mntfiap M(pc Kap» Fit Bh 
snHGrfri Pte Fate*, MThellitelBttetevfrUiMB, MOaerttoretluM, 
7-1 Kafne, Rhsttee ttwen, 13-1 Mtes 


MERCURY CATCHES 
BT OUT AGAIN. 

Looks like w eve hit BT*s bmt round of price cub lor cix...jgiin. 
Tbe fict n. were ml) 2t*» cheaper than BT for international calb on 
weekday evenings and all weekend. How* that for good new*. 

For detail* FreeCall 0500 500 366. 

Mercury SmartCall 

You tterfr haw to be ■ geniusio see how much yoiiH save. 

i tVmr>aprfwn»' mpi-wminf u ti-ijnm.'a W Mmarf JP9~*, J 

[ •&>•<» ur% tek •t»yr *f < ■inW ft mtht iy$ Mdtarj 

| m « iwrlmJ' JrJiW*- u tf ^5 7* dm I UTI 





England enhance Ashe&a mbition 


Series 

victory 

builds 

morale 


Derek Pringle, in 

Christchurch, finds 
Atherton's men a 
rejuvenated team 


T he transforms ti<m proba- 
bly started aboard QF1Q3, 
the flight that took a 
dispirited England out of Africa 
and on to New Zealand for the 
second leg of their winter tour.- 
It is well know that Michael 
Atherton enjoys a good book, 
but for much of that journey the 
England captain had his nose 
deep into a magazine article 
about cricket, called “The 
Australian Wh y". 

In fact, winning is tbe only 
way in Australia, and the lucky 
country does not tolerate 
bludgens and losers for more 
than a tick. It is a philosophy 
that appears to have been ful- 
ly digested by Atherton, and it 
is surely no coincidence that 
England’s cricket in New 
Zealand has looked far harder 
and incisive than it did in 
Zimbabwe. 

However, there are other 
factors at play too, though each, 
no matter how oblique, will 
eventually have its say on per- 
formance. Quite simply, Eng- 
land did not like Zimbabwe and 
it showed in their cridcet It was 
often cautious and begrudging, 
a combination not enhanced by 
the ludicrous pronouncements 
made occasionally by David 
Lioyd, the coach. 

Perhaps as an island race. 



High fives: England are jubgant as the emergent Robert Croft claims the wicket of Simon Doull in Chr is tc hu rch 


England felt uncomfortable 
and lost on the vast continent 


and lost on the vast continent 
and it was noticeable that their 
demeanour picked up the in- 
stant they came back into con- 
tact with those familiar 
touchstones of modem con- 
sumer culture: namely pizzas. 


burgers and karioke bars. 
Their opponents were 


Their opponents were dif- 
ferent as well: While Zimbab- 
we were tenacious and played 
above expectation, partimlarly 
in the one-dayers, New Zealand 
were disjointed, disappointing 
and played like a country where 
all the predators are extinct In 
fact some critics felt New 
Zealand so poof that they 
would be incapable of finishing 
in the top 10 of the County 


Atherton, however, insists 
that the only difference be- 
tween the two sectors was vic- 
tory, ftrhaps be is right, and cme 
cannot help but wonder that 
had the tour itinerary been re- 
versed, Zimbabwe would have 


been summarily dispatched as 
New Zealand have been over 
the past month. 

For Atherton, New Zealand 
has been the land of laughter 
and forgetting, and the last two 
wins have provided nothing but 
sweet relief from the welter of 
criticism he and his side 

attracted around Christmas and 
the New Year. 

The triumphs have also more 
or less guaranteed his immedi- 
ate future as England ca ptain, 
a position not really in doobt^af- 
ter the recent eulogies from 
England Cricket Board big- 
wigs such as Lord MacLaurin 
and Bob Bennett 

The terseness present in 
Zimbabwe has gone too (an- 
other MacLaiirio directive) and 
it was typical of Atherton's dis- 
regard for social status that he 
and a handful of team-mates 
spent the night celebrating Eng- 
land’s latest win with the Barmy 
Army, who serenaded them 
with their own - as weD as 
Oasis's - catchy songs. 

His batting form, scratchy 
and appalling in Africa, is back 
to its belligerent best The fig- 
ures, for once, are revealing, ami 
although Atherton ended the 
five Tfests with 359 runs at an av- 
erage of 5L28, he scored only 
34 runs over four Tfest innings 
in Zimbabwe. 

It was a batting average only 
bettered by Alec Stewart 


Stewart apart from die last list 
in Christchurch, was in stupen- 
dous form throughout hitting 
centuries in both Harare and 
Auckland. 

likewise Crawley, who al- 
though a centurion in Bulal- 
wayo, will probably be best 
remembered for his cool head 
and sturdy bat on that capti- 
vating last afternoon at Lan- 
caster Park when he and 
Dominic Cork inched England 
past that histone foiirth- inningt 

total of 305. 

Inevitably there were casu- 
alties, too, and Nkk Knight end- 
ed the series with his technique 
as well as his Test march future 
in disarray. Averaging almost 50 


after Zimbabwe, he has barely 
scraped double figures here, ins 
judgement over thp where- 
abouts of his off-stump almost 
as badly shot as his confidence. 
It was the same problem 
Graham Thorpe .experienced 
earlier in the tour and one that 
can only be overcome by stay- 
ing put and grinding out an in- 
nings, as the Surrey left-hander 
did in Harare. 

"When Knight did not have a 
bat in his hand, however, his 
contributions were never less 
than outstanding and his catch- 
ing at second slip was little short 
of sensational La truth, Eng- 
land’s fielding remained excel- 
lent throughout the winter and 


credit for that must go to Lloyd, 
who worked tirelessly at 
improving iL . 

The bowling, so often Eng- 
land’s weakness wheft they. trav- 
el abroad, has at last begun to 
look and work like a unit That 

did not happen until the second 
Tfest, when Andy Caddick came 
into die side instead of Alan 
MuHally, and Atherton, derid- 
ing to pack his five best bowlers 
irrespective of the conditions, 


played both spinners. 

. Of those, Robert Croft has 


been by for the more urgent, his 
off-spin, bowled down an ag- 
gressive off-stump line, con? 
stantly asking question of the 
batsman. In all, his 18 wickets 
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(71.14) and John Crawley 
(55.4), the most consistently 
in-form players of the tour. 
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some hearteningly resilient 
cricket, the likes of Australia wil) 
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cricket, the likes of Australia wiD 
not allow them to get back on 
their feet once they have 
stumbled. 

That said, Steve Rixon, New 
Zealand’s Australian coach, 
reckons Engl and .can compete 
with Australia, so long as Ather- 
ton and Stewart are playing 
somewhere near their best. 
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Atherton demands one last big effort 
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Mike Atherton has stressed to 
his England players the impor- 
tance of winning the one-day 
international series against New 
Zealand which now completes 
a long hard winter. 

Atherton does not want his 
side to make the same mistakes 
as in South Africa 12 months 
ago, and in Zimbabwe earlier on 
this tour. England began their 
five-match series with a day- 
night international in Christ- 
church in the early hours of this 


morning - and Atherton said: 
“It's a similar situation to a year 
ago. We pexfonned creditably 
in the Tests against South Africa 
and then we had a disastrous 
end to that tour by losing tbe 
one-dayers 6-1. 

“In Zimbabwe a couple of 
months agowe lost the one-day 
series 3-0 and played very poor- 
ly," the England captain added. 
“I think we need to stress to the 
players the importance of fin- 
ishing on a high note in New 


Zealand, despite our Tbst series 
success, because if we -don’t do 
well in these one-day games 
then they will be people’s last 
memories of this winter. I don’t, 
think this trip deserves that 
kind of send-off. 

“I maintain that in the Tests 
we have played outstanding 
cricket at times, but our one-ctey 
performances have been a dif- 
ferent matter and we must put 
that right over the next couple 
of weeks.” 


Phil Tufnell’s alleged pot- 
smoking antics in a 
Christchurch bar took a new 
twist in the form of posters plas- 
tered all over town. The hasti- 
ly-printed bills said: “Phil 
Tufnell must agree - Bardellis 
is Christchurch’s Best Joint”. 

HifndL who strongly denied 
the allegations, did not play in 
today’s one-day intdhxational 
the left-arm spinner having 
been left out for purely tactical 




Formula One in dock at Imola 
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After almost three years, six in- 
dividuals go on trial in Ilaty to- 
day over the death of Ayrton 
Senna. However, the entire 
Formula One fraternity will 
consider itself in the dock at 
Imola. 

Frank ^ Williams, the owner of 

the team for which Senna drove 

at ebb time of that fateful San 
Marino Grand Prix, his partner 
and technical director. Patrick 
Head, and chief designer, Adri- 
an Newsy, as well as three rac- 
ing officials, are charged with 
culpable homicide. 

The prosecution, armed with 
a 700-page report, will allege 
that faulty welding caused the 
steering column of Senna's car 
to break, sending him off the 
trade at 192mph and into a con- 
crete walL Head maintains that 
the column was intact until im- 
pact. All the defendants deny 
the charges and it is conceivable 
that we may never know why the 
34-year-old Brazilian was killed. 

Only 24 hours before Senna’s 
crash, Roland Ratzenberger, a 
little-known Austrian, died in 
qualifying. The inquiry decided 

case because ofdriverbrror. 

Driver error in Senna’s case 


Six men today stand accused of causing 
Ayrton Senna's death. Derick Allsop 
on the trial motor racing did not want 


seems unthinkable. Three times 
world champion, be was re- 
garded by many as the greatest 
driver of all time. Formula 
One, as a body, has always 
cantemded Senna was simply un- 
lucky, that, accidents wiD happen 
and usually drivers walk away' 
from accidents such as his. 

Except that, in this instance, 
it is thought, the front, right 
wheel of the Williams whipped 
up and smashed into Senna’s 
head, inflicting fatal injuries. 

If Williams, the most suc- 
cessful and accomplished team 
in modem grand pnx racing, can 
be found responsible for an ac- 
cident, then the rest are patent- 
ly vulnerable. The threat hangs 
over the teams, the circuits, the 
sport's governing body, the FIA, 
and the future of FI in Italy. 

Hence the united front and 
the determination that the case 
should not develop into a 
WUliams versus circuit conflict. 
Revived suspicio n s about debris 
on the crack, tyre pressures and 
the road surface all demand 


questions of the organisers. One 
intriguing suggestion is that Sen- 
na blacked out after holding his 
breath for the previous lap: 

The other defendants are 
Federico Bendinelli, managing 
director of SAGIS, the compa- 
ny that owns the cirarit at Imo 
la, Giorgio Poggi, the track 
director, and Roland Bruynser- 
aede, FXAi race director. Their 
advocate is an Italian, Roberto 
Causo, while the Williams offi- 
cials will be represented by Pe- 
ter Goodman. 

The court, in an administra- 
tion building in the town, is ex- 
pected to at two days a week 
and the trial is likely to last for 
about six months. Williams, 
Head and Newey are scheduled 
to appear before the judge, 
Antonio COstanzo, at the end 
of April Several leading per- 
sonalities, including Damon 
HiU, Michael Schumacher and 
the sport’s marketing chief, 
Benue Ecclestone, are due to 
give evidence. 

Hifl, who was Senna's team- 


mate and raced cm after tbe ac- 
cident, said yesterday: “I couid 
do without it, going through it 
all again, but under Italian law 
we have to go through iL If there 
is anything we can find then^ we 
should do so. Lessons have to 
be learnt. 

“Things have changed since 

Ayrton died, but it wfllnever be 
totally safe. If Formula One 
hadn’t changed [things it would 
have been remiss. 

“Senna’s accident highlight- 
ed die fact that we have got a 
responsibility to provide enter- 
tainment and not just a 
macabre spectacle. The safer 
you make lt-the better. People 
can take more liberties and ac- ' 
tuaily improve the draw." 

There is a belief that all the 
defendants will be acquitted and 
a reluctant acceptance that the 
trial has been staged to satisfy 
Italian legal procedure. 

IfWDhamsand the others are 
found guilty they could be 
jailed. In reality, they would be 
fined or, at worst, given sus- 
pended sentences. Appeals 
would follow and the case could 
then drag on for a decade. The 
six on trial are not alone in hop- 
ing it does not come to that. 


Consistent 

selection 


fosters unity 


Robert Winder believes the tourists 
rising fortunes have benefited from.. , 
allowing players to regain fomr- but 
Australia pose a far tougher challenge 


England’s pleasing and im- 
pressive win in New Ze al a n d 
seems to have provoked, with 
almost indecent haste, a feeling 
that next summer’s Ashes are as 
good as in tbe bag. 

Even tbe players must have 
chuckled over yesterday’s head- 
lines. Only a fortnight ago, hav- 
ing faile d for four hours to 
dislodge the world’s worst Tbsr 


doing. Caddick could be n§nr- 
ing out a way to avoid sending 
five consecutive bails down the 


leg aide (except on purpose), 
and Darren Gough could, be 
beaming how to add accuracy to 
his slipperiness. But they wosft 
be - they will be taking widtogs 
a gains t Durham and Sussex oh 
seaming pitches. ' 

Tbe two left-handers, Nick 
Knight and Thorpe, could be 
devising a response to bcmricy 
leg-spin from ihe rough o utside 
their off stump. But they wou‘1 
be - they vrilt be cutting and 
pulling medium-pacers for ~a. 
month before they run into 
\Vhrne, and then, as likely as not, 
Shane will stop play. 

There are plenty of grounds 
for optimism - but look out for 
these warning signs. The season 
will begin, John Crawley wiD be 
out of touch, while Graeme 
Hick and Robin Smith are duff- 
ing up all-comers, inspiring a 
clamour far their return. Stew- 
art wfll fail in the onc-dayers. re- 
viving the argument about 
Whether Jack Russell should 
keep wicket. The call will go up 
for an aO-rounder. and someone 
will scurry off to look for Craig 
White's phone number. For 
Headingley they will decide 
they need four seamen, and 
send for Mark Ilou, who took 
7 for 40 against Derbyshire last 
weekend. There will be a sus- 
picion that Devon Malcolm 
must play at Tbe Oval Before 
we know it, the team won’t be 
a team any more. . 

- Wouldn’t it be fine if Ather- 
ton could fly home tomorrow, 
slopping the five one-dmrers 
ana giving himself time to. think 
and plot time to find a way to 
be a less deadpan, more invig- 
orating, leader? 

It would be good for Nasser 
Hussain fo be in charge in these 
merry frolics; and Atbere him- 
self would be able to start next 
season afresh, and with his r 
matron high. Public disgrace, 
him, is only a slog from a New 
Zealand tailendex away. ... 

He would probably go fishing 
and and that would be fine, toa 
A week or so hunched in the 
rain beside some murky river, 
casting and waiting, casting and 
waiting, and he would been 
burning to get back on to a 
cricket field. A j>ity tbat’sJoo_ _ 
much fo hope for... 


batsman, they were a laughing 
stock. Now, helped by an un- 
sighted umpire and a couple of 
dropped catches, they are 
woria-beaters. 

It might seem unsporting to 
sound a cool note in the pre- 
vailing glee, but this could be a 
good time to urge caution. The 
truth is that there probably is 
not arin^e New Zealander wbo 
would get into the present Ans- 
tralian side. 

Having said that, there real- 
ty have been some good points 
in the last few we els. Some are 
tactical - it is clearly right to 
have Alec Stewart keeping 
wicket and playing a second 
and good news to have 
iddick back in the lime- 
light But, mainly, it is a man- 
agerial matter. For the first 
time in ages, En glan d have 
shown some consistency in se- 
lection. Not long ago, Graham 
Thorpe would have had a tough 
job getting a game in New 
Zealand after his failures fo 
Zimbabwe, but the team stood 
by him and he recovered his fine 
form with two centuries. The . 
same could be said of Michael 
Atherton hims elf 

More important than ary in- 
dividual case, though, is the con- 
fident togetherness that has 
been bred by a settled selection. 
Which is where thenote of cau- 
tion comes in. After years of lit- 
tle but trouble, England do 
look like a promising team'. 
But to beat Australia they know 
they need to improve another 
notch - and the trouble is they 
probably won't have time to. 

Idealty, what would happen 
is that they would have a bit of 
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cost him around 19 runs apiece, 
and along with his breezy 
bonhomie, made him the find 
of the tour. 

It was not an accolade that 
one could pin on his spuming 
partner, Phu HrineO, who once 
again courted controversy af- 
ter allegations of cannabis 
smoking surfaced in 
Ch ris tch urch- Although vehe- 
mently denied, TkfneU is not 
the same spinner who bowled 
England to victory here five 
years ago. 

The pace department had its 
problems too, and with Cork ei- 
ther absent or quiet and Cad- 
dick not playing until 
Wellington, it was left to Dar- 
ren Gough to fill the fast -bowl- 
ing void. It was a role he 
undertook with his usual blepd 
of wayward brilliance and bom- 
bast Fortunately he blew hot- 
ter than most taking 26 wickets 
(19 of them fo New Zealand), 
and his gameness for the chal- 
lenge, particular^ with the old- 
er ball, made him Atherton’s 
most important weapon. 

Nevertheless, England are 
still too inconsistent with both 
bat and balL and although their 
lapses here were overcome by 


and then head home to rest and 
lan. But this is a fantasy. Be- 
fore the players know it, they 
will be knee-deep in pre-season 
tours, tonking it about fo the 
nets, and enduring two-sweater 
days fo damp, empty grounds. 

Just thihkw&at they could be 
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Can there have been a more embarrassing sight than the 
England team paying tribute to the ludicrous Barmy Army? 
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In keeping with the customary re- 
sponse to such occasions, reports of 
England's Test match victory in 
Christchurch this week prompted 
thoughts of church bells, factory 
whistles, up-flung hats and tom-up 
paper floating down from office win- 
dows. 

Success after five years without 
waning a series abroad permits 
»me excitement, but the wonder is 
that none of our popular prints was 
inspired enough by Michael Ather- 
ton’s marathon effort of concen- 
tration to put him up for a 
knighthood. 

All because England, thanks 
mainly to the captain’s “up yours" 
resurgence, overcame a team from 
what can be conveniently described 
as thft relegation zone of world 
cricket. 


As I remember it, matches be- 
tween the two countries once took 
place in New Zealand ai the fag end 
ofah Ashes series and were thought 
to be largely academic. Such is the 
present state of English cricket that 
any success, anywhere is seen to be 
a reason for wild celebration. 

. * What this does, of course, and it 
applies equally in football, is to again 
raise expectations out of all pro- 
portion to ability and development. 
Inst eadof getting high on England's 
prospects against Australia next 
summer, it should be enough that 
they are no longer in dufferdomu 

A personal point of view, one no- 
body is required to share, is that Eng- 
land were never as bad as some of 
their results implied. 

Doubtless, the criticism England 
came under explains the biliousness 


with which they looked out on the 
world. However, it efid not justify the 
triumphalism they indulged in af- 
ter John Crawley and Dominic 
Crick ensured victory by dealing sen- 
sibly with threat of New Zealand's 
18-year-old, gangling bespectacled 
spinner, Daniel Vectori, who could 
pass earily for a fourth-form pest in 
gleeful possession of a noxious 
substance. 

Qffl the re have been a more em- 
barrassing right in sport recently 
than the England team paying an- 
thropological tribute to the quite 
ludicrous Barmy Army,' throwing 
than peeled-off shirts, behaving 
tediously in the manner of winners 
on a television game show? 

Some daft statements have been 
made by management on this tour, 
none more ridiculous to my mind 



KEN JONES 


than by the England and Wales 
Cricket Board chairman, Ian Mac- 
Laurin. who announced that the fu- 
ture reSts with players prepared to 
die for theft country; 

Even allowing for looseness in 
analogy, to put sport even remote- 
ly in the context of mortal combat 
is nonsense. 


The attitude to cricket of Aus- 
tralia’s great all-rounder, Keith 
Miller, a terrific fits! bowler and a 
batsnan of exhilarating purpose, un- 
questionably a winner, was shaped 
by experiences in British skies as a 
fighter pflot during World War EL 
“When I thought about guys who 
didn’t come back, it was never dif- 
ficult to have a balanced view of the 
game* he once said in co nv er sation. 

Similar experiences, it is said, ex- 
plained why one of the most suc- 
cessful hitters in American baseball, 
Tfed WflEams of the Boston Red Sox, 
whose marvellous career was twice 
interrupted by service as a fighter 
pilot during World Whr n and the 
Korean conflict, paid little account 
to applause. “ Williams knows about 
the reality of life,” somebody wrote 
of him. 


Men like that usually work for suc- 
cess with more natural determina- 
tion than most others, and there is 
something in the concealed earnest- 
ness of their approach that is in 
itself pleasing. 

What we have now is sport bor- 
dering oo show business. A short 
while ago this column addressed 
the issue of dignity in games, or to 
be more precise what led to its 
passing. 

There was nothing dignified in the 
celebrations mounted by England's 
cricketers in Christchurch, nor in 
their pandering to a group of sup- 
porters whose only apparent merit 
is that they took the trouble and lime 
to be present. 

Younger brethren in this trade 
keep telling me that times have 
changed and that new philoso- 


phies have to be accommodated. 
Does this mean there is now a cas e 
for allowing nationalism to become 
rampant? For his enlightenment, 
MacLaurin might like to consider 
an opinion expressed by a German 
journalist, Ulrich Kaiser, before 
the 1966 World Cup final. “If we 
win." he said, “eleven German 
footballers will have won a cup 
and 1 will be glad to see it. But I 
am not saying / have beaten any- 
body” 

This week England won a Test 
match against opposition so mod- 
erate that defeat would have brought 
down a great deal of derision. As for 
Atherton’s future as captain, it 
seems important that the job should 
stay with a gutsy guy who even in 
troubled rimes appears (u keep 
cricket in perspective. 


FA turns spotlight 
on laser beams 
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Football 

ALAN NIXON 

The Football Association yes- 
terday spelt out the danger. of • 
fans directing mini laser beams 
at players during matches. The 
problem was highlighted again 
during Tuesday’s Coca-Cola Cop 
game between Leicester Chy and 
Wimbledon at Filbert Street, 
when a red beam was constant- 
ly directed on the back of the 
head of Wimbledon's Vfainie 
Jones as he took loDg throws. 

Last month. Aston Villa 
banned the battery-operated 
lasers, available for between 
£30 and £150, from Villa Park 
after one was directed towards 


the dug-out area during the 
game against Newcastle United. 

“We have written to all dubs 
alerting them that this laser ap- 
pears to be in use and of it be- 
ing a potential hazard,” EA 
spokesman Steve Double said. 

Evert on were facing compe- 
tition from Middlesbrough for 
the Australian goalkeeper Mark 
Schwaizer yesterday. The Brad- 
ford City keeper will be allowed 
to meet the Everton manager, , 
Joe Royle, to discuss terms on 
a proposed £L4m move. - 
Royle ’s offer is straight cash, 
while Robson is willing to give 
Bradford £500,000 plus the 
transfer-seeking Alan Miller. 

The former West Ham man-* 
agar, BiDy Bonds, has joined First 


Fifa to rule on use 
of television replay 
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GLENN MOORE 


The prospect of contentious 
goals such as Maradona’s “hand 
of God" score being 'decided by 
television evidence has moved 
a step closer. 

France and Sweden have ap- 
plied To Fifa, football's world 
governing body, for permission 
to use television adjudication in 
their friendly in Paris on 2 
April. The referee would remain 
the ultimate arbiter but would 
have recourse to a monitor by 
the side of the pitch. 

Scpp Blatter. Fifa’s general 
secretary, is understood to have 
given a cautious assent to tire 
experiment. The final decision 
will be made by Fifa on J 
March in Belfast. 

It would be the referee’s de-' 
riskm whether to consult the TV 
monitor. English viewers can 
judge the experiment them- 
selves, as the match will be tele- 
vised live on Eurosport, 

While TV evidence is used in 
cricket and American football, 
the main reservation regarding 
football is that it would disrupt 


the flow of an essentially seam- 
less sport. 

Meanwhile, Fifa’s latest pro- 
posed rule tibange regarding the 
use of penalty shoot-outs has 
met with a mired response. 
Fife has suggested that the 
penalty shoot-oatshould take 
place before extnAme to both 
reduce the pressure on indi- 
vidual players and increase the 
chance of a result in open play. 

Chris WldcDe, who missed a 
penalty in the 1990 World Cup 
semi-final shoot-put, told tbeJh- 
dependent, “I would just ban 
penalty shoot-outs. I can un- 
derstand that they are trying to 
seek a result bull would reduce 
the game to seven-a-side for 
extra time or five-a-side. I am 
sure a goal would be scored in 
3Q minutes and then the whole 
team would Suffer rather than 
one individual" 

Howard Wilkinson, the FAs 
technical director, said: “It is a 
good idea. If wifl change the at- 
titude of the players. At least 
one team would have to go for 
a result. At present there is a 
feeling that some teams delib- 
erately play for extra time." 


Division Reading as fire? - tram 
coach. Reading’s joint player- 
managers, Midc Gooding and 
Jimmy Quinn, have been shar- 
ing coaching duties since 
Richard Hill became assistant 
manager at Wycombe Wander- 
ers in November. 

The Oxford United manager , 

Denis Smith, has disioisscd re- 
ports that the First Division dub 
is about to become involved in 
an ambitious player loan 
scheme with Juveotus. Robin 
Herd, the Oxford chairman, 
bad said 24 houis earlier that ne- 
gotiations were an advanced 
stage with the European and 
world club champions. 

’ Yesterday, however. Smith 
said: “I know everyone is mak- 
ing statements but I tell you 
what, there is more chance of us 
getting holidays on the moon in 
the next couple erf years. It is a 
rumour at the moment from 
people in the dub who should 
know better." . 

The Australian international 
Tbny Vidmar has agreed to join 
Rangers in the summer. Tbe 
Scottish champions have mowed 
toseaIadealfo , 26yeapoldVjd- 
■mar, a vdsatiJe defender w3h the 
Dutch team, NAC Breda. 

Chesterfield’s EA Cup quar- 
ter-final against Wrexham on 
Sunday 9 March has been 
moved again to fit in with tele- 
vision schedules. The alPSecond 
Division tie will now kftk off at 
I L30am so that BBC Wfeles can 
screen the game live. . 

Wigan Athletic have opened 
talks with the fonner Manches- 
ter United and England de- 
fender, Paul Parker. The 
32-year-old has expressed an in- 
terest in joining Wigan on a 
short-term contract next month 
once his newly opened London 
wine bar is running smoothly. 

Mick Buxton yesterday 
became the season’s latest man- 
agerial casualty when he left 
Scunthorpe by mutual consent. 
The Third Division dub suf- 
fered to a 2-0 home defeat by 
Chester on Tuesday in front of 
a crowd of only l£2A. They have 
lost five of theft last seven 
League games and he 16th in 
the table. 



Tyne is right 
for Tuigamala 

Simon Turnbull attends the unveiling 
of rugby's first million-pound signing 
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Sir John Hall had been this way 
before. There was no horde of 
screaming Geordies outside - 
just three young lads dutching 
autograph books, sheltering 
from the elements in Kingston 
Park’s foyer-- but tbe formal un- 
veiling of Vh’aiga ' fiiigaTnato as 
a Newcastle Falcon was rugby 
union’s equivalent of Alan 
Shearer's homecoming as New- 
castle United’s £15m man six 
months agp. 

As tire bronzed Sir John - 
whisked directly from Newcas- 
tle airport after interruptipg a 
Spanish holiday - put it: “Mv 
board haven’t told me the fee 
but 1 gather it’s a world record 
That’s the second time this has 
happened" 

Rob Andrew, whose hiring as 
director of the rugby wing of Sir 
John's Tyneside sporting empire . 
kicked off the professional era 
17 months ago, made a specif- 
ic Tequest for “no questions 
about the fee". His chairman, 
though, gave the game away, in 
a roundabout manner. 

“Wie are in business," Sir 
John said, when asked if he was 
concerned about the implica- 
tions of his latest cheque-book 
move. ‘This always comes up. 
It's like ‘Remember the first 
£lm signing in soccer?’." 

In putting his pen to a five- 

znala became rugby’s first £lm 
signing. The transfer fee be- 
tween Wigan and Newcastle 
may be a mere £500,000, a 
record in itself, but compensa- 
tion and wages take the deal 


into seven figures. Thus, in IS 
months, rugby union has 
achieved what it took profes- 
sional football six years short of 
a century to bring about. 

When Brian Gough signed 
Trevor Rands for Nottingham 
Forest in 1979 he insisted the tec 
should be £1 short of £lm be- 
cause, he told Jim Smith, the 
selling manager, he did not 
want the player “to become big 
headed”. With VAT and Fran- 
cis’s five per cent cul however, 
the deal came to £l.lm. 

Finding hfinself in the shoes 
of English football's Old Big 
’Ead yesterday, Andrew was 
obliged to field the obligatory 
big money signing question 
about his- or, rather his club's 
- investment being a gamble. 

“I certainly don't see it as a 
gamble," he said. “Hie mar- 
ketplace started in September 
1995 and people have to make 
commercial decisions." 

“This shows our commit- 
ment to the sport," Sir John in- 
terjected, getting in his 
retaliation in advance of “mer- 
cenary" accusations. “In this 
season alone we Ve probably in- 
vested more in rugby in the 
North-east than the RFU has in 
the sport In a century." 

Tuigamala then got in his two 
penn'orth (or flm, perhaps), 
anticipating the “challenge*' of 
“spreading the rugby gospel 
on this side of the country". 
That mission starts with New- 
castle 's-Courage League home 
match against Wakefield on 8 
March. 


Loader hopes to face England 


Nick Price, of Zimbabwe, who is aiming to post back-to-back victories on the 
European Tour, chips on to the fifth green m yesterday's pro-am at the South African 
PGA event in Johannesburg Photograph: Tbny Marshali/Empics 


Christian Loader is taking in- 
spiration from his ^bles team- 
mate Allan Bateman in hoping 
for a quicker recovery from knee 
surgery than doctors predict. 

Tbe Swansea prop has been 
told he has no chance of facing 
England in next month's Five Na- 
tions game, but Loader entered 
hospital yesterday for a cartilage 
operation daiming that, like 
Bateman, he will be fit in afort- 
night and will play. 


France will have prop Franck 
Toumaire and fly-half Alain 
Fenaud back in action against 
England at Twickenham on 1 
March. 

Scott Hastings, who earlier 
this week was dropped from the 
Scotland senior squad, has been 
left out of tbe A team to play 
Ireland A at Myreside a week 
tomorrow. His place at outside 
centre has gone to Hawick's 
Cameron Murray. 










Atherton to Ashes 

Derek Pringle finds England 
- ready for Australia, page 26 
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Football 

Italian Serie B Under-21 
Football League Under-21 


Sbaun Newton climbed off the 
substitutes' bench to secure a 
creditable draw for Brian Hor- 
ton's Nationwide Football 
League youngsters in Genoa 
yesterday. 

The 21 -year-old Charlton 
midfielder had only been on the 
pitch for three minutes when he 
hit the 62nd-minule goal which 
took the League's unbeaten 
record to three matches since 
these annual encounters were 
given an under-21 age limit in 
1995. No one will be more 
grateful to Newton than his 
captain, the Birmingham mid- 
fielder Chris Holland, whose 
first-half blunder led to Alessio 
Pirri putting the Italians ahead 
after 35 minutes. 

There was no doubting that 
the Englishmen deserved their 
draw after matching the home 
side stride for stride - it was just 
a shame that the impressive 
3S.000-capacity Luigi Ferraris 
stadium housed no more than 
a few hundred fans. 

Even so, the visitors looked 
a little overawed by their sur- 
roundings in the early stages 
and struggled to contain an 
Italian Serie B side which had 
a generous sprinkling of play- 
ers contracted to Serie A dubs 
but fanned out to lower divi- 
sion teams to learn their trade. 

Pirn curled a 25-yard free- 
kick just wide with Andy Mar- 
shall scrambling desperately 
to his right, and then the Nor- 
wich goalkeeper denied Andrea 
Zanchetta with a spectacular 
tip-over when the Foggia mid- 
fielder crashed in a half-volley. 

Marco Campolonghi was 
next to threaten, only for Mar- 
shall to snuff out the danger by 
scooping the bail away and, 
with the Italians continuing to 
dictate the game, Pirri should 
have done tetter than strike a 
shot wide from 12 yards. 

However, with. Holland bit- 
ing into every midfield tackle, 
the League side gradually 
turned the tide and it took a 
goal-line clearance from Dario 
Baccin to prevent Lee Brad- 
bury from giving the visitors the 
lead, when he out-jumped 
goalkeeper Matteo Gianello to 
loop in a header from Alan 
Rogers’ deep cross. 

Bruce Dyer was crowded 
out moments later after a sharp 
turn had given the Crystal 
Palace forward a brief sight of 
goal, but that was the cue for 
the Italians to break downfield 
to take the lead. 

Holland took possession 
deep inside his own half and 
tried to find Carl Serrant with 


a cross-field ball that simply in- 
vited danger. Pirri was m like 
a flash to intercept, and the 
midfielder raced clear unop- 
posed before lifting his shot ex- 
quisitely over Marshall as the 
goalkeeper rushed ouL 

The visitors almost replied 
immediately when Dyer lashed 
in a shot on the turn that was 
blocked by Gianello. Then 
they should have had a penal- 
ty on the stroke of half-time, 
when Rogers was clearly 
tripped by Baocin as he raced 
into the area only for the 
French referee, Claude Colom- 
bo, to wave away the English 
appeals. 

Dyer threatened again im- 
mediately after the restart with 
a clipped shot from a light an- 
gled that was turned over by 
Gianello. However, the Italians 
showed thatthey were no in the 
mood to relinquish their lead 
with Giovanni Her Rutdttu giv- 
en a lecture for a clattering 
tackle on Rogers. Wrexham's 
Bryan Hughes was also spoken 
to for a late challenge on Gi- 
anello. 

Horton made a double sub- 
stitution on 59 minutes, with 
Newton and Scott Taylor com- 
ing on for Rogers and Brad- 
bury, and it proved to be an 
inspired switch. Three min- 
utes late, the determined Dyer 
shrugged off two Italian de- 
fenders down the right and sent 
over a cross that Newton con- 
trolled instantly before beating 
Gianello with a low drive* 

Dyer was within a whisker of 
capping an impressive perfor- 
mance by putting the visitors 
ahead minutes later when he 
rose to meet Des Hamilton's 
cross only to guide his near- 
post header just over. 

The Italians responded in 
spirited fashion themselves in 
the dosing stages and substitute 
Vincenzo Chianese had a 
close-range shot blocked by the 
legs of Marshall. 

Even so, the visitors could 
have snatched it in the final sec- 
onds, Newton seeing his first 
shot ricochet off the legs of 
team-mate Dyer and then forc- 
ing Gianello into a neat save 
from the rebound. 

fIMJAN LEAGUE SBIE BUNDER-21 XI: Gt- 
anefcx Bacon, Bnosdv, Lanna (Mercun. 
69). Meoano. Pim lOwnese. 60). Runttu. 
Tedasco (Amoroso, 74j. ZaKnena. C Zanes - 
n. CampotanfjiL 

NATOMMDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE UNDER-21 
XI: Marshall (Nonwcti): MXb (Norwich). 
Rogers (Tran mere), HoBand (Bimngtami. 
Moses (Bamdey), Ssmnt lOMum). Hamil- 
ton (Bradford City). Hutfws (Wrexham i, 
Dyer i&ystal Palace), Brarftwy (Rramouth). 
Boloek f Barnsley)- Substitutes: Newton 
iChomom for Ro^re, 59: Taylor (Bottom for 
Bradbury, 59. 

Reforae: C Colombo (Franco). 

■ Jimmy Rimmer, the former 
Manchester United. Swansea. 
Arsenal and Aston Villa goal- 
keeper, has taken up a post as 
the defensive coach of China's 
national side. 










England’s captain, Michael Atherton, escapes the pressure of international cricket as he enjoys a relaxing dayfe fishing in Christchurch yesterday 


Photograph: Chris Turvev/Empics 


Grip slips out of Rovers’ grasp 


Sweden's assistant manager, 
Tord Grip, has added to the 
speculation surrounding Sven 
Goran Eriksson's future by 
saying he had no intention of 
coming to Blackburn. 

It was widely believed that 
Grip, who has been monitoring 
the clubs progress and provid- 
ing dossiers on the players. 
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would eventually arrive at 
Ewood Park in the summer to 
link up with Eriksson. 

However, it is now believed 
that Eriksson will remain in Italy 
by switching from Sampdoria to 
Lazio in the summer and Grip 
planned to talk to him last 
night to discover bis intentions. 

Rovers thought they had got 
their man before Christmas 
when the Swedish coach signed 
an agreement to take charge at 
Ewood Park when his current 
contract with Sampdoria 
expired this summer. 

However, there have been 
persistent rumours that man- 
agerless Lazio have persuaded 
Eriksson to have a change of 
heart about quitting Serie A, and 
his latest comments seem to 
suggest that the Lancastrians 
will have to begin their man- 
agerial search once again. 

Grip said: “I have just arrived 
home from Thailand with the 
national squad and am aware of 
the rumours and the stories. I 
am as anxious as anyone to find 
out the truth. 

“Sven asked me to follow 
Blackburn and provide him 


with reports and that is just what 
I have been doing. But it is Qot 
correct to say I have been 
promised the assistant manag- 
er's job at Blackburn. That is 
quite wrong. 

"I know there are people at 
the club who have been there 
a number of years and it 
wouldn't be right to take one 
of their jobs. I have a contract 
with the national team until 
199S and, although there is a 
clause in it allowing me to work 
with a dub, I have not discussed 
the situation of Blackburn with 
Sven." 

Eriksson would not clarify his 
future yesterday, saying: “I 
haven’t got any comment to 
make."«He added: “It can be 
construed in a certain way but 
1 can’t speak about it and it will 
be in the next couple of weeks 
that I will be able to announce 
my decision. Of course it wfl] be 
in everyone’s interests to make 
an announcement now, be- 
cause it leaves a big question 
mark for a lot of people. I feel 
Sony for everybody involved but 
it has been very difficult for me 
also. 


“1 more or less know what my 
decision is. When it is the right 
time I will tell everybody what 
is going to happen.” 

Sampdoria have climbed the 
Serie A table since Eriksson first 
announced that he was to leave 
for England. The Genoa club 
suffered a 2-1 home defeat at 
the hands of Roma on Sunday 
to leave them trailing the league 
leaders, Juventus, by five points, 
but they are still in second 
place and in line for possible 
qualification for next season's 
new' Champions’ League. 

Eriksson has managed Sam- 
pdoria for five years after spells 
with Roma and Fiorentina and 
arrived in Italy following a high- 
ly successful five-season stint 
with Benfica. The Swede admits 
that his ambition is to win the 
European Cup. 

Although Sampdoria could 
find themselves in next season’s 
Champions’ League, Eriksson 
has confirmed that he will be 
quitting the dub, and it now 
seems probable that the “eter- 
nal city" will become his next 
port of call rather than the 
heartland of Lancashire. 
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Branson backs the Broncos 


ACROSS 

I Road sound cut and c-cut 
again (4-4) 

b Stage performer providing 
two forms of musical note (4) 

9 Found in a period of prosper- 
ity 1 is flowering (ft) 

Ift Speech impediment'.' Here’s 
me. affected by 1 l embraced 
by screen idol (7) 

I I French shop-girl providing 
collection in good church ser- 
vice (S| 

12 False witness, underhand, 
having io go into hiding f.L3) 

13 School pudding? New desert 
up for crunching (6. 6) 

16 Relation on the point of retir- 
ing (7. 5) 

19 Walking round, not taking in 
Govern me m department 
(2.4) 

2D Fed a line shot for discharge 
of firearms (Sj 


22 Be off to purchase auction 

hem, canning s hilling (3,4) 

23 Plant gold cm Caribbean is- 
land (6) 

24 A narrow wav, both ends of 
which needed to be emptied 
14) 

25 Helped Jcnnv with awkward 
diets (8) 

DOWN 

2 Discharge student 1 rebuke 

3 ikul turns up in waterv areas 
($) 

4 Ed's few books? (7, 7) 

5 Scientists finished with Eu- 
rope? Not half (7) 

6 Rustic actor positioned in car- 
icatured county (9) 

7 Sec the writer right with a 
gpod deal of wine (6) 

8 Attack of French one dreads 
is ui go unnoticed (42L4.4) 



14 like a duck, wc prepared for 
wet weather, after accepting 
fine (3-6) 

15 Crackpot bred lice? That 
could ne believed! (8) 

17 Unwillingness to move -Le. 
train judders (7) 

IS Cunning, secreting firearm up 
dose to the body (6) 

21 What sounds like licentious 
misses? (5) 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Richard Branson, the British 
businessman, yesterday bought 
a 15 per cent stake in the Lon- 
don Broncos and predicted that 
rugby league could become the 
country’s leading sport. 

Bronson declined to reveal 
the amount of money he is 
putting into the club, hut the 
involvemem of such a high- 
profile figure as the Virgin 
founder is a major boost for 
the Broncos ana the game as 
a whole. 

“Quite a few people will be 
wondering why we are inves ting 
in rugby league instead of foot- 
ball, rugby union or even crick- 
et," he said. “The answer is 
simply that rugby league is one 
of Britain's fastest-growing 


sports and has been under-de- 
veloped in the south. But it is 
a great spectator sport and one 
day could become the main 
sport in the country." 

Branson's decision was 
greeted with predictable en- 
thusiasm by the Broncos’ chair- 
man. Barry Maranta. “In three 
or four years, this team will be 
the force in world rugby 
league,” he said. “There will be 
no team in the world that can 
hold a candle to us. We are a 
one-city team, which is what the 
conccpL of world Super League 
is all about. The challenge to 
us is how we can tap the mas- 
sive human resources avail- 
able to us." 

Martin Offiah, who will miss 
Saturday's Challenge Cup tie 
against Bradford because of 
his winter contract with Bedford 
but who will be available for the 


start of the Super League sea- 
son next month, predicted that 
the Broncos will soon be able 
to attract more leading British 
players. 

“London has struggled in 
the past with a lot of the top 
players from the north not 
wanting to come down,” he 
sail! “But as London becomes 
one of the top clubs, I think 
more and more players will 
want to come down here.” 

Maranta pointed to the suc- 
cess of the Broncos' junior 
sides, drawn from local young- 
sters. as the key to the club’s 
future. "Our under-I6 team, 
which 12 month ago had never 
played rugby league, is now 
unbeaten in the winter 
competition, beating teams in 
(he north who have been play- 
ing for eight or nine years," 
he said 
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